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SpccvdioTJieSiar' .. : 

*•■ W. often 

." ‘ ^-P®^*!** pur.the signs up 

-. SyK;-rt21?! u ?.* e8t a aw. - bos or any other 

u!v£.S 0n has . be * n repeated many times, and 
; heafaefe .between drivers ^d 

, hL passenger is often the first to 

, ■ M» ban smobng. pleading the case of public 


the habit requires will-power 

*TK«. __ . . 


id »£?ZL ?* ^umeni is that he is free 
dom SS,m «S C *? nli - for Se“infi that his free- 

begin ' d d WhEn thC frcedom ° r otheR 

TJ* negative effects of smoking are not limited 

•25* tt ]s ? ,y ‘ 35 ii «« 

eases that effect Lhe health; both to the smoker 
and more importantly to the non-smoker hsrause 
of the cigarette pollutants. 

a half p ackeis a **. 

dlfi f renl brands of cigarettes,” says 
well-known columnist Yossef Ghishan. 

Ghishan. who is a satirical writer, borrows a 


famous saying from the late American novelist 

«5l« r rt? n lhat f l3leS ** Givin S U P smoking is the 
easiest thing to do. The proof for this, is* that J 

S*JJ ! J,“P ™ 0re lhan *wo thousand times." 

Mr Ghishan has been actively pursuing his ‘bad 
habit as he describes it. for the last 22 years. He 
spends two and a half dinars a day just to keep in 
stock sarcastically adding that he divides the year 
into two; the first six months he smokes cigar- 
extes. while the second half is devoted to cigars 
and nargile. 


Continued on p» g^ 2 
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Draft press and publications law goes to legislature 

Jpuriialists mull 
over their future 


By Raed A1 Abed 

Star Staff Writer . 

AS THE Cabinet endorsed the 
new draft press and publica¬ 
tions law this week, some¬ 
thing which is already send¬ 
ing jitters in the press 
community, journalists are 7 
slowly pondering on what lies 
.ahead. 

The press body, backed up by • 
Jpopujar sectors have strongly 
i criticized the proposed- law 
describing it as a “punishixiCTit. 
law rather than a press law."! •• 




More than 100 journalists 
and editors, who are still at 
the foot of the profession; are 
today mulling oyer their Tate,. 
Many.- who have 1 given“ an 
usual editorial touch to thejr. 
newspapers, simply say tfiat- 
their • enthusiasm has ; been 
zapped...:. ....... 

“If passed ;m. its present 
fiorm the new. draft law would 
fnean-nn end: to -our fiiture," 

saidJlafen Al^’aydeh, the 

JocaF, - political * affairs 
reponei/edrtor-' in Ai Be lad 
wed^r. m ; Sa:'ay#L who Js 


tn his mid-20s, believes that 
what has been leaked of the 
draft articles' has created an 
a£ mpsphere of . tension 
amongst journalists. “The 
draft law raised the ceiling of 
taboos and lowered the ceil¬ 
ing of freedoms." 

Last week popular sectors 
in the country were shocked, 
to say the least, about the uni¬ 
lateral way the government 
had formed the new draft. 

Several newspapers, includ¬ 
ing The Star published the ini-. 
.tial draft of the legislation. 
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By nham Sadeq 

Star Steff Writer 


-SINCE THE laonch of the 
Worl d Bank-backed economic 
rmrucomng pregrain in 1989, 
tte. govemmem has - saved no 
effort in seeking to boost the 
ecomomy are! ehconrage the 
role of - the private sector. 
These, in tarn required many 
economic laws whose ultimate 
effect would serve as a'lynch- 
pin to economic growth. 

Parliament has already rati¬ 
fied a'package'of economic 
legislations in its previous ses- 
jsons. Today, both government 
.^d Parliament seem more 
robust about finalizing these 
economic laws. It is argued 
that the present extraordinary 
session of the Lower House 
should be used effectively to 
bring these about. 

"When the Iasi ordinary ses¬ 
sion ended, the Financial Com¬ 
mittee of the House continued 
iLs discussion of the draft 
laws, which included a law to 
organize the licences of pro¬ 
fessions in the Greater Amman . 
Municipality, and other munic¬ 
ipalities,” Mr Munir Sobar. the 
rapporteur of the Committee, 
told The Star. 

In addition the' committee 
dealt with proposed amend¬ 
ments to the investment Pro¬ 
motion Law. the Securities 
•Law and discussed reports 
j.ubmilted by the Audit. Bureau 
fur the years 1995 to 4997. 
The committee will submit 
these reports to the Lower ■ 
House during the this extraor¬ 
dinary session. 

Among other legislations 
awaiting further discussion are 
Lhe draft law. to endorse the 
financial protocol between Jor¬ 
dan and France, and another 
law to enhance competition 
and prevent , monopolistic 
practices. 

Moreover, there are other 
laws that were sent back to the 
Lower House by. the Upper 
House (after . amendment) . 
including the draft law for the 
protection or the' national 
economy, and the customs 
law. " - 

< ( In addition, there are other 

•milt laws by the government. 

such us ja • law lo reorganize 
saving funds in private sector 
institutions and professional 


TtufcfljV fir 4a5 .faced tough 

• opposition from many parties, 
including employees .who 

i. have built their hopes qu these 

• ‘ ’f unds .’. However.;, thfe 1 ; jgoyejrji- 
roeht seems- to be $££iag off 

i . 4»nd ft looks like^Hat-it would 
. cancel the law. : ’ . . 

; Mr Sobar on previous ocas- - 
sions said that the draft law is 
■ not fair. But today he states- 
that if resurfaces in the: Lower 
House, then his committee • 
would discuss it thoroughly to 
make sure that ft would be fair 
to all parties involved. 

_ Mr Sobar has not also lost ; 
his enthusism for price liberal¬ 
ization. As a former Minister-, 
for Supply, he was.the one 
who was responsible for 
. localizing prices . of ' stable 
“ foodstuffs. 

"*I called for the necessity to 
’ liberalize prices, and allow : 

• supply and .demand to deter¬ 
mine the level of prices." 
Such a policy, m Sobar"s . 
view, gives the private sector 
a more vital role in the econ¬ 
omy by helping to create com-. 
petition among merchants. 

“At that time I did my best 
to speed-up the approval of 
the Jaw to enhance competi¬ 
tion and prevent monopolistic 
practices, , before completely- 
liberalizing the prices of 
goods, but I think that the sit¬ 
uation in the market .will tend. 
to .stabilize soon, especially 
after the endorsement of this 
law." 

However, Mr Sobar who . 
- owns a consulting engineering 
. office-in Amman, stressed that. 
the price level of goods has 
now tended to stabilize and 
consumers have the choice to 
select the goods they like and 
also the price they can afford. 
Mostly prices of basic, sup-' 

. ply commodities such as rice, 

sugar and powdoed milk have 
fallen, .. because . merchants 
imported a wide variety of 
these items, and are selling 
them at various. prices; 
whereas the Ministry of Sup¬ 
ply .used to offer such goods 
at fixed prices. 

Mr Sobar is satisfied about 
the outcome, of such a philoso¬ 
phy and reiterates that. ft 
greatly helps to erthartte com¬ 
petition.{and lowering jhices.' 
and improving the quality of j 
imported - items and locally ;j “ 



Sobar 

made products;. 

_ In its first week of discus¬ 
sion. one of the many topics 
that is on the lips of deputies 
in the Lower House js the can¬ 
cellation of the Ministry of 
Supply.! 
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. which limits the press free¬ 
doms by imposing heavy 
fineS', press closures and the 
imprisonment of journalists. 

Young journalists held their 
breath when the High Court 
of Justice ruled against a pre¬ 
vious temporary' press law. 
This was seen as a historical 
decision, not only hccause it 
was a victory for public liber¬ 
ties. but hecause ii allowed 
the republication of 13 week¬ 
lies. the home of more than 
200 employees. 

Bui there are new worries. 
Rania AI Zou'bK another 
young cub in the Shilutn 
weekly, believes that the pro¬ 
posed law is targeting the 
weekly press, since these 
papers tackle bold and critical 
issues. The reporter, who spe¬ 
cializes In social affairs said 
that “the current [1993 Press 
and Publications] Law is still 
criticized despite giving the 
press some freedoms. How¬ 
ever. the propsed law is very 
dangerous, as it would bring 
the country and the press back 
to the pre-democracy era." 

She added lhat “We arc fac¬ 
ing a draft that imposes muny 
red-lines, many taboos which 
leaves a very narrow space for 
journalists to move, and adds 
the fear of extreme penalties." 
she emphasized. "Working in 
such an atmosphere will 
weaken creativity and profes¬ 
sionalism." the 25-year-old 
Zou" hi. continued. 

Others are also worried. 
Some have even said lhat they 
have woken up at night with 
nightmares. "I am scared 
about my future,” said lyad 
Khalifa. 27. an editor in AI 
Haddath weekly. “I studied 
journalism to work and earn u 
respectable Jiving, but in the 
light of the renewed threats 
on the press during the past 
year, the ghost of fear ahout 
the future .keeps haunting 
me." 

The draft law that is now in 
the hands of the Lower House 

Continued on page 2 


World Cup kicks off 


By Anne Swardson 
FOUR 60-foot-high hulloon- 
like giants glided down the 
boulevards of Paris Tuesday 
nighu as this city kicked off iLs 
largest street parade ever in 
celebration or the World Cup 
soccer tournament, which 
began yesterday. 

Flag-waving Brazilians in 
yellow team shirts and Scots in 
kilts mingled along the 
Champs-Ely secs, sharing beer 
and taking photos of each 
other, in preparation for yester¬ 
days opening match between 
the countries at the new 
8ti.000-.seut. $500-miUion 
Stade de France in the northern 
surburhs. 

The locals, meanwhile, 
marked the occasion in typical 
national style. Air France pilots 
remained on strike for a ninth 
day. Drivers of money trucks 
went on strike, raising fears 
that bank branches would run 
out of cash and close. Bus driv¬ 
ers in Bordeaux and train con¬ 
ductors on the Paris-southern 
lines geared up for strikes later 
in the week. 

"“We hope that because of 



the World Cup 
be raised." one 
driver said un 
sion. “If* sad, 
way it is." 


the stakes will From the crowds of foreign- British Airways added 2.400 
striking Brinks ersinthecityTuesdaynighr.il seats between London and 

French idevt- scented lliuL a large nvinbcr of Paris 'bis week hy using Boe- 

but that’s the people who wanted to get to ing 747s and 767s instead of 


British Airways added 2.400 


France had managed to do so. 


Continued on page 3 
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Al Shomari: An environmentalist 

dream world turned into 


By (htisam Awadat 

Special in The Star 

TO GET lost in the desen is an extraordinary 
experience; feelings of fear, loneliness and joy all 
come together. Three hours in the eastern desert 
ol Jordan might conjer up images of danger to the 
fresh adventurer, but not for the experienced 
travel guide. 

A bus convoy of members from the Royal 
Society for the Conservation of Nature iRSCN). 
Friends of the Environment, journalists and other 
interested people headed for one destination, the 
Al Shomari Reserve for Wildlife in the Al Azraq 
wetland in the north-east of the country. The 
group took advantage of the Kingdom's celebra¬ 
tions of Jordan's Independence Day to inaugurate 
a Visitors' Center at Al Shomari Reserve. 

As soon as you leave the borders of Amman, 
you see nothing but miles and miles of yellow 
desert, and if you are lucky you may sec some 
wild animals or birds. 

After three hours of driving, the peaks of the 
huge palm trees begin to surface, and the contrast 
is stark: arid desert gives way to lascious 
greenery. 

This Visitors' Center, which was inaugurated 
by RSCN's President Anis Al Mouashcr. is fully 
equipped to receive visitors. In the center, there 
is ,i modest shop which sells only natural prod¬ 
ucts. as well as lecture and visitor halls whose 
walls arc richly decorated with pictures narrating 
the story of nature conserv ation in Jordan. 

"The pictures are not only designed to be pleas¬ 
ing to the eye but also to have an educative value 
lor visitors and specially students,” said one of 


the guides. 

“By turning the picture cards the other way 
around, you can find information about animals, 
plants, and different habitats.” the guide added. 

Inaugurating this center is one of the activities 
for the "Cry" for Nature” campaign that was 
launched last week in underline the threats and 
challenges which face the ecosystems in Jordan. 

The AI Shomari Reserve was established in 
1958 to be devoted to agricultural experiments in 
the Jordanian desert. However in 1967. it was 
handed to the RSCN. 

After nearly eight years, the Society Maned 
fencing the reserve to establish the first wildlife 
conservation in the Kingdom. 

The Reserve, named' after Wadi Ai Shomari 
which passes through it. occupies an area of -2 
square kilometers. 

Meanwhile, the story with extinct animals 
began in 1978 when a shipment of four male 
Oryxes arrived from the San Diego Zoo by the 
Cooperation of the International Union for Con¬ 
servation of Nature IUCN and the International 
Fund for the Conservation of Wildlife. Later on 
another another four females came from the same 
zoo. 

Also in 1978, Qatar sent three Oryxes: it was a 
gill to Jordan, bringing the Jordanian flock up to 
11. Now. (hanks to the sincere efforts of environ¬ 
mentalists. nearly 200 Oryxes run freely in Al 
Shomari. 

"Because of a breeding scheme. Jordan was 
even able to send some young Oryxes to Arab 
countries such as Iraq. Syria, and Oman.” said 
Moasher. 

Bui today, the Al Shomari Reserve has adopted 


another bird, the Bloc-neck Ostrich, as the first 
numbers arrived fron ihe Oklahoma Zoo (USA). 
Also, another group, the Red-neef. Ostrich was 
presented to the Reserve by His Royal Highness 
Prince Hassan in 1990. 

It is well-known (hat the Red-neck Ostrich is 
the nearest specie to ihe Syrian-wild Ostrich 
which existed in Jordan in 1964. 

In addition, the Montpellier Zoo in (he south of 
France and the Werner Slam Organisation in 
Switzerland sent a Hock of the Asiatic Wild Ass. 
The Arabian version of this animal became 
extinct about a 100 years ago. 

If you have the chance to stand on the edge of 
the reserve, you will see how these wild animals 
and birds live side hy side, peacefully and in a 
strange harmony. 

Besides this, there are more than ISO different ■ 
kinds of wild plants in Al Shomari. 

Being a wetland. Al Azraq attracts a huge num¬ 
ber of migrating birds, and in Al Shomari there 
are at least 135 different species of bird. 

"People often ask why we hot her ourselves 
with the animals, but they should he made to 
understand that protecting animals and nature is a- 
way to protect humanity," stressed Mr Moasher 
who explained that the Al Shomari Reserve has 
become a place for study and research. 

"Our ambition is m turn Al Shomari into a liv¬ 
ing example of a natural reserve in the Arab 
world.” Moasher added. Jordan plans to encour¬ 
age natural tourism since figures indicate that (his 
kind of tourism is on the increase. The Dana 
Reserve, for instance, received almost 20.000 vis¬ 
itors last year which means people arc going back 
to nature. ■ 
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Journalists mull over their future 


Continued from page 1 

is expected to raise the capital 
of a weekly to JD 300.QUI) 
which must" be paid in full, 
something which will surely 
close down again most of the 
13 weeklies ~and add more 
than 200 workers onto the 
jobless rate in the country. 

For Waleed Husni. 36. a 
reporter in A l Majd weekly it 
will be hand to find another 
job. if his paper is closed. A 
married man and u father of 
three. Waleed said the diffe- 


cullies (hat keep facing the 
press has forced him to think 
of looking for another job. far 
away from journalism, but "I 
have failed so far. the press is 
my only source of income. I 
have no alternative.” 

Another example of frustra¬ 
tion is the ease of Tufiq 
Abbas. He is somewhat lucky 
because of his engineering 
degree. After leaving univer¬ 
sity he went straight into jour¬ 
nalism working as a reporter 
in A/ Sttbeel Islamic weekly. 


lamenting that he is seriously 
thinking of quitting the pro¬ 
fession once and for all, and 
go back to engineering. 

But Vannal Barmawi. 2S. 
of Akhbur Al EshotT weekly 
still holds his chin high. He is 
not even thinking or leaving 
the press. "1 wanted to work 
as a journalist because 1 
heleivc the press has a mes¬ 
sage. but the current porpo- 
sals will definitely affect the 
press in a negative way.” 

Parliament should recom¬ 


mend a lot of changes to the 
many repressive articles in the 
current draft. otherwise, 
"passed in its present form the 
draft will eliminate the role of 
the press as a watchdog body: 
it will see violations but will- 
have to mm a blind eye” Bar- 
mawi said, . 

Ms Ai Zou’bi. who gradu¬ 
ated with a BA in Journalism 
agrees, saying that it would be 
hard to live under the draft 
law. but says that “journalism 
is in my b/ood: I can’t work 


Kicking the habit requires will-power 
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Continued from page 1 

Generally, people stick to 
one kind of tobacco. ”1 think 
smoking has an atmosphere of 
its own. that’s why I only 
smoke nargile or the hubbly- 
bubbly. as it has its own spe¬ 
cial rituals.” said Khalil 
Mahmoud. 

“1 noticed that smoking cig¬ 
arettes is an ordinary habiL 
whilst for nargile. I have to 
prepare the tobacco, the coal, 
the water and find a good 
place.” Khalil continued. 

But aside from the rituals, 
the negative affects of smok¬ 
ing still dominates. It has 
adverse effects especially on 
pregnant women and children. 

“1 found a packet of cigar¬ 
ettes in my brothers' drawer. 
He has not vet passed his l !th 
birthday.” said Fedaa. 

"The only choice I had is to 
tel! my mother after he denied 
everything. Mother of course 
was powerless to do anything 
alter my brother asked 'why 
my father smokes?’” 

"We urge smokers to par¬ 
ticipate in our programs *.o 
give them the right altitudes 
in fighting smoking." said Dr 
Mohammad Shreem. presi¬ 
dent of the Jordanian National 
Society for Anti-Smoking 
iJN'SASl which was estab¬ 
lished in I9S1. 

“According to the Interna¬ 
tional Health Organization 
t'lHOi smoking causes 25 dis¬ 
eases. among which are can¬ 
cer and heart problems.” Dr 
Shreem added. 

The second dimension 
regarding the bad habit is the 
economic losses to the coun¬ 
try. Statistics provided by Dr 
Shreem indicated that’ in 
] 996. Jordanian smokers paid 
JD 165.4 million for the local 


and smuggled cigarettes. 

“And 30,000 dunums of the 
most fertile lands in Jordan 
are planted every year with 
tobacco, which destroys agri¬ 
culture areas.” Dr Shreem 
pointed out. 

However there is another 
side to the coin. The three 
main local cigarette compa¬ 
nies paid JD S9.7 million in 
taxes for 1996. 

"Studies proved that for 
every single penny that enters 
the country from the profits of 
smoking, the loss will he 13 
times more. That means our 
loses have passed 100 mil¬ 
lion dinars.” Dr Shreem com¬ 
mented. Recently, the JNSAS 
held a conference titled 'Acti¬ 
vation and modernization of 
systems and laws ol anti- 
smoking.' “We called on the 
government to activate the 
articles of the law concerning 
the protection of public 
health.” Dr Shreem told The 
S:ur. 

Last year there wn« o4 pub¬ 


lic health warnings against 
smoking. Its forbidden to 
have any kind of promotion in 
the mass media. 

"We need also to activate 
articles 25. 26. and 27 in the 
1968 Tobacco Law which 
stipulates the prevention of 
selling cigarettes unless estab¬ 
lishments have a license from 
the Ministry of Finance and 
the Customs Dept.” 

Dr Shreem mentioned other 
articles which hinder smoking 
in closed areas, as well as one 
which requires permission to 
<cll cigarettes on the streets, a 
common scene today. 

However, it is not too late 
in give up hope. "A study car¬ 
ried out hy the Ministry of 
Health, indicates that 10 per¬ 
cent of Jordanian smokers 
gave it up completely." Dr 
Shreem optimistically 

announced. The same study 
showed that 49 percent of 
male smokers arc in the age 
category of 25 and above. ■ 


in another field.” 

“Journalists now waiL anx¬ 
iously for Parliament and pray 
that the people's deputies will 
save the press and the court- ^ 
- try. and a whole generation of-' 
young talented journalists,” as 
stated by the young reporter.; 

“For the sake of democracy 
' and development, l plead-with 
. the government to consider 
the popular sectors,.seeing the 
press as friends not enemies.” 
concluded Al Sa'aydeh.-B" 
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Iraqi workers unload medical.cargo front a Royal Jorda¬ 
nian airline that landed at Saddam Hussein International 
Airport, last week. On board the plane was a 113-man Jor¬ 
danian delegation headed by the Minister of Health Dr 
Ashrttf Al KurdL Another United Arab Emirates plane 
landed at the Airport carrying 40 tons of medical tad also 
landed at the airport, Friday . Since the beginning of this 
year 22 planes carrying medical aid to Iraq have landed in 
Baghdad according to UN sources. 


AH on board the Music Train! 
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Come join & celebrate World Music Day on board ihe famous Hedjaz steam 
All kinds of music will be performed throughout the journey and on anival! 
__ , . . ^ , departure :4$0 pm from Amman railway 

;'7 2. J UH 3 7 din station / Mahatta - return: 1 Q:00 pm 
Tickets are sold for 10 JD (trip, music & snack) > 
at the French Cultural Center & Freddy For Music. m cm»um Mm* 
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Horizon has the ‘Mind & Mood : 
perfectly set in the Middle East 


HORIZON. THE Advertising 
and Communication Network, 
recently organized a unique 
training seminar aimed at 
advancing marketing commu¬ 
nications. using a new system 
called Mind & Mood. 

Mind ■& Mood is a proprie¬ 
tary tool developed by Foote. 

Cone and Gelding tFCB) the 
highly recognized global 
power house in the advertising 
industry and Horizon's world¬ 
wide affiliate. 

In the charming southern 
suburb of Vouhagmems. Ath¬ 
ens. Heads of Office urtd the 
creative, media and account 
managements of Horizon con¬ 
veyed for two days at the Astir 
Palace Hotel, and participated 
in various sessions and work¬ 
shops. They focused on ensur¬ 
ing that all employees knew 
their consumers like never 
before, enhancing the agency’s 
creative capabilities to commu¬ 
nicate advertising messages in 
those consumers most effectively. 

Impressive case studies were also 
presented by the FCB’s Mind & Mood 
Senior Excrativcs. Ted Klotiber from 
New York and Julie Danis from Chi¬ 
cago. who conducted the training in a 
very high standard. 

“Like in every' ambitious company 
that seeks to maintain a progressive 
drive, training is a primary objective 
for Horizon. Our people are our major 
assets, and thev should be civen every 



opportunity to further strengthen their 
capabilities. This is a responsibility 
that the management of Horizon is 
determined to fulfill.” said Mr. Rafic 
Saudch. Chairman and CEO of Hori¬ 
zon Network. 

Mr. Caesar Mator. VP training and 
Managing Director of Horizon. Beirut, 
described the seminar saving Mind & 
Mood is really a unique technique that 
leads to .obtain essential consumer 
insights, which are vital if creative 


advertising is going to works.The mer¬ 
its and values of Mind & Mood are too. 
numerous to be able to capture in one 
statement. “Everyone within the Hori¬ 
zon Network enjoyed the seminar and 
we:arc all determined and excited to 
put what we learnt into practice,” 
expressed Mr. Motor. 

Executives attended the seminar 
from Horizon offices in Amman,- Ath¬ 
ens, -Beirut. Cairo; Dubai, Kuwait and 
Jeddah. M 
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King meets Mordechai 
AMMAN (Petra)—His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday said those 
who represent the peace camp in 
the region must come closer 
toeether-in their common strug¬ 
gle to see the fulfillment of their 
drtam about peace in the entire 
.region. ”1 believe very, very 
strongly in the peace camp: the 
people’ who believe in. peace 
between the descendants of the 
children of Abraham for all 
times to come are closer 
together and must come closer 
together to see the foHillraent of 
their dream, and God's will, in 
bringing about peace In the 
entire region,” the king told 
reporters - following a meeting 
with Israeli Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai and his dele¬ 
gation at Bab Al Salam. 

The King said his talks with 
die Israeli'Minister dealt withj 
mutual concerns. “I am sure wei 
have talked about our mutual 
concerns, concerns for our peo¬ 
ples, concerns for.the peace pro¬ 
cess, for the future, for the gen¬ 
erations to come and of the 
critical moment through which; 
we are passing." the King said. 

His Majesty voiced hope that 
efforts would be further intensi¬ 
fied to achieve progress in the! 
faltering Middle East peace! 
process. "I hope that we will doj 
everything we can to ensure 
progress is ‘ made and ou 
dreams become s- reality: th 
dream of a cdmprehensivi 
peace in the entire region." Hi 
Majesty said. The King said h> 
was satisfied from what he h 
heard from Mordechai. ** 
hearing Defense Minister Mor 
dechai 1 am more optimistic ’ 
die King said expressing hopd 
that things will move in the 
right direction. In reply to 
question on the US proposa 
pertaining to the Palestinian- 
Israeli peace talks. His Majesty 
said the US proposal is vert 
important and it came as a resuif 
of a joint long study as the US i 
a partner to peace making in thi 
region and therefore the Ameri| 
can proposal should receive t 
positive, response in the ful 
sense of-the word so that more 
objectives con be attained. Of 
his part Mordechai thanked H 
Majesty the king for giving hii 
■the chance to talk and exchangi 
views on how the Ralestinia - 
. Israeli peace talks can be pus 
forward.' 

..... ... • 
r.JBistoi^^niArehawlQgyj 
Conference in Copenhagen 
COPENHAGEN .-(Petra)- 1 
Meetings of the Seventh fnte 
national Conference on the 
tory and Archaeology of Jordan 
began in the Danish capital 1a$ 
Sunday. The six-day conference 
is being held under the patron¬ 
age of His Royal Highne^ 
Crown Prince Hasson and 
Queen Margrethe 11 of Deri-.., 
marie. The conference come as 
result of an initiative taken by 
Prince Hassan in the early 1980s 
to hold a conference on the his¬ 
tory and archaeology of Jordan. 
The conference which is held 
every three years, was first herd 
in the British city of Oxford. 

Jordan/Sudan meeting 
AMMAN (Petra)—The Joint 
Jordani an-Sudanese Committee 
held a meeting in Amman on 
Tuesday cochaired by the two 
countries’ ministers of industry 
and trade to discuss the estab¬ 
lishment of a free trade zone 
between the two countries. 
Meanwhile, the Jordan/an- 
Sudanese Technical Committee 
held a meeting at the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade on. Sure 
day to prepare an agenda ifj 
deliberations of the Joint com¬ 
mittee. The agenda includes 
possibilities of signing a (and 
transport agreement as well as 
taking constitutional measures 
to approve the maritime trans¬ 
port agreement signed in 1995. 
it also includes the discussion of 
health cooperation between the 
two countries, the signing of an 
executive program Cor cultural 
and scientific cooperation for 
the years 1998-2000 and the 
establishment of joint invest¬ 
ment projects. 


Jordan, Yugoslavia sign 

Agreement 

AMMAN (Petra)—Jordan and 
Yugoslavia have initialled an 
agreement on (tie encourage¬ 
ment and protection of invest¬ 
ments between the two coty 
tries. The agreement was signed 
by Director General, of the 
Investment Promotion Co/p. 
(IPC) Dr Muncashr Oqleh and 
the Yugoslav Deputy Finance 
Minister, The agreement comes 
as a culmination of the twe 
countries' willingness to creat' 
a favourable climate for activ 
economic cooperation, esp 
daily with regard to guarantf 
mg and protecting investme 
from both sides. It also cor 
rates a relevant frame to sti 
hue Yugoslav , companies 
corporations from the va 
productive sectors to.inve 
Jordan. 



For Sale 

Nokia 2110 with ex 
battery, borne and car 
.ers, leather cover. One ; 
excellent condition. Ca 
380 or mobile 079-293* 
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-Aw Uncdnv^tio^^’^ 
report on JordaniamM^ 
news and views 
by Marwan AIAsmar 

■ P "e 

lews ' known_^ ' *“>. mafcm S hs 


v, t ws . knowiL' 
not talking abont the 
draft press and publica¬ 
tions law, but - rather, 
more mundane issues 
that affect the man- in 
Ibe street. This time he 

stressed education and 
employment. Dr Abdel 
Sal am Al Majali said 
tl*at action needs to be 
taken on both fronts. 
Speaking at Mu’ta Uni-, 
versity in Kerek. he said 
the educational system 
must be geared more 
towards the needs of the - 
labor market in Jordan. 
But, on a more conten¬ 
tious note he said that 


No, 


am 


MegaW 





uy bdiu lUat . 

public universities couid start chareing more fees to ame- 
horete Lhe JD 96 million detatiSey hSTi£S 
” owevcr « he was careful to suggest -that less wen 
won c ^ ^object to the rise in fees which is 
presently just one of the options that are on the table. On 
the issue of employment be said that Jordanians should 

S? , iftSm!Fi ves - 0f - many jobs that “» occupied by 

the 500,000 foreign labours, who remit about half a bil¬ 
lion dinars annually. 

No Resignation 

■ Contrary to press reports, Minister of Administrative 
Development Bassam A1 Omoush said he won’t resign 
from the government over the draft press'and publica¬ 
tions law. He said that such a resignation would serve no 
purpose. He said that be is in favor of the draft law which • 
calls for freedom and responsibility” despite the fact the - 
he disagrees with some of its articles, like the heavy fines ’ 
and the 10 year period for chief editor, Alstv somewhat 
controversially, he. said he is against the existence of a ' 
Press and Publication Department .., 

Smoking 

■ They chewed on the idea fora while, bat now tbey. : are 

going to put it to tb&test lnfact,-tbe government is 
determined to do something about what is-regarded as a 
filthy habit. Starting from; this week, they, art; banning ' 
smoking from public institutions and piibKc transport.in 
the nation's capital,-Amman. Of course,.it won't feedoner • 
straight away, but the Amman Uealftfr Dirarjnraty-'wrtfli^'' 
to introduce the'no-smoking ban sJcwtympubiic’places 
Health officials say that the idea behind ihijrgradual pro¬ 
cess is to make Ammaoites xnore awMeof thedangm of ’ 
smoking .and accept the ban. •Again**' officials In- the 
Health Directorate say the ideaia ftf lone mn Ts tomake ■ 
Amman a smoked-free zone, i 

would be extended ^tt> aneroa l^us^^estanranis^fiosp- 
tais, factories, qf&^; s 

ics say that tbe. I£ead&.; ■'e|WYer/.a v .bipH ':o7 .a. 

job in enforriog ■fte,*®. ’Bat not sri' officials argue, 'who 
say that they wcugd be •' 

non-smoking rtuesib^oMirt - -■ ■. Y: 

Islamists haA lOng cril dialogue 

■ The Islamic movement hasv*eldamea ■ the! can for dia- r 
logue with His Majesty Kin^Hnssefa. Esuiibr tiris week 
the King said he would be wif li ng to tec crWith members 
of the Islamic movement; The new General Secretary of 
the Islamic Action Front Abdel JLartfArabyarsaid sucha 
meeting wouldl>e greatly appredrafed asibere 1 st a'need 
for a constructive dialogue^- 

Women' " . ; 

■ Congratulations are due toiH women, and here ! ant 
not trying to be patronizing. Last week, DrAfiaBatough 
became the -first ’ female. Secretary- General to head the' 
Ministry of Tourism. She is only the second woman to 
hold such a high ranking post, the first being made a few 
months ago when Ms Nancy .Bakir became Secretary 
General or the Ministry of Adrainisbaijye Development. 

Dr Hatough' is an academic at the Umversity of-Jordan 
who teaches environmental sciences, .... 

Landmines .. 

R A two-day landmine conference-will take place in 
Amman between 11-12 July; Under the patronage of Her;; 
Majesty Queen Noor, the conference will deal with a 
variety of topics relating to landmines. An-array of inter¬ 
national and regional experts,-and landmine victims,will, 
meet and discuss issues concerning the scope and impact' 
of landmines in the Middle East, emergency . medical 
care, mobility, prosthetics __ and physical access,. soda! 
reintegration,, economic reintegration as well' as mine, 
awareness and data collection. The.Landmine Survivors. 
Network (LSN) is the organizer of the conference..The 
LSN is an NGO created by American landmine survivors 
to help the hundreds of thousands of innocent landmine 
victims alive today. Director of-LSN, and himself a land- ■ 
mine survivor says, “we are delighted that such a confer¬ 
ence will be held in Amman and we are particularly 
grateful to HM Queen Noor for her keen interest in the 
issue." This venue is unprecedented in Amman, some¬ 
thing that is jointly organized with the ; Iiuernational 
Committee of the Red Cross, and the Jordan Red Cres¬ 
cent Society. 

Interviews 

■ An international NGO that is connected with news .and 
media has been given a license to operate in Amman. 
Internews, an organization that was established last year 
has been given the go-ahead to operate in the following 
areas: to train journalists, workers in media, women 
organizations and parliament in the use of the electronic 
media; to use the-internet; and provide technical support 
for the development of ihe Jordanian press and media. 


*Abu Marzouq dies at 55 

THE WELL-known. Jorda¬ 
nian actor Hassan Ibrahim 
died of a heart attack, Tues¬ 
day. at the age of 55. He 
created the much-loved char¬ 
acter of Abu Marzouq in the 
famous local comedy ‘Harat 
Abu A wad’. .The artist was 
among pioneers of the theat¬ 
rical movement In Jordan, 
starting his acting career in 
1971. Being popular m 
many dramas, the artist 
greatly contributed to theater 
in Jordan. As well as com¬ 
edy, he played many soaal 
. and historical roles. The Jaie 
Ibrahim was bom m Pales¬ 
tine in 1943. He was just 
•Rabout to Gmsh filming 
fanolher television senes . 
whenhediedR laronon 



m,-: 








His Majesty King Hussein, the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces sponsored Tuesday's morning celebrations 
held by the armed forces on the82nd anniversary of the Great Arab Revolt and Army Day. Upon arrival at the celebra¬ 
tion site at the Martyrs Monument, His Majesty was received by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal 
Abtofl Hafez Mara Kaabneh and other high ranking army officers. On this occasion, the King also decorated a number 
of officers at a ceremony that was held at the Raghadan Palace* 

Boost your way to wedlock 
through a ‘group marriage’ 


By Ghassan Joha 

Special to The Star 

GROUP WEDDINGS are not 
uncommon around the world. 
They are the norm. In Jordan, 
this form of wedlock is today a 
way out of financial hardship. 
It was to encourage young 
people to -marry—something 
i that is basic to the Islamic 
teachings—that the- Al Afaf 
Charity Society was founded 
in' 1993. Since its foundation, 
the .Society has been dying 
hard to spread and develop the 
idea of ‘Group- weddings' 
among young people. 

“Tbe main objective of the 
ACS is to facilitate the process 
of' marriage to anyone who 
wishes to tie the knot as k 
were. . And that can’t be 
achieved unless we change the 
old. prevalent •traditions and 
attitudes that discourage our 
sons and daughters from doing 
so.” Mufeed Sirhan, director 
general- pf the. ACS, told The 
Star.- \ 

A special study carried out 
by the AC & shows that the 
number of men and women 
who are outside the circle of 
wedlock is increasing at an 
alarming rate. Mr Siriian puts 
the blame on people for their 
lack of-understanding of the 
coocepts of marriage and 
family. 

However, the idea itself—a 
group wedding—seems to be 
getting more popularity each 
year. Up until now, 36 couples 
have token part in the four 
ceremonies, organized over 
the past three years. 

The beginning was in 
August 1995, when four 
couples took part in-the much 
awaited ceremony. "Before the 
ceremony, we carried out a 
detailed study to find out how 
the people' would accept. the 
idea and who would want to 
take part in the wedding," 
Sirhan said. 

Many people welcomed and 
praised the idea,-but when it 
came to the crunch only four 
couples agreed to Lake pari. 
“The event underlined the 
need for the Society to work 
with other sectors in the 
community," added Sirhan. 
Over 15 contributions from 
companies and businessmen 
were made during the 
ceremony to the couples. 

One year later, the second 


Mummy, ted daddy to go low on the 
dowry lest the groom runs away! 
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group wedding was held on 
July 1996» at the Al Ittihad 
Secondary School for Girls. 
“The ACS accepted the 
invitation ■ because of the 
readiness of the school, and 
because of the large rooms 
they had available.’ - Sirhan 
added. 

Another four couples 
participated in the ceremony, 
biit there was a pleasant twisL 
While the ACS was preparing 
For the wedding, two Chinese 
Students from .the University 
of Jordan called them and 
asked to participate. 
"Naturally • we joyfully 
allowed them to lake pari. 
China was the first country in 
the world to organize group 
weddings." continued Sirhan. 
The Chinese Consul was 
among those in the audience. 

By the following year, July 
1997. the number of couples 
that participated in the group 
wedding was 17. 

They were from Amman. 
Balqa and Zarqa govemorates. 
Over 40 benefactors made 
financial contributions to the 
couples. 

The fourth one had its own 
story. “During the 

preparations. the ACS 

received a special request 

from a group of young men in 
irbid asking for - a group 

wedding to be held there." 
Sirhan went on to say. 


.•It was the first such 
ceremony to take place 
outside Amman, with 11 
couples. Sirhan said that the 
event gave the ACS the 
inspiration to hold some of 
their upcoming group 
weddings in other cities. The 
Irbid Municipality took over 
and hosted the ceremony on 
August 1997. 

This year the ACS is 
preparing for the fifth festival 
sometime in July. 

“We prefer to perform the 
ceremonies in summer 
because of its convenience to 
public holidays and rhe nice 
weather conditions. 

Otherwise, the date has 
nothing to do with the number 
of couples who will get 
married." said Sirhan. 

As for expenses, the ACS is 
an independent charity 
foundation, its budget is 
provided by contributions and 
donations from various 
benefactors. With a special 
fund, the ACS began lending 
money to young couples since. 
1995. 

By the end of lost year, the 
budget reached about JD 
400.000. 

"The ACS aims to deepen 
social cooperation in our 
country, as the fund tries to 
facilitate to the people who 
missed their chances of 
morriase," he said. 


According to an official 
survey in 1995, the average 
age for males who got married 
was 29; for females the figure 
was 26. Sirhan said these are 
due to the high cost of living 
and unemployment. “Time 
after time, people realize that 
embarking on traditional 
marriage costs them a lot of 
money; money they can’t 
afford, it is because of this we 
established the society to help 
people and look into their 
financial problems; group 
weddings is a way to 
encourage matrimony that is 
based on the Islamic doctrine 
and teachings," Sirhan added. 

He urged the media to 
continue to provide coverage 
of group weddings. "We thank 
the mass media in Jordan and 
abroad for their excellent 
coverage of our activities. On 
the domestic level, the ACS 
now operates four branches in 
the Kingdom in addition to 
Amman. In the future the 
society hopes to open other 
branches all over the country. 
The ACS also plans to build a 
large complex—4000 square 
meters—for large wedding 
rooms and other facilities. The 
main branch will then move 
from its current location 
behind the Sports City.B 


World Cup kicks off 


Continued from page 1 - 
-the smalieir 757s. Germany's 
Lufthansa Airlines also used 
larger planes between Frankfurt 
and Paris. So far, the train 

service between Fhuice and 
qjher European-countries-Jias 
been largely undisturbed. 

' Among a dozen groups of 
Brazilian and Scottish fans 
along ' the Champs-Elysees, 
bone reported any trouble get¬ 
ting, to France. Some, however, 
had taken precautions. 

“We are not taking the train 
or Air France.” said Brazilian . 
Edilberto Xavier Jr., here with 
lO friepds. “We've rented two 
care., arid' we’re going to drive 
all; oyer the country.” The fact 
that none hi his group had tick¬ 
ets to any Brazil games was not. 
a deterrent, he said. Nordid the 
plohora of Strikes in' France 
affect his mtxxL ' 

“The strike is a right of the 
worker," XayTer said. “For 
them. I’m sure it's the best time 
-to strike. But for the common 
citizen,- it’s . Very bod. .They 
should find a way' to solve it 
quickly.” 

Similarly,; NeH Pine of Glas¬ 
gow and-his ram friends; -had 
no trouble flying to London on 
a British airime and then faking 


the train through the Channel 
Tunnel. 

“We’d swim die Channel to 
get here." he said. 

The main complaint of the 
Scottish fans was that many 
who arrived at the airport with 
’Brayeheart'-style warpaint on 
their faces were ordered by 
French immigration agents to 
wash their faces on the grounds 
that the makeup made it impos¬ 
sible to see if the face matched 
the passport photo.- 

When France won the oppor¬ 
tunity 10 years ago to host the 
World Cup this year, the plan 
, was to make the soccer touma- 
menLa pony, and party it is. 

The 32 participating coun¬ 
tries are celebrated in special 
exhibitions in the Metro sub¬ 
way system and on 32 grand 
boulevards, where, among 
■other events, 32 phone booths 
have been refined to represent 
the nations playing. 

The Louvre has an exhibit of 
sporting art in ancient Greece, 
the Three Tenors will sing 
under the Eiffel Tower on July 
10. Robot soccer players will 
play at the science museum. 

Paris had been preparing for 
the parade of the giants, each of 
the four male figures represent¬ 


ing a different comer of the 
earth, for two years. In the last 
week. 20.000 barriers were 
placed along the parade routes, 
bus shelters were removed 
from curbsides, trees were 
trimmed to moke sure they 
were not brushed by the shoul¬ 
ders of the 38- metric-ion 
giants. 

As they converged on the 
Place de la Concorde from four 
locations around Paris, the 
giants, a balloon-like inflatable 
exterior covering their mechan¬ 
ical structure, were followed by 
3.500 actors, dancers, roller- 
bladcrs. athletes and children in 
costume. 

"They represent the anthro¬ 
pological and cultural origins 
of man." said their creator. 
Jean-Pascal Levy-Tmmet. 

They were guarded by 6,000 
police officers. Fbr days now, 
the streets and sidewalks of 
Paris have been filling with 
macftinc-gun-toting security 
officers from the military and 
from France's multiple national 
and local police forces. 

. During the whole of the 
games, some 25,000 security 
officers will be employed each 
day. including ,8.000 paramili¬ 
tary gendarmes. 2.000 anti- 


terrorist troops and 2,000 sol¬ 
diers. They are guarding not 
just the stadiums, but the train¬ 
ing camps and lodgings of for¬ 
eign teams and such sensitive 
sites os the Eiffel Tower, atop 
which sit numerous communi¬ 
cations antennae. 

French authorities have three 
very different security worries. 
Inside the stadiums, they fear 
hooligans, especially British 
ones. Fbaring a repeat of two 
tragedies at non-World Cup 
games in the 1980s when fans 
were crushed to death against 
security fences surrounding the 
fields, most of the stadiums in 
which these games will be 
played will not have fences. In 
the first round, only one game. 
Belgium-Ho I land in Paris on 
June 13, is categorized as high- 
risk. The United Slates-Iran 
match June 21 in Lyon is not. 

Outside the stadiums, French 
authorities most fear terrorism 
against innocent civilians in 
public places. Three separate 
roundups in the past three 
months have resulted in the 
questioning of nearly 100 pco-. 
pie with lies to Algerian 
Islamic groups; 19 people have 
been formally placed under 
investigation. 


King addresses 
journalists 



HIS MAJESTY King Hussein said that peace is a strategic 
objective which Jordan must work to achieve, stressing 
that the desired peace is the permanent and honourable 

one which would lead to the establishment of a Palestinian 
state and the return of the Golan Heights and South 
Lebanon. 

During a meeting with local media representatives at 
the Royal Court Saturday, the King asserted the impor¬ 
tance of focussing on the suffering of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple and supporting them especially at this critical stage, to 
enable them to regain their rights and establish their inde¬ 
pendent state on their national soil with its capital in 
Jerusalem. 

“Jordan will continue to support the Palestinian 
National Authority, for it is the sole legitimate representa¬ 
tive of the Palestinian people and because this is a sacred 
duty.” His Majesty said. The King called on the Palestin¬ 
ians to open dialogue amongst ihcmsclvcs to unify and 
enhance their stand. 

Commenting on ihc proposed Arab summit, the King 
said Jordan will continue to work towards holding this 
summit which would lead to Arab integration and solidar¬ 
ity. The King said that ihere are some'obstacles that still 
hinder the convening of this .summit." Whether it is a mini 
or an expanded summit it should he effective and seek to 
solve problems." His Majesty said. 

On Jordan's stand towards Iraq, the King said direct 
dialogue between Iraq and the United States is the one 
which would lead to define the future course of Iraq on 
both internal and external levels. 

Referring to the new draft press and publication law. 
His Majesty asserted that the new law was referred to the 
cabinet and then to the House nf Deputies for debate and 
approval. 

He expressed readiness lo discuss the law with any one 
interested in doing so. The King presented some outlines 
of the new law noting lhaL it has increased the ceiling of 
the freedom of the press. The new law deprived the gov¬ 
ernment of the right to pass any penalty nn any association 
or any individual involved in media activities, the King 
added. 

Article 3 of the law reads: Press is frce...and freedom of 
expression is guaranteed for every Jordanian....and he/she 
has the right to express his opinion in words, in writing, in 
photography, in pictographvng or in any other means of 
expression.” the King explained. 

The aim of the new law is to reach a much higher level 
than what we have achieved so far especially al a time 
when there are lots of challenges facing us at the level of 
this "wronged country...the level of a wronged country 
and people whose history has been distorted and has been 
greatly ill-treated in terms of its accomplishments, its 
action, its loyalty and its stand in face of anything threat¬ 
ening ils nation under all circumstances, the King told 
leading journalists. 

The essence and the main objective of discussions in 
such a meeting and similar meetings before is to know how 
there can be a press and media for this country and how to 
enter the world or satellites in an effective way stating the 
truth and defending it all the time because with truth and 
credibilily we will be much stronger than those who intend 
to harm us in a way or another, the King said. ■ 


The 





Star 


Jordan's political, economic 
and cultural weekly 


Tel. 465-2380 
464-5380 

E-mail: Star@nets.com.jo 


* - F‘“> . ■ 





The judicidary police are one 
small part of a host of smaller 
strikes, protests and labor 
actions that have sprouted up 
during the World Cup. As 
listed in Le Monde newspaper, 
they include: Air France pilots. 
Bordeaux bus drivers, south¬ 


ern-line train engineers, medi¬ 
cal interns, teachers in Rouen, 
university assistants every¬ 
where and shipbuilders in Tou¬ 
lon. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Our Say. . . 


La Copa de la Vida! 

MANY WILL remember the year 1998 for a series of dramatic events that will lin¬ 
ger for years. The year is still in its prime and yet it has ushered in a motely assort¬ 
ment of discoveries, catastrophes, debacles and achievements. From the nuclear 
blasts by India and Pakistan to the downfall of Indonesia's strongman, to the Viagra 
revolution and the sun quakes millions of years away. From the continuing ailment 
of Asia's economies and the historic Ireland peace accord, to natural disasters her¬ 
alded by El Nino, to the death of the Middle East peace process. The world in 1998 
is a busy and erratic place indeed. 

But the most memorable event of this year, and probably until the end of this cen- 
tuiy, will be the 16th World Cup finals which opened to a colorful fanfare in Paris 
‘ on Wednesday. For 33 days, until 12 July, the world’s attention will be fixed on 
France as 32 countries battle on grass for the golden trophy which has come to sym¬ 
bolize everything that is good and noble for billions of people. For more than a 
month, politics will go into forced, albeit temporary, retirement, as people from all 
walks of life will be glued to their TV sets to cheer their favorite teams. 

The interesting thing about the World Cup is that it easily and remarkably tran¬ 
scends political rifts, cultural barriers and religuous fanaticism. In effect, emotions 
build up and interest gathers pace even as national teams are eliminated and the 
fight narrows down to a mighty few. Fans immediately switch their support for 
squads belonging to countries they have never seen and are as far away as Brazil, 
Argentina, Nigeria and Cameroon. 

The World Cup offers a precious respite from the sobering and often depressing 
realities of our planet: a world whose legacy is more of poverty, backwardness, poi¬ 
soned seas and air, and political instability than of common happiness and good¬ 
ness. It is a welcome change, a precious gift to billions of people who suddenly, and 
spontaneously, become united in their relish for good sport and fair competition. In 
this race for world glory, the favorites are not always those with economic muscle 
or nuclear warheads. 

The World Cup has resisted attempts to politicize it. although the threat will al¬ 
ways be there. Our hope, and that of fans all over the world, is that this magnificent 
event will survive the narrow-minded schemes to spoil it and to use it as a political, 
or even criminal, platform. Yet, while the World Cup will divert attention from the 
evils that mangle our planet today, it will not make them disappear. Little wars may 
still go on in remote corners of the globe, while man’s greed will continue to ravage 
our forests, waters and skies. Regional conflicts, such as the Middle East, will be 
there once the games are over and the world will go back to face the somber reali¬ 
ties in Palestine, Sudan, Kosovo, Afghanistan and Sri Lanka, among others. The 
world-will be reminded again.of the looming specter of a nuclear winter.taking 
place in the Indian Sub-continent or the disappearing forests of the-Amazon. But, at 
least for a short while, we are all invited to join in this global festival and enjoy an 
event of noble competition and beautiful football away from it all!! 


Despite diplomatic efforts, 
border war rages 


By John Daniszewski 

ADDIS ABABA. Ethiopia—They fought side- 
by-side against a common enemy, shared West¬ 
ern-oriented policies and won admirers in Wash¬ 
ington. where they were viewed as pan of an 
emerging kind of new African government — 
lawful, clean and economically vibrant— bring¬ 
ing stability to a troubled continent, 
instead, to the distress of diplomats, and. in¬ 
deed, many of their own people, Ethiopia and Eri¬ 
trea have fallen into a sudden, seemingly sense¬ 
less fratricidal war over a patch of arid, rocky 
land on their border that is devoid of any obvious 
economic or strategic value. 

The fighting continued against a backdrop of 
renewed American, European and African efforts 
to get the two sides to stand down. But so far. 
there was no sign that a US-Rwandan plan for a 
cease-fire and disengagement has won the needed 
approval of both sides. Since combat started with 
little notice in early May. hundreds of people are 
believed to have perished in infantry and tank bat- 
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ties along the disputed border between the two 
countries and in a ghastly bombing raid carried 
out Friday by Eritrea's tiny air force. In that raid, 
a bomb dropped from an Italian-made training jet 
fell among civilians, killing at least 47 people, in¬ 
cluding a large number of children. Eritrean au¬ 
thorities acknowledged the raid but said it was an 
answer to on earlier strike by Ethiopia on the mil¬ 
itary-civilian airport in Asmara. 

How could these two countries, their histories 
intertwined and their people often imer-married, 
have come to such conflict? Politicians on either 
side have been shaking their heads. And on the 
streets of this capital, ordinary people on Monday 
seemed baffled and worried. 

"We don't know why the war started, but we 
know the effect is bad,” said Tarekegn Abate, a 
sociology student talking with friends outside the 
imposing stone gates of the University of Addis 
Ababa. Abate blamed politicians hungry for pow¬ 
er. saying of Eritreans and Ethiopians. “We are 
not enemies 

LA Times- Washington Post News Service 


Bloody hands all over 


By Ramzy Bartrad 

IN A few r weeks, 1 will graduate from the 
University of Washington, and my eyes 
will start looking back home to die Gaza 
Strip. I am looking forward to being back 
in my old refugee camp, NuseiraL 

I have thought of my camp a lot. and 
asked myself, why am I going back there? 
Gaza, is the most densely 
populated and one of the 
most impoverished places 
in the world, with an unem¬ 
ployment rate of 75 percent 
and a human rights record 
that is violated by Israel on 
a daily basis. Would it not 
be a nightmare to return? 

Our experiences are 
what shape us, our 
thoughts and our dreams. ’ 

Sometimes these experi¬ 
ences are weak, and some¬ 
times they are strong 
enough that they leave last¬ 
ing marks on your life. 

Sometimes, they "leave last¬ 
ing impressions on your 
mind. They are a window 
through which you view 
the world. 

Growing up in my refu¬ 
gee camp has become my 
window. U should not have 
been my home. I should 
have been living in my 
small, peaceful village of 
Beit Daras. Unfortunately, 
the village was destroyed 
by Jewish terrorist groups 
in ?94S. They destroyed 
another 417 villages and 
towns in the process of tak¬ 
ing over a land that was not 
theirs to take. 

The great Israeli leader 
Go Ida Mier once stated that 
“Palestinians do not exist.” I am a living 
witness to prove her wrong. We were 
there. My family was there. The Jewish 
terrorists had the weapons and the support 
of the imperialists in Great Britain. They 
also had a claim that God had promised 
them 3,000 years ago to conquer the land 
and the peaceful Palestinian* people. They 
killed more than 13,000 and exiled 1.2 mil¬ 
lion Palestinians in just a few short 
months. 

Now my people are scattered throughout 
the world. My father and his family were 
forced to flee to the populated refugee 
camps in Gaza, which became the home of 
0.4 million Palestinians. They lost all of 


their land and possessions, and ran away 
barefoot looking for shelter. My mother, at 
six years old, lost her father when be de¬ 
cided to stay to defend their village with an 
old rifle and 15 bullets! She never saw him 
again. When I grew up, 1 realized that my 
family was extremely poor, like many oth¬ 
er families around us. What I did know is. 
that they loved their children and were 



willing to sacrifice themselves to keep us 
dignified and safe. 

My father worked as a cheap Laborer in 
Israel. He was one of hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of Palestinian cheap laborers who 
accepted the fact that the Jews in Israel had 
changed their names to “Arab Jackass." 

In 1967, Israel took over the rest of Pal¬ 
estine, including the Gaza Suip and the 
West Bank. That is when the show truly 
began. I have been.studying political sci¬ 
ence here for four years, but I never saw 
anyone lecture about the racism, oppres¬ 
sion and injustice that Israel imposed on 
us. Israel has violated 69 United Nations 
Resolutions in the past 50 years. Every 


Palestinian you can find has a tragic story 

l °wLj.tbe Intifada started m 1987,pro¬ 
testing against Israeli oppression, I found 
SS Sng my school bag aid boo* 
in one hand, and a rock in the other. When 
my 13 -year-old friend Ra’ed was killed 
xwo feet away from me, I found myself 
taking the flag he earned, and chasing the 
soldiers with even greater 
resolve. When my 14- 
year-old cousin Wael was 
fatally shot with a rubber 
bullet in the neck, I wept 
and told his mother, "AH 
of the youth in Palestine 
are your sons.” 

I - wfli never. forget 
Saed, a six-year-old 
child who was deliber¬ 
ately shot and killed by 
Israeli soldiers while he 
was collecting candy 
from our neighbors dur¬ 
ing our holy feast. His 
small, frail body flew 
through the air and land¬ 
ed just beside the win¬ 
dow of my house as / 
looked on. During-the In¬ 
tifada, 3,000 Palestinians 
were killed, 30,000 were 
' handicapped and tens of 
thousands injured. 

• Many University of 
Washington graduates 
are- looking forward to a 
good job and a good life. 
My eyes cross die ocean 
looking for Palestine, the 
nation of heroes and 
martyrs. For me, Pales¬ 
tine has become a sym¬ 
bol of survival and hope. 
1 know that when 1 re¬ 
turn. • before the car 
reaches our small cinder- 
block house in the refugee canip, I will 
stop beside the graveyard of the martyrs 
to greet my friends and neighbors who 
died defending my homeland. 

Before anything else, though. I will 
make the most important stop of al). I 
will stop at thy mother's grave and read 
the Qur’an. She was killed in front of my 
eyes, when 2 was 14 years old. She col¬ 
lapsed under the vicious beatings of the 
Israelis, trying to protect me and my two 
brothers from their torture. In the refu¬ 
gee camp, 1 see my mother’s faceJI 

This article is by an Arab writer who 
Jives in the United States 


Defining Israel at 50 


The Fifty Years War r . Israel 
and the Arabs , by Ahron 
Bregman and Jihan El-tahri 
BBC Books £7.99, 301 pages; 
Israel: The Historical Adas by 
correspondents of tbe New 
York Tunes, Simon Schuster, 
£25 208 pages; Israel 50 by 
Ben Caspit and Dan Kfir, 
Alfa Communications, 
£29.95,300 pages; Those wen 
the Years by Nissim Mish- 
ai,Vedjoth Ahronoth, £29.99, 
336; A Historical Atlas Of The 
Jewish People from the time 
of the' Patriarchs to the 
presents By Eli Baroavi 
Kuperard £27.95, UK 300 
pages. 

Reviewed by 

□ana Bet-El 

ROUND ANNIVERSARIES 
are an interesting phenomenon: 
like specific birthdays, they 
simply appear in the midst of 
ongoing events, inspiring re¬ 
flection and demanding cele¬ 
bration. While reflection is 
mostly a worthy pursuit, cele¬ 
bration is more problematic. In 
fact it is exceptionally difficult 
to align an anniversary in any 
country—or person—net re¬ 
sources with a precise point of 
health, happiness, clear direc¬ 
tion and general prosperity. To 
many it may seem that Israel is 
none, or very few. of the 
above. Yet nonetheless, Israel 
is 50. A round half-century. No 
longer a struggling young na¬ 
tion. not quite a mature nation. 

Israel is many things lo 
many people, not least to itself. 
A Jewish state, yet a secular 
one: a new nation state, yet one 
with endless and tangled dies to 
the past: a fighting" state that 
has become a regional super¬ 
power. a fiercely independent 
store that still clings to its.pa¬ 
tron, the US. The list can go on 
and on; each point tree, each 
also apparently contradicted by 
another. And that is precisely 
the problem with Israel: it is so 
difficult to define, which is 
why it is also often difficult to 
see it as any other normal 
country. Yet Israel is now 50: 
an apt time to accept both defi¬ 
nition and normality. 

The various facets of Israel, 
as also the question of normali¬ 
ty. are well reflected in this ar¬ 
ray of books. Indeed, one of 
ihe strongest points of The Fif¬ 
ty Years War is its portrayal of 
the country as just another of 
the sides involved in the Mid¬ 
dle Eastern conflict without 
qualifying it for better iff 
worse. Since the same is tree' 
of the depiction of all the other 
sides, the events are the real fo¬ 
cus of the narrative, rather than 
opinion or sentiment. The nar¬ 
rative is fascinating, suffused 
with a bizarre combination of 
both cynicism and naivety, and 
played out against the back¬ 
ground of the cold war. 


,, A*, J»qph r it ,,actually Jm high¬ 
lights the long and interesting 
process of political maturing, 
both in Israel and throughout 
the Arab world. For while Is¬ 
rael was a new and unwelcome 
introduction in 1948, in effect 
most of tbe stales in the region 
were new, post-colonial forma¬ 
tions. But they have all come a 
long way: the book reveals that 
in 1967 the USSR maliciously 
instigated the war, as part of its 
duel with the US. deeming the 
sides to be no more than 
pawns. They were-—but para¬ 
doxically, the event also 
pushed them ail towards the 
status of players, which is why 
subsequent negotiations, espe¬ 
cially in the post-cold war era, 
have become increasingly 

harsh. 

Based on the BBC TV series, 
the book often reads more as a 
thriller than a-well-documented 
work of history, with plans, al¬ 
liances. conspiracies and coun¬ 
ter-conspiracies chasing each 
other from chapter to chapter. 
That said, the Syrian side is of¬ 
ten missing from the historic 
events—the 1973 ceasefire not 
even mentioned—probably be¬ 
cause there was much less ac¬ 
cess to relevant documents or 
people. This is important be¬ 
cause it is clear the characters 
in the region tend to be long¬ 
standing and deeply bound into 
the conflict—unless they die or 
become eliminated—which 
may be one of its key prob¬ 
lems. 

Shimon Peres, for example, 
appears in the first chapter on 
the 1948 war. and is still an ac¬ 
tive politician in Israel, while 
Hosni Mubarak, president of 
Egypt, is already mentioned as 
deputy president in 1977, and 


JRabuL.apq,- Anwar Sadat ^were 
■66fh“assassinated after at - least 
30 years of prominent involve¬ 
ment Then again, given Netan¬ 
yahu, the odd turnover may 
also not be for the better. 

This is an excellent book of 
diplomatic history. That, how¬ 
ever, is also its drawback, since 
tbe social context has often 
been as crucial as any negotia¬ 
tion in deciding events. For ex¬ 
ample, the 1973 war complete¬ 
ly turned the tide of Israeli 
public opinion, not only against 
the long-ruling Labour party, 
which brought Begin and the 
Likud party to power in 1977, 
but also against war as the only 
existential option for the state. 
The ensuing peace treaties 
would not have been possible 
without this element—which 
Netanyahu still refuses to ac¬ 
cept. despite regular opinion 
palls which prove it. 

The social element, as also 
the changing public opinion, 
are well reflected in the two 
commemorative albums. Both 
proceed chronologically, each 
year depicted through pictures, 
newspaper cuttings and com¬ 
mentary, tracking immigration, 
sport, conflict, politics and 
many other aspects of life. 
Those Were The Years is prob¬ 
ably the better of the two, since 
it also incorporates 50 compel¬ 
ling essays by prominent Israe¬ 
lis. roost revealing the deeply 
contemplative, rather than cele¬ 
bratory mood of the nation. 

Israel: The Historical Atlas 
is somewhat different: on atlas 
is a manifestation of history 
rather than an illustration. 
When discussing events, and 
especially wars, it is often the 
most useful way of tracking de- 
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read in conjunction with this 
atlas. Written by long-standing 
correspondents and photogra¬ 
phers of the paper in Israel, this 
book also offers tbe flip-side of 
the view presented by die 
aforementioned two albums: 
here we get the foreigners' per¬ 
ception of the evolving coun-. 
try, both admiring and critical. 
Mote usefully, there is a whole 
chapter devoted to biographies 
of the main leaders of Israel, 
who appear throughout all the 
books—hut without any con¬ 
text 

And finally, there is the Jew¬ 
ish aspect A Historical Atlas of 
the Jewish People is another 
manifestation of history, which 
reflects that the Jews, like Is¬ 
rael, are difficult to define: a 
religion, a people, a way of 
life, an ethnicity. Though in al¬ 
bum formal, and very well il¬ 
lustrated, this book addresses 
all these facets essentially as a 
work of scholarship; In this 
way it also places the creation 
of tbe state within the context 
of Jewish histoiy^-and its con¬ 
tinuity in the diaspora to this 
day—and a measure of propor¬ 
tion is gained: out of 300 pag¬ 
es, a mere 35 are given over to 
the IsraeL Perhaps proportion 
is the most interesting lesson to 
be learnt from all these books: 
Israel is 50, old enough to be¬ 
come defined and normal; Is¬ 
rael is but 50, a mere milestone 
in the long path of history. 
Both reflection and celebration 
are due. ■ 
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What price? 

IDEOLOGIES, SYSTEMS 
of belief, and readily availa¬ 
ble comprehensive pre¬ 
scriptions, have been the 
constant companions of hu¬ 
manity for a very long time. 
Obviously, such items are 
adopted for improving the 
condition of the people, and 
to provide viable alterna¬ 
tives for the society. 

Unfortunately, the ques¬ 
tion of price and cost bn the 
human dimension is never 
raised. What often happens 
is the human element be¬ 
comes, in the course of de¬ 
velopment, .subservient to 
the same ideologies that ap¬ 
peared in the first place to 
solve the problems of the 
human condition. 

In this sense, mankind is 
supposed to adapt to the 
system of thought, rather 
than the system adapting it¬ 
self to tire needs and re¬ 
quirements of the people. 

At times, the means adopt¬ 
ed by the exponents of ide¬ 
ologies. can make one won¬ 
der if the aims are 
worthwhile. Two examples 
come to mind: Algeria, and 
another Islamic state, Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

The first is suffering a se¬ 
vere condition of terrorism, 
while the second is under 
the condition of total war. 

In both cases, there does 
not seem to be any perspec¬ 
tive that justifies the death 
toll and the associated de¬ 
struction. 

- If an opposition group 
follows the path of terror¬ 
ism, and practices it indis¬ 
criminately against its own 
people, such as the para¬ 
digm of Algeria, what level 
of legitimacy can they ex¬ 
pect on reaching a position 
of power or government 
themselves, having ac¬ 
quired that position through 
spilling blood and murder? 
Also, in the example of Af- 
. ghanistan. amidst hunger, 
disease and pestilence (with 
the added bonus of hi-tech 
weapons and endless am¬ 
munition), what is there left 
to fight for, and to fight 
about? If it is to save the 
Alfehani people, then kiU- 

wiieve-.thi^ and if it ts to 
save 'me country, 'then de¬ 
stroying it is not the answer 
either. Should the real an¬ 
swer to these questions be 
to widen the share of the 
drugs trade, then I suppose 
everything is possible. 

Under various guises, it 
is possible to use one ideol¬ 
ogy or another to justify 
one's own aims and person¬ 
al objectives. The most 
easiest to date has been the T 
utilization of religious sen¬ 
timents to mobilize the inert 
feelings of political frustra¬ 
tion, economic want, and 
the general manifestation of 
under-development, in an 
opposition package that 
provides the necessary cov¬ 
er of legitimacy and public 
support. 

Yet, in both cases, it has 
been brimstone and fire that 
are tire modus operand for 
the opposition parties, rath¬ 
er than dialogue and negoti¬ 
ations. Everyone is a loser 
in this formula. Including 
the underlying system of 
belief which was supposed 
to be the motivating factor 
for the upheaval in the firsy 
place. Islam is being abused 
in the name of sectarianism, 
tribalism, and illicit objec¬ 
tives. 

The faith that has trans¬ 
formed peoples and nations 
from the state of Ignorance, 
and enhanced their humani¬ 
tarian qualities, radiating 

knowledge, compassion 
and civilization to the 
world, cannot be an instru¬ 
ment of death, destruction 
and suicide. It is perhaps 
too late now; to attempt an 
explanation for the atroci¬ 
ties in Algeria and Afghani¬ 
stan. 

Hopefully, terrorism will 
be eradicated at some point, 
because even death can 
lose its meaning said may¬ 
be, the ammunition and* 
weaponry will becoro? 
hairier to acquire in Af¬ 
ghanistan for die killing to 
continue. Better stfll, the 
dreg trade may become less 
lucrative or less worthwhile 
to justify the fratricide. One 
thing for sure though, it is 
not late to save Islam from 
its worst proponents, and 
exert every effort to cany 
Jte enlightened Islamic 
rath to tite world. 

Islam, as the religion of 
justice, is neither a refuge 
for weakness and compla¬ 
cency, nor an excuse for 
killing and destruction. It 
has always aimed at elevat¬ 
ing human nature above the 
natural .mstinots that drive 
anti-social actions. Thus, Is¬ 
lam cannot be what it carnotf 
tonegateJI _• 
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■ A1 Mawred for Natural 
Cosmetics Co. {Rivage) 

0pened m 
Sehab under the auspices 

SL Her 5 0yal Highness 
Pnncess Rahmah BinlAl 
Hassan. The company 
will tern charge of man- 
Ufuctunng cosmetics 
purely from natural min¬ 
erals and salts of the 
Dead Sea, Rivage i s 
expected to be a trade 
mark for more than 85 
cosmetic products that 
could, compete with inter¬ 
nationally well-known 
brands, in terms of high 
quality, packing . and 
compliance with the ISO' 
requirements. The vol¬ 
ume of money invested 
in the establishment is in 
the region of JD 4 mil¬ 
lion and it has already 
started its commercial 
output Its products, 
include various cosmetics 
and skin care creams. 
Sources from the com¬ 
pany pointed out that, the 
factory operates at a' 
higbjy beneficial capacity 
and it has a big potential 
tn-export the product to 
international markets in 
Europe, Japan and - 
America. 


■ Total sales of the 
National Multi- 

Engineering industries 
Co. (Namico) recorded -a 
rise of more than JD 6 
million last year com¬ 
pared with JD 3.875 mil¬ 
lion in 1996. It main¬ 
tained a relatively 
upward trend in its 
domestic sales of cables 
and wines. Namico's 
total budget was about 
JD 49.56 million by the- 
end of 1997. and its fixed 
assets are estimated at 
JD37.9 million. Rights of 
shareholders were nearly 
JD 25.25 million by the 
end of last-year. 


■ The first . National 
Agricultural Conference 
is expected to be con¬ 
vened this month at the 
Royal Cultural . Center- 
Organized by the Asstv 
ciaiion of Agricultural 
Engineers, the venue wiH 
tackle means-of emharfc- 
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let KohsTtiffe 


of agricultural sector, dis¬ 
cuss ways of . solving: 
problems fodrig it, come 
up with - recommenda¬ 
tions 10 support, tins viral, 
sector, and develop- 
g renter agricultural 

resources. - About 15 
working papers are to be ’ 
discussal a the three-day 
meeting covering the sit¬ 
uation of botanic output, 
livestock product, fodder., 
related foodstuff indus¬ 
tries. and other issues 
concerning man-power. 
Participants - from 12 
Arab stales will also 
focus on reviewing agri¬ 
cultural policies on local 
and regional fronts. 
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AFM sets the scene 



a booming future 


By mjam Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 


FIN ANC1AJL MARKETS are ‘ 
se$n as a mirror that reflect the 
level of economic activityin a 
countty. This is why govern- 
ttents.uy to enhance & per¬ 
formance of these markets. 
encourage people to invest in 
stocks and carry out develop- : 
ment enterprises.; ‘ — 

Fqr this purpose, a Securi¬ 
ties Commission was formed 
fate Iasi year (after a Cabinet 
decision), to separate the tradi¬ 
tional role .of the securities 

jnarkei from .the supervising - 
one« and to achieve more activ¬ 
ity and transparency at ihe 
Amman ‘ Financial - Market 
(AFM). -.;■■■ 

As a result of the new law, a 
governmental supervisory 
committee was formed to con¬ 
trol the capital market. A 
securities market will be estab¬ 
lished (Amman Bourse), as 
well as a deposit and transfer ’ 
center. The latter will be 
directed by the private sector: 

Sources at the AFM say that! 
the . Commission will soon 
approve the. byelaw of the •. 
Bourse, signaling it’s com¬ 
mencement in compliance with 
the Securities Law. 

Speaking on the latest meas¬ 
ures to revive the shares mar¬ 
ket, Dr. Michael Marto. the 
head of the Securities Commis¬ 
sion (SC) delivered a. speech 
last week titled ‘Restructuring 
of .tbe. Capital Market, mid its - 
impact on Jordan’s Economy.’ 

Dr Marto reiterated that the 
main objectfve of die SC is. to 
improve, and develop the. capi¬ 


tal marker in a way that helps 
the national economy to revive 
and prosper. “This will be 
through directing savings 
'towards investments and 
enhance the role of the private 
• sector to achieve economic 
■growth "he said. 

-. This objective should lead to 
Tangible results, as the expertise 
of specialized technical cadres 
mil help the Commission to 
supervise .the issuance of securi¬ 
ties; the process of trading in 
them. and the organizing of the 
Bourse activities. . 

•This is- hot all. Other tasks to 
be shouldered by the SC cover 
^monitoring the centers of 
deposits and transfers, and 
organize and control the pro¬ 
cess of disclosure of data relat¬ 
ing to securities. This policy 
will make investors feel safer, 
when they notice that the capi¬ 
tal market has adopted a trans¬ 
parent strategy which strength¬ 
ens their trust in the AFM. This 
is widely considered to be the 
best method -'for emerging 
markets. 

With the implementation of 
the SC plans. Dr Marto feels 
more optimistic, and says that 
the capital market wiH reach a 
turning point when these plans 
are completed. Such a strategy 
will reorganize the market ena¬ 
bling it to cope with the require¬ 
ments • of international 
standards. , - 

Dr Marto referred to the vol¬ 
ume of trading at the AFM. not¬ 
ing that remarkable growth had 
been generated. Turnover was 
up from JD 10 million in 1978 
(when the . market was estab¬ 
lished) to more than JD 1 bil¬ 
lion.in 1993. In 1996. turnover 


was only JD 283 
million. Some ana¬ 
lysis attributed the 
fall 10 internal fac¬ 
tors reflecting the 
anxious mood of 
the market, whilst 
others linked it to 
the frustration 
which followed the 
peace process and 
its effect of damp¬ 
ening expected 
profits. 

However, many 
wealthy Jordanians 
preferred to deposit 
their money in 
banks, in order to 
receive a regular 
interest, us opposed 
to Tunning the risk 
of other investment 
schemes . This was 
because the Central 
Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) had 

embarked on a 



policy to 
increase the bank interest'rates, 
aimed nl protecting the dinar 
and maintaining its strength 
against other currencies. 

This issue has created contro¬ 
versy among experts and ana¬ 
lysis. Some agree with the 
CBJ's philosophy, saying that 
the step has been targeted at 
building a certain level of hard 
currency. They argue that this 
year, the CBJ has allowed hunks 
to cut the interest rate in older to 
achieve iut goal. 

Others stress that this step 
was the main cause behind the 
weak performance of the mar¬ 
ket. which was in a depressed 
state for many years. However, 
in light of new measures 
adopted last year lb attract for¬ 


eign investments, the AFM has 
seen noticeable growth. 

Thus, turnover went up last 
year to JD 425 million, and the 
official index of AFM recorded 
its highest level at 170 points, 
making a rise of 1 U percent 
compared with 1996. This year, 
so far. share prices have 
increased by six percent com¬ 
pared with early 1998. and turn¬ 
over was up by 64 percent. 

Also, the market value of 
subscribed stocks rose in 1997 
to reach JD 3.9 billion, against 
JD 3.5 billion by the end of 
19%. By last May. the market 
value was about JD 4.3 billion. 

Dr Marto. commenting on 
these figures, said that thc~ratio 
between the market value to the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 


in Jordan is relatively high, cur¬ 
rently standing at about 70 per¬ 
cent" 'This shows the signifi¬ 
cance of the securities market in 
the national economy." he 
added. 

As for the bonds market. Dr 
Marto said that the SC will do 
its best to re me ihe market as 
it has a special role in supplying 
necessary finance for invest¬ 
ments. at a reasonable cost So. 
the level of commission and 
fees taken on these bonds will 
be eased, aiding to the revi¬ 
val.! 


Investment flows into Jordan 

SINCE IT was passed in 1995. the new Investment Pro¬ 
motion Law has helped a great deal in streamlining the 
economy and in reviving invesimenr enterprises. Much 
focus was given to the need to attract foreign capital. 
Thus, the share of foreign ownership in some develop¬ 
ment ventures in the Kingdom has been raised, reach¬ 
ing as high as 100 percent in some sectors (excluding 
mineral and construction projects). This step reflected 
positively on the industrial and services sectors. Also, 
there was a noticeable growth in share dealings on Ihe 
Amman Financial Market (AFM). as millions of dinars 
were pumped into the market by foreign investors. 
These investments came in the form of contributions 
aimed at expanding existing projects, he they joint ven¬ 
tures with Jordanian investors nr purely foreign 
enterprises. 

Nonetheless, the issue of foreign investment and its 
share in the economy has aroused doubts among some 
experts, who stress that priority should he given to 
inter-Arab joint investments which will provide support 
to the economy and maintain stable growth. 

The volume of investment enterprises recorded a 54 
percent growth in the first half of this year (us com¬ 
pared with the same lime in 1997). This is a direct 
result of the incentives provided by the new Investment 
Promotion Law. So far. investments have totalled JD 
131 million, compared to JD 84.1 million last year. The 
industrial sector received the lion's share of these new 
investments, and benefited more than any other sector 
from the new law. It has 53 projects, with ahout JD 
32.3 million, which comprises around 25 percent of all 
foreign investment. This is followed by (he hotel sec¬ 
tor. agriculture, railways and hospitals. The size of the 
foreign share in these projects reached JD 33.2 million, 
standing at 25 percent of the overall investment. 

However. Arab enterprises still make up 94 percent 
of the non-Jordanian investments, with the remaining 
share coming mainly from America. Canada, and 
Europe. The highest inter-Arab investmeats came from- 
the Gulf enterprises, whose share totaled about JD 29 
million, representing 94 percent of the overall Arab 
investment and 85 percent of non-Jordanian invest¬ 
ment. ■ 


US Airways files for second 
Philadelphia-Paris flight 


ARLINGTON. Va^US Air¬ 
ways filed an application with 
the US Department, of Ttans- 
partationjte.week^lD operate a 

’ .. ..“ ¥ 


necting through. Philadelphia 
.International Airport 

lii addition to the Plpladel- 
phia-Paris filing. US. Airways 
EJhe 


daily flights from Philadelphia, 
where the airline employs more 
than 4.000 people. US Airways 
enplaned nearly 6.4 million 


ways • Express. US Airways 
Shuttle and MetroJct serves 
more than 208 destinations 


tab . and '.Paris’- Charles de 
Gaulle Airport, beginning 1 
Mart* 1999. 

'Tbesuccess of our existing 
Pgris service, linked: to . the 
overwhelming support we 
receive from the Philadelphia 
community, reinforces our 
deciaon to add a staond'daily 
flight iii tins market." said Ste- 
pbaa M- Wolf, US-Airways 
Group chairman and CEO. 
“This is yet another meaningful 
step for US Airways in becom¬ 
ing a much larger international 
carrier, and we-are delighted 
that Philadelphia will-play such 
important sole in this 
endeavor” 

As of October. US Airways' 
wiU-operate one daily round 
trip flight from both Philadel¬ 
phia and Pittsburgh .to Paris, 
instead of two daily, flights 
from - Philadelphia Today’s 
application is designed to rcin- 
staie a second Philadelphia- 
Paris flight commcncing in the 
Spring, giving US Airways a 
total of three daily flights to the 
French capfiaU 
US Airways plans to operate 
the second flight departing 
Philadelphia at 7:45 pm; with 
an arrival in Paris at 9:15 am 
the next day. The westbound 
.Right is planned to depart Paris 
at 11:15 ain, with an arrival in 
Philadelphia at 2:15 pm. 

US Airways wflj operate the 
flights with the 203-seat Boe¬ 
ing. 767-200 aircraft, featuring 
US Airways’ new Envoy Class 
service. 

With the added service, more 
than 70 communities will have 
convenient service to. Paris edi¬ 


tion to serve Philadelphia- 
Milan and to serve London 
Heathrow from Philadelphia, as 
well as Charlotte. Boston, and 
Pittsburgh. •’ 

. ‘US Airways and US Airways 
Express operate nearly 400 


enplaned nearly 6.4 million - worldwide, including 38 states 

asgsps? flifi* sss«s- 1 

,/■ ' Grand Cayman. Montego Bay: ' 


US Airways also operates 
transatlantic flights from Phila¬ 
delphia to Amsterdam. Frank- 
fun. London. Madrid. Munich 
and Rome. 

With the June 1 launch of 
MctroJeL US Airways. US Air- 


ayman. Montego Bay: 
Nassau. San Juan. Sl Thomas. 
St. Maarten. St Croix, and the 
Canadian destinations of 
Toronto. Montreal. Ottawa. 
Hamilton, and London. Onta¬ 
rio.! 


The 6 hot checks’ spiral 


THE PHENOMENON erf hot checks is 
on the rise again, despite the repeated 
warnings about the nej^tive effect they 
have on tbe economy. 

The latest official figures released by 
the Central Bank of Jordan show that 
133,600 cheques bounced in file first 
quarter of this year, valued at JD 141 
miUion. This compares to 460,000 
returned cheques valued at JD 434.7 
• million for the whole of last year. 

There were 2.06 million checks sub¬ 
mitted for clearing during the first quar¬ 
ter of this year, rained at JD 2,714 bil- 
v 1 4he-majority were written 

Jr* .Jttii in<AiffiDaiP(ii;79 million checks val¬ 
ued at JD 2/470 billion). 

- The phenomenon of bounced checks (or 
“hot checks” ) started to escalate m the 
early 1990s, and the problem has 
increased drastically since then. In 1993, 
there were 328,400 checks, valued at JD 


2863 millioo, but within two years this 
amount had almost doubled to JD 400 
million. Ihe peak in value was recorded 
in 15196, however, as the value of checks 
which have no account or deposit rase 
sharply to JD1423 milli on. Tbe highest 
number of bounced checks was 
recorded last yean a figure of 460,000 
checks. 

Banking sources say that this never 
ending problem Is a reflection oT the 
fragile trading process, feeble economic 
activity and the deterioration or pur- 
charing powers. Many businessmen and 
merchants- have concluded big • deals 
using checks, hut have failed to-make 
die payments due, because of insuffi¬ 
cient fluids at file appointed hoar. 

Observers involved with this phenom¬ 
enon stress that tough laws are required 
to act as a deterrent, otherwise the prob¬ 
lem will continue on its npward spiral Ji 


Lacking capital, Russia struggles 


to pursue free-market capitalism 


By David Hoffman 


MOSCOW—**1 don’t have 
much time. I have to get to Ihe 
bank," apologized Sergei 
Marastyev, a third-generation 
textile worker, holding a cellu¬ 
lar telephone in one hand In 
the distance, beyond the walls 
of his office, could be heard a 
muffled roar, the sound of 
looms churning out white cot¬ 
ton bedsheets and soft fabric 
for diapers. 

• Marastyev, technical director 
of the Izmailovskaya Manufac¬ 
turing Co_ a Moscow textile 
factory dating back to Imperial 
Russia, has good reason to be 
worried about the bank. To 
understand the significance of 
the financial turmoil that has 
enveloped Russia in recent 
weeks, Marastyev needs to 
look no further. 

He has a single, six-month 
hank loan. This is the longest 


term available in Russia today. 
The annual interest rate is 42 
percent at the moment, hut this 
could be on the increase again 
soon. The Central Bank 
recently raised its benchmark 
lending rale to 15(1 percent for 
a while, before dropping it hack 
to 60 percent. 

For Mamstycv’s factory, 
which he said is operating on 
(he edge of profitability, the 
outlook for additional financing 
is bleak. 

His predicament is at the 
root of Russia's economic trou¬ 
bles six years after the collapse 
of Soviet central planning. The 
country has set nut on a course 
of free-market capitalism, hut 
as things stand now. Russia is 
starved for capital. "There is no 
capital coming in to cither 
households or corporations." 
said Al Breach, an economist at 
the Russian European Center 
for Economic Policy. 
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There arc many reasons for 
Russia's current troubles. In 
the Iasi six months, financial 
markets here have been rocked 
by three waves of investor 
flight and panic. On each of 
these occasions, interest rates 
have rocketed sky-high, tight¬ 
ening the choke-hold on the 
real economy. The Russian 
economy was expected to 
return to growth this year, after 
many years of free fall, but all 
signs of a revival are currently 
looking a little anemic, despite 
inflation remaining low. 

Moreover, the economy is 
dominated by a coterie of polit¬ 
ically well-connected tycoons 
and their empires. Virtually ail 
enterprises, workers and the 
government arc enmeshed in a 
vast wch of debts and barter 
trade. Russians still tend to 
keep their savings under mat¬ 
tresses. rather than putting 
them into investments. The 
larger restructuring or industry 
has lagged, with firms stiil 
struggling with obstacles rang¬ 
ing from unreformed bureau¬ 
crats (o ubiquitous protection 
rackets. 

In addition. Russia was hit in 
recent months hy two external 
shocks. The first was the Asian 
emerging markets crisis lost 
October, which rattled investor 
confidence in what was then 
the high-flying Russian stock 
market. The second was (he 
collapse in world oil prices (his 
spring. Oil is Russia's major 
export, and the decline of 
world prices to $14 a barrel 
hurt oil companies and further 
dented government revenues. 

The last few weeks have 
been especially trying, pushing 
the Russian economy almost to 
the brink. Trying lo stem the 
exodus of investors and stave 
off devaluation of the ruble, the 
Central Bank raised interest 
rales tn punishingly high lev¬ 
els. The specter of ruble deval¬ 
uation is especially worrisome 
because Russia's hanking sys¬ 
tem is extraordinarily vulnera¬ 
ble. owing an estimated $15 
billion in short-term foreign 


loans. 

For the West, as well as for 
Russian policy-makers, the rid¬ 
dle now is how to avoid 
another wave of investor panic, 
while trying to press ahead 
with overdue and badly needed 
structural reforms. 

Only last summer. Russian 
officials were speculating con¬ 
fidently that ihe current three- 
year. $9.2 billion loan from the 
International Monetary Fund 
would be the last. But now. 
Western lenders are pondering 
whether to offer Russia a new 
stand-by financial package with 
a goal of easing the govern¬ 
ments immediate short-term 
debt problems. 

At the same time, they arc 
also debating how far to go in 
demanding more progress from 
Russia on structural reform. 
One argument is that it would 
be a mistake to give more 
money to Russia without 
benchmarks leading towards 
reform. The counter argument 
says that it would be a mistake 
not to give money to Russia 
now. just because reform is 
incomplete. 

Charles Blitzer, director of 
emerging markets research for 
Donaldson. Lufkin & Jenrette 
Securities Corp. in London, and 
a former chief economist for 
the World Bank in Moscow, 
said the short-term goal is to 
shore up confidence that Russia 
can gel its tattered public 
finances in order. 

"There are no magic buttons 
to push at ihe moment." he 
added. "Tbe reality is that you 
have weak governance, and this 


shows up in many dimensions. 
What is most essentia] for this 
government is to deliver on 
their commitments and not to 
commit to something they 
can't deliver." 

At the center of attention is 
the black hole in Russia's bud¬ 
get. Tax collection has 
slumped. Yeltsin appointed a 
special commission, allowing it 
lo use police tactics in forcing 
laggard companies to pay up. 
but it did not work. Last week. 
Yeltsin sacked the head of the 
tax service, and replaced him 
with Boris Fyodorov, a former 
acting finance minister and 
economic reformer, who has 
promised a broad assaulL on 
deadbeats. In addition, a new 
tax code with lower rates has 
been drafted, but this remains 
mired in the Slate Duma, the 
lower house of parliament, 
controlled by Communists and 
Nationalists. "Everyone pays 
lip service to tax reform." said 
Blitzer. "but at the end of the 
day. you have a Duma more 
interested in bringing down the 
regime than consensus. You 
have powerful vested interests, 
particularly in the regions, and 
large enterprise groups, who 
arc all doing well under the 
present system.” 

Also being watched closely 
is the government's growing 
cost of servicing its short-term 
debt. Over the last two years. 
Russia has borrowed more and 
more to cover the budget defi¬ 
cit using high-yielding, short¬ 
term bonds known as GKOs. 
The borrowing has created a 
snowballine effect, with the 


interest on the bonds eating up 
more and more of the federal 
budget, creating a bigger deficit 
and a need for more borrowing 
at higher interest rates. The 
six-month bond rates were 40 
percent in May. hut these rose 
to 72 percent last week. 

Breach said that last year. 
Russia spent 25 percent of its 
federal budget on interest pay¬ 
ments. For the first four months 
of this year, that share had 
already climbed to 32 percent. 
The higher bond rates have a 
double-edged effect: costing 
(he government more, and 
soaking up Russia's scarce cap¬ 
ital due to the attractive yields 
on offer. 

Even supporters say the new 
government fed by Prime Min¬ 
ister Sergei Kiriyenko. while 
committed to economic reform, 
has been slow to react to the 
current economic crisis. A coal 
miners' strike paralyzed rail 
transport, parliament approved 
a bill limiting foreign invest¬ 
ment in the electricity monop¬ 
oly. and then one government 
bureaucrat suggested ineptly 
that perhaps Russia should stop 
paying interest on its debt, all 
of which frightened investors. 

"It created a critical mass of 
imuhles "said Yegor Gaidar, an 
economist and former prime 
minister, told the Moscow 
News, adding that some inves¬ 
tors decided to speculate on a 
ruhle fall. while others 
“urgently fled the Russian mar- 
ket.'l 
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Cooperation through music 


AS PART of the ongoing cultural cooperation 
between the European Union and Joraan, the 
European Commission and the National Music 
Conservatory signed an agreement last weekto 
establish a' F.icultv Chamber Orchestra. The 
objective is i«> remote classical music and Arab 

compositions. ,, 

The new Chamber Orchestra will comprise IJ 
members of the National Music Conservatory 
teaching staff and will be conducted by Mr Jean 
Philippe Rouchon. Head of Teaching, at the 
National Music Conservatory. Financing from the 
EC. to the tune of JD 16.700. will cover the costs 
of the Orchestra for one year, during which three 
concerts are planned in Jordan. 


The long-term objectives of the Of^jes ™ 1 

Sy-jS 

venture to promote contemporary 

as a hub for c«W 
dialogue by inviling high cdiber music.fms io *e 
Middle East and providing 
exchange opportunities for music graduates, 
Jordan and other neighbouring counm^ 

The agreement was signed by Mrs ffind ““ 
Nasser, chairperson of the Co ^ t ^. r °yves 
National Music Conservatory, and Mi .Yves 
Gazzo, Head of the European Commission 
delegation to Jordan.* 


Spanish Culture 

Influence of 
Lorca lives on 



By Natasha Twal 

Special /«> tin• Shir 

bom ion years, have passed >inee the 
eminent Spanish laureate Federico 
Garda Lorca was born in Granada 
in I Soft. On lhis special occasion the 
Spanish Cultural Center. “Insiiiuto 
Cervantes" in Amman, is holding a special 
tribute in his honor that started last month and 
consists nl various cultural activities. Its aim is 
in introduce u« Jordanians the glamour ot 
Lorca's majestic ocnvrc. 

Lorca is Spain's must articulate p»wi and 
playwright. More ihan any other of European 
poets of the 2Uth century, his lyrical 
masterpieces have received much acclaim Jtid 
translated into many languages. 

He was bom m an educated family in Fnenie 
Vaquems. A poet, dramatist, musician and an 
artist, he attended the University ot Granada, 
where he came to acquire the skills and 
techniques of a literary education. 

In 1919. he went to the Residence de 
Estudiantes in Madrid where he met all the great 
writers, critics and scholars who \ foiled the 
center which was a nourishing place of cultural 
liberalism. In I l »2 1 '. he went to New’l ork where 
he published his hook. Poem *•// AVwra. < A Poet 
in New York!. 

Upon his return in what was then republican 



Spain, he dcvoied himself to theatre and became 
the co-dircctor of La Barraca. a 
government-sponsored student theater tour 

company. . - , 

His most famous play that was first 
performed in 1935 is Mlanto por la muene de 
|«nacio Sanchez Meias' (Lament Tor Ignaao 
Sanchez Meias >. The play was basically an 
expression of sorrow for a bullfighter who died. 

But there is more than meets the eye. What 
characterized Lorca the most was his versatility. 

He could and did adapt to the different 
historical stages that art went through: the 
classical, romantic and surrealist. 

in 1928 he wrote Romancero Ciumo, (The 
Gvpsy-Ballad Bookj. The work represented his 
most mature and unified poetry. It shows the 
spirit of Lorca's homeland in a style that is full 
nf musical and dramatic events. . . 

He also wrote classical plays, pantomimic 
interludes, puppet plays, and three tragedies: 
Bodas de sansre. (Blood Weddings 19331. 
Yerma 1 1934) and La Casa de Beranarda Alba. ( 
The House of Bernards Alba 1936). 

But during that year his life came to an end 
when he was tragically murdered in Granada by 
nationalist partisans in mysterious 
circumstances just after the outbreak ot the 
Spanish civil war in 1936. 

One striking example of the activities held by 
the Spanish Center in Lorca's homage is a 
classical guitar 
concert of Lorca es 
composition that 
took place last 
month at the Union 
Bank hall. It was 
performed . _ by 
Spanish guitarist 
Rafael Serrallet. 
considered to be 
one of the best 
guitarists of his 
generation. 

Another event 
that took place last 
month at the Royal 
Cultural Center is 
the performance of 
Amargo-a play 
based on Lorca's 
poetry masterpiece 
Romancero 
Ginlano. It was 
performed by 
Teatro de la 
Ribrera. which is a 
group of 

professional actors 
who came all the 



way from Spain to perform this play. 

A painting contest was another interesting 
event that took place last week at the Spanish 
Center. “Several Jordanian painters and other 
resident painters from different Arab countries 
participated in this competition by displaying 
their artistic works that have something to do 
with Lorja or his works," stated Lola Infante, 
the director of the Center. . 

The jury was presided by the Spain s 
ambassador in Amman Mr Eudaldo Mirapeix 
and the president of the Jordanian Plastic Artists 
Association. Dr Kb a fid Khreis. 


Mr Ibrahim A1 Abdali from Iraq won the 
painting contest and was awarded a trip to Spain, 
staying one week at the Residence of Students. 

Yet. other events are still taking place as part 
of this unique program. There is a conference at 
Darai AI Furain on 9 July about the influence of 
Lorca on contemporary Arab literature. ■ Arab 
poets and specialists from the Middle East and 
Spain are taking part. 

Lorca is a virtuoso who very much added to 
the depth of Spanish culture. This heavy-loaded 
program presents a genuine contribution to the 
world of literature.* 


Lorca 


Artist Rafiq Lahham displays much talent 

A painter with class 





By Kofi Attab 

Special lo the S:ar 

ohammed Rafiq AI Lahham’s influence 

M on contemporary Arab art especially in 
Jordan, is beyond refute. It is true that 
there arc many talented Arab artists, both 
young and old. but after visiting his latest 
exhibition at the Amman City 
Hall where he employed 
many sophisticated tech¬ 
niques. it becomes obvious 
that the Syrian pjinier who 
was born in Damascus 1932 
is in a class of his own. 

Bordering or. the abstract, 
his paintings show emotional 
depth lha: transcends beyond 
the brilliant colors. Powerful 
brush-strokes on the canvas 
create a haunring sensation, 
with strong spiritual messag¬ 
es. And the magnitude of his 
work is due to hrs early train¬ 
ing in Dar A! Sine: wai Fu- 
nun in Damascus ar.d then at 
the San Giacomo institute in 
Rome, and at the College of 
Fine Arts in New York. 

His works tackle a cumber 
of themes, such as the God- 
Man relationship, interfasth 
dialogue and co-existence of 
reunions, with a boldness that 
might he shocking to many 
conservative members of the 
Arab public. He was quoted Al ^kam 
as saying “Paintings ok not 
only a form of art. but also a 
medium of expression." True to this philosophy, he 
is able to express h:> message in a clear and concise 

Lahham. who ;s a funding member ot the 
Arab Plastic Arts Association established in 
1971 has used various forms of media in all ot 
the 37 nieces, like acrylic on paper, along with 
paint, collaee and oil on canvas. They not only 
capture the eye and imagination of the visitor, but 



also send strong visual messages. ■ 

As usual, most of his paintings pre of Arab callig¬ 
raphy. devoted to the glorification of Allah. This is 
found in exhibit 27 of Bismillahi Rahman Al Rahim 
( In the name of God. the gracious and the merciful) 
and in exhibit 28 that is simply titled ■‘Allah 1 ’ (God), 
in which he used color lithography to attract the vis¬ 
itor’s attention to the grandeur of God. His ability to 
recreate scenes are outstanding. 
He creates the impression that 
Jerusalem is a holy city, by 
painting a number of minarets 
and domes depicting AI .Aqsa 
mosque. 

In his painting called Itmuna 
(Motherhood), he proves his 
skill and technique in using in- • 
tersecling lines. Imuma might 
show how much he has been af¬ 
fected by the childhood relation 
with his mother. Al Shabab 
(The Youth) indicates streams 
of life, whilst Al Azhaar (Flow¬ 
ers) show the tenderness, of life. 

Laham is also a founding 
member of the Jordan Plastic 
Association. He has participat¬ 
ed in several exhibitions in Syr¬ 
ia. Egypt* Banglcdesh and Tai¬ 
wan. . 

He represented Jordan in the 
International Arab Conference 
(IAC) in Amsterdam in .1969 
and was the exhibition manger 
for the Jordanian exhibition 
during the “Jordan Week" in 
Tokyo in 1995. He has won 
several Arab and International 
awards, including the Union of 
Arab Plastic Artists Gold Shield, awarded in 1981, 
along with the Al Kawqab Medal (Second1 Glass) 
awarded by His Mstfesty King Hussein m I98&. He 
has worked in the Ministry of Tourism. His exhibi¬ 
tion is currently at the Al Medina gallery, alongside 
the works of other contemporary Arab artists, which 
is a chain of exhibitions laid on by (he Amman City 
Hall. It continues until 15 June 1998.* 




A G E N D A 


Exhibitions 

■ At Darat al Fumin (Jabal 
al Weibdeb). an exhibit of 
graphic and oil works on 
paper by Tunisian artist 
Gulder Trikj opens on May 
25 at 6 pm. The show, com¬ 
prising work done between 
1973 ami 1995, will run until 
June 26. 

■ Also at Darai al Funun, a 
new collection of Contem¬ 
porary Arab Art will be on 


display until June 25. 

■ ‘Letters of Clay and Silk*, 
a homraage to Muhideen Ibn 
Arabi is'an exhibition by Al¬ 
gerian artist Rachid Korai- 
chi that opens at Darai Al 
Funun on June 3. It is held in 
cooperation with the Frenches 
Cultural Center. After the 
opening an Algerian Music 
Concert will be held at the 
Darat at 8 pm. 


1 
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'S SKr? hs 15 on display at the Jordan Design? 

and Trade Center. The exhibition continues till 25 June. 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


— SATURDAY 

■- 3:00—Holy Koran 
■, 3:10—Johnny Quest 
“ 3:30—I W anna Rg 
— Neighbors . . 

■ Z y 3 **—Ocean Wflds 

*£■ Program 

# J-jy—Acapnleo Bay 

:* —News In French . . 

1: 4!"—Discovery Magazine 
: . ^—News Headlines' 

®* 4 Yonr LMe . 
*00—Cinema, Onema 
8*30—Prism 
9:10—Sirens 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:3©—Feature Film: Fatal 

■ Appeal, starring: Brian 

:: Dennehy and Tom Moson 
. 12 : 00 —-Country Music 

SUNDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
' . 3:10—The Pumpkin Patch 
3:20—The Pink Panther 
.*• 330—Skippy 
• 4:00—The American Chart 
■■ Show 

m) 5:00—In The Wild 
0:00—French Program 
7:00—News in French 
. 7:15—A Tour in France 
[' 7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Life’s most 
Embarrassing Moments 
8:00—Taste of Africa 
8:30—Challenges 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News At Ten 
10*30—Correffi " 

:i 12:00—The History of Rock 
3 & Roll 

MONDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Highlander : 
j; 330—Raider of the South 
U Pacific 
T 4:00—Neighbors 
i? 430—Last Frontiers • \ 




The History of Rock & Roll, Sunday at 12:00 pm. 


5:00—French Program 
7i00-r-Newsin French 
7:15—Frend* Programs 
7:30—NewsHeadHhes 
7357-Hope saad Gloria 
8:00—Perspective 
9:10-99-1 ■‘Stone” 

10:00—News. At Ten 
1030—Law and'Order ; 
11:10—Bay Watch Nights 

... :'"'".. > nlE 8 lftAY , ^ 
3:00r—Holy Koran • • 
3rl0^-Prt>Slar 
330—SmallTalk 


4:00—Border-town 
430—TheHealth Show 
5:00—Route of Capricorn 
6:00—French Program 
7:00—News In French 
7: lS-^FrenctiPrograms 
7:30—News Headlines 
735^Step by Step 
8:00—What would you do 
830—Rhodes 
10^0—News At Ten 
1030—Feature. Film: 
Perfume of the Cyclone, 
-starring: Jeff Meak and Marcel 
Van 

12:00—Metro Cafd 



MOVIE 


V ; . CiOUPE DU MONDE 
World Cup on (£?) ^ 
JTVchannel2 

Daily World Cop 

briefing at 5:00pm 

News at Ten at 9:30pm.4^^P^pp 

Live football match 

at 10:00pm daily. 


WEDNESDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Mr Bogus Show 
330—Castle of Adventure 
4:00—The Album Show 
5:00—French Program 
6:00=-Acapulco Bay 
7K)0—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—Buddies 
8:00—Envoy Special 
9:10—Kung Fa 
10:00—News At Ten 
1030—The Golden Moment 

(Mini Scries) * 

THURSDAY 

3:0Br-Holy Koran 
3:10—Dinky Dis 
330—The Animal Park 
4:00—French Programs 
430—Blue Water Dreaming 
5:00—NBA Gaines 
6:00—Slider 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—Big Brother Jake 
8:00—Great Romance 
830—Dr Quinn, The 
Medicine Woman 
9:10—The Oprah Winfrey 
Show 

10:00—News At Ten 
1030—Feature Film: Rio 
Shannon, starring:Blain Brown 
and Shay A star 
12KHMCan’t Hurry Love 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—-Teddy Ruxpin 
330—Wishbone 
4:00—He Shoots, He Scores 
430—Tarzan 

530—The French Program 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Program 


730—News Headlines 
735—The Fresh Prince of 
Bel Air 

8:00—Life on the Internet 
830—The Brain 
9:10—Babylon-5 
10:00—News At Ten 
1030—The Golden Moment 

(Mini Series) 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

17:00—Faot pas rever 
19:00—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L'ffiuf de Colomb 

DIMANCHE 

18:00—Bonne espe ranee 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

LUNDI 

17:00—Thalassa 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Cinq sur Cinq 

MARDI 

18:00—Les cteurs brulfs (6) 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Fractal es 

MERCREDI 

17:00—tlshuaia 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

JEUDI 

16:00—L’ecole des fans 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Atomes crocfaus 

VENDREDI 

1730—Fort Boyard 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Allft la Terre 







m 




Programs are subject to change by JTV 


Matthew McConau 
ghey stars in “The 
Newton Boys” the 
true story of the 
Newton brother, 
bank robbers in 
the 20's. 

Directed by Rich¬ 
ard Linklater. 
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—ihis week’s— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 


Weefcdy Tip: Debates rage, blit-the 
outcome is obvious. Practical conunon. 
sense is going to won but over lofty 
ideas. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Long¬ 
distance interests conflict with obliga¬ 
tions closer to home. Since'money is 
tight, perhaps you can do the travel 
electronically. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Don’t 
take a financial risk. Don't make a 
loan to a flaky friend either. You could 
pool money with a friend to travel, 
however. 

.Gemini (May 21-June 21). Looks 
like you’B be stirred into action. If you 
have the facts at your fingertips you’ll 
be able to overcome the opposition, 
but it’s a tough fight. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Con¬ 
centrate on work. There’s mote com¬ 
ing in every minute. Use secret 
information you receive to complete a 
project 

- Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ll be 
so busy falling in love you may not 
have tune for anything else. Unfortu¬ 
nately, there are a couple of other 
things on your schedule. . 

Virgo (Ang. 23-Sept. 22). Confu¬ 
sion reigns. Keep track of the changes 
or you’ll wind up in the wrong place at 
the wrong time. You'll be vety lucky 
in love. 

Libra (Sept 23-OcL 23). You’re 
smart and that's good. Stick close to 
home: Although you’d like to travel, 
you’d better waiL 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Your 
shopping expedition should go welL 
Don’t go too far into debt You still 
have to p^y it off, remember? 

- Sagittarius (TNdv. 22-Dec. 21). , 
You’re under increasing pressure to 
settle down to-work. It’ll be impossi¬ 
ble to ignore the stuff that's stacking 
up, especially, if you need that pay- 
check. • 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You 
wotik hard to keep up with a demand¬ 
ing schedule. Don’t worry. You’re 
looking verygood. 

■' Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Friends 
and loves, take up all your attention. 
Yon’re^ under pressure, probably of 
your own making. You’ll have to hit it 
hard to keep up with the pack. 

Pisces (Feb.l9-March 20). Confu¬ 
sion is everywhere so don’t feel bad if 
you get. son» oii you. If you just fig¬ 
ure it out iniiritrvely, you have a bet¬ 
ter chance of imderstaridmg. 

If You’re Having a Birthday This 
Week: You’ll learn how to work with 
a partner this year, possibly out of 


PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 


I WAS THINKING 
ABOUT THE ONE 
IN THE KITCHEN 
WITH THE 
woopeniop; . 


[I 


ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 


Goa? uew ft si.wooo- 
WE JUST PICKS? UP 

* i we Mun/eysuaseK 
Aocaums 


THE Stftte 
WHO 

seeve 

THE 

FASTEST 

FOOO 


ME. HASK, THE THSrk 
weep is why 

TUBJE FOOD I'VE 

MA/ BE FAST AgXAUGB? 


*KIWD*' 

t 


BUT THE>' 
FAy REAL 


■no Be 

PAID I If 


YES.AU p j*m 
RAJ5IN6 
>t?UR SALAUy' 
JO BLflBSEES 
A WSEK. 


CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 


Henrik ALWAYS Budw'n 
The FW?AN0MEVS?e&r 

It) THE HIDE. 


Jumble 


Dnsnoble these four wonts, one wm 

ktter to each square, to Torm four Giddyspf 
ordinary wants. \ 

I AMMADI __ % 


POTVI 


YESANU 



tyb c&N&crr? 

H OR5G iMPUL$IVELy 
R6A6TEP TO -me. 


Now amoge the drekd letters to fona 
tbe snrprise answer, as saggestedbyifae 
above cartoon. 


Anew.'THE 


0 H98.Tflaio& M afia Serricei 


XN3W0W 3RL dO uBTldSn HHL 
—sup o] pacreai /ipAispidmi aaioq s.XoqMOO sqj, js / a suy 

Adrana asvhnti joau wvavw nv 


Words of 
Wisdom 


If you tell little while lies 
long enough, you'll soon be 
color-blind 

Don't work to make a liv- , 
ing; work to make a life. i 

« » * 

Nothing has the strength of 
the well-chosen word. 

Anxiety about what might 1 
happen does nothing but sap 
strength. 

• « 4 

A little modesty is a good 
thing; too much modesty is 
hypocrisy. 

■ • ■ 

You aren’t a coward just 
because you are fearful. Hie 
courageous fight despite their 
fears, while cowards run 
away because they’re afraid. 

OlftW-TSwie Mafia Sente 



lUlltUlllUl 


**... I can't go bowling tonight, Freddie, I'm cram¬ 
ming tor an IQ test tomorrow..." 
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' ■ COUPE DU MONDE 


f . 33 jours, 32 equipes, 64 matches, 704 joueurs, 

400 buvettes, 2,5 millions de 

JpS spectateurs. Pendant plus d’un mois, 

■ vivez la passion 

de la Coupe du monde de football en France. 
A cette occasion, le Jourdain vous propose un 
. . _ supplement special pour mieux suivre le 

Supplement en frangais du Star dernier grand evenement sportif dumillenaire. 






Marie, dans le rdle de 
ZaJdQurban, pour sa toocbeard^w 
Fabrics Randoux, Monsieur «Plus d info* 
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France 98, c’est parti ! 

Ouverture des hostilites hier avec Bresil-Ecosse. 

La Coupe du monde, la demiere du millenaire, la France I’attendait depuis 1938, date au 
dernier Mondial dans VHexagone. II luifautmaintenantprouverqu’elle rrierite cet nonneur. 

, , .... , r ; - . \ " —;—^ o o*’'*--- o. V.- spectateurs & travers le r 

'»«■«“ Quinze am. dvSi*- 

•s-Unts, le ans e’e*t le temps qu il aura ville ( 1992 ) vienneut redorer le . ,<y^ I 

nlmagique fallu a la France pour obteiur blason d’une France d’autant Ac**- a. \ r V £&*>,(sjrr^S 

rnmmiuuion de a XVleme a. i„ ««r- A V 1Y :i ° ■ A Vt ^ milliard de tElEspectateur 
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£#i 1994, aux 
Etats-Unis, le 
Bresil magique 
du capUaxne 
Dunga rempor- 
tait le precieux 
trophic pour la 
quatrieme fois. 
La selecao de 
Ronaldo sera-t- 
elle capable de 
renouveler 
I'exploU cette 
annee 
en France ? 
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Tourisme 


Et si les Fran^ais disaient bonjour ! 

line Coupe du monde pour lancer la saison : une aubaine pour 
tons les acrairs du tourisme , prets a accueillir les visiteurs 
et rangers et d leur dormer le gout de la France. 


La France «i %c> n- 

chesses tourisiiquc-. auirem de nsl 

plus en plus de monde : de 61.5 lau 
millions cn 19% le nombn? de P 21 

louristes esi pj.v .e ;i plus de wi 
millions en 1997. IK semnl 
rcjoints cei ete par les ania- 
icurs de football. Voilii 
done 1'Hevaline ■.. 
charge d'une deli- ' • Wf: ;!{-'• 
eale mission .* ^ i*JV‘ 

creer k-s end.- 

[ions dune iete ■ • * 1 ' 

reussie a la ■-V'F'’* . 

fois pour le* r ». 

adepies du /.' \ K *‘ 

ballon rondel 

les inurisiei .. ' *■' 

nioins •.Mr.- ; - 

cemes par o: ••; -e.,-; 

sport. Pour j; 

rele-.cr le t __ 

deft, la France ' • ■ • . 

a decide a, ?*.- 

metire I accent 

sur la^uelite de 

notoiremeni le putni I'aible 
du tourisme franca is Le- pro- 
lessjonneK. eon--ck-nt.s de 
i’enjeu et des inquietude:- legi¬ 
times des \ isitears iCupaciK 1 ' 
d’aecueil --aiuree-.. siicurite. = r _'- 

hausse des nrrs... i. sons dans 
le cadre de l.i campaenc Bf>:- 
ifiur ■« massr.enieiil eneage« 
cn siynnni un • contrel-accueri- 
qui ren-Jra ia France encore ru : 

pi us cun', iv i.iic I nc campaenc P[ 1 

••pri\ juste- cst cgalcntcni rr.r-c I11C 

en place et un panon.cau P* 1 ! 

• Ifnnjmir. jt mchitmc ptw 


I decncil ■ permeura aux tou- 
ristes d’identifier les hotels, res¬ 
taurants et autres commerces 
participant a 1’operation. 


-I 








Les jeunes. amateurs de 
grands \ os ages mais a la tele 
de petits budgets, ne sont pas 
ouhlies. Grace a un • pusse- 
jeune reser.e au\ moins de 25 
ons. ii> peusem obtenir des 
reductions de 10 ii I5 r r s,ur les 
pri.\ uftichvs dans les heberse- 
ments. le> pares de loisirs. les 
pares thematiques. les miisccs... 

Mctne si lu Cnupc du monde 


C’est la vie 

La trend a francais d' Amman 

c* » 

Cinema 

Cjde conssteri* ii la roalisntriee Aynts Varda, 
lenue dc I’lifvcs de !a phoiogrjphic. Ay lies Varda j realise en 
l c »54 un film d*au'.eur J'Ji Kt.i d'elle un des prccurscurs de lu 
Mou\cllc A ague. Hue utulwe des utopies des annccs 70, elle a 
>ntfiqtic des coRd-ini:- jUcr-rciotir du cnati au long metrage. du 
rinctnit ii ia tcic’.Mon. dc In pitots- j I'image animec. dc la fiction 
tu document jire. 

7/t : o dc > li 7. firm en iv.’ir et blane de J%2 a\ee C- Marchand et 
V. Bourse}Her. sous-litre en arabe. 

rieo. une jeune eha/ueese. jpprend qu cMc cst attcinte d un can- 
:er. Errant dar.s !e- rue*, eiie r.-ncontre un jeunc soldat qui pan 
xiur U nuem en Algerre. 

jimdi 15 join au Centre culture! franqais a 18h30 et 20h30. 
ienseisnements au CCF au 4636445 ou 4637009. 


Quinze ans. Quinze 

ans e'est le temps qu’il aura 
fallu a la France pour obtenir 
F organisation de la XVleme 
Coupe de raonde de football, la 
demiere coupe du millenaire. 
Quinze ans entre le moment ou 
le president de la Federation 
fran^aise de football d'alors fit 
part de son d^sir d'accueillir le 
grand rendez-vous mondial du 
seul sport universe! et le 
moment de la finale rant arten- 
due le 12 juillet. dans le tout 
nouveau Stade de France, a 
Saint-Denis. 

Et encore. lorsque Fernand 
Sastre pose la candidamre de la 
France, le 21 juillet 1983, 
aupres de la Federation interaa- 
lionale. s’agit-ii de la Coupe du 
Monde 1990. Selon une regie 
racite d'altemance entre 
FEurope et l'Amerique du Sud 
-alors les deux seuls continents 
footballistiques de la planete- 
apr^s le Mundial espagnol de 
1982 et celui de 1986, d£ja 
attribue au Mexique. la compe¬ 
tition doit revenir a un pays 
europeen. Les Franpiis d6ci- 
dem cependant de se d^sisier 
pour 1990 au cas ou l ltalie - 
qui a re^u le deuxifeme Mon¬ 
diale. en 1934. alors que la 
Frtmce a organise la Coupe en 
1938 - serait choisie. et de 
transferer leur candidature sur 
1998. 

II faut dire que les Francois, 
apres avoir d^maraf le siecle 
tambour battam, sont un peu 
frustn£s de grands ^venements 
sportifs : Jeux Olympiques 
d’6te en 1900 et d’hiver en 
1924, Coupe du monde de foot¬ 
ball cn 1938 done. Apres- 


guene. seuls les JO d’hiver de 
Grenoble (1968) et d'Albert¬ 
ville (1992) viennent redorer le 
blason d’une France d’autant 
plus absence de la seine spor¬ 
tive intersatiooUe que ses rep- 
resentants ne raminent pas des 
moissons de mddailles. C'est 
pourquoi les plus bautes auto- 
ritds de I'Etat s'iavestissent a 
fond dans le soulien it la candi¬ 
dature du Mondial de football. 
Ce sera fait, des janvier 1989. 
par une iettre tris officielle de 
Francois Mitterrand dans 
laquelle le president de la R6p- 
ublique assure Joao Havelange 
de « I'appui sans reserve des 
pouvairs publics franqais & 
cette candidature». 

2,5 milliards de francs 

La France n'est pas scale sur 
le coup et doit- compter avec 
sept concurrents, certains de 
grande notori&e : Angleterre. 
Bresil. Chili, Inde, Maroc, Por¬ 
tugal et Suisse. Et c'est & New- 
York, en ddeembre 1991, tors 
du tirage au sort des Elimina¬ 
tions du Mondial aroiricain, 
que les Fran^ais prEsentent leu- 
dossier. Ensuite. tout va trts 
vite. Mi-avril 1992. la commis¬ 
sion technique de la FIFA se 
rend en France pour examiner 
le dossier de candidature et 
donne Fimpression d'etre satis- 
falte. Ce sera le cas. puisque le 
2 juillet 1992, par douze voix 
contre sept au Maroc, elle con- 
fie :! la France l’organisation 
du Mondial. Une condition est 
mise cependant: que le pays se 
dote d’un stade de 80.000 
places, qui de route fa^on Iui 
manque cruellemenL.. depuis 
1920. Fernand Sastre et 
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Tirages de maillot, tacles par derriere, anti-jeu. Aux 
hontmes en non- de faire respecter le fair-play surle ter¬ 
rain dans une competition aux enjeux extraordinaires. 


Fancied capitaine de l’Eqoipe 
de France, Michel Platini, sont 
portEs k la co-prEsidence du 
CotnitE fran^ais d’organisation 
qui voit le jour le 10 novembre 
1992. II restait alors 2.000 jours 
pour organiser une competition 
qui, regroupant pour la 
premiEre fois 32 Equipes, com- 
prend 64 matches eo -5 
semaines dans. 10 villas. Pour 
ce faire Us pouvaient compter 
sur un budget dc foactioooe- 
raent de 2500 millions de 
francs, sort environ un quart de 
ce que la Coupe cofltera & la 
France. C’est le prix 1 payer 


Securite 


pour montxer que la Finance est 
pi&c 4 entrer dans le (raisiEme 
nuUEnaire. " 

Lm QEaurt* lie Lam 

On salt dEjh que ce Mondial 
sera 1'EvEnement le plus tbE- 
diaris E du XXEme siicle. PrEs 
de 1Z000jounufistes- couvreut 
l'EvEnemem. ddnt prfes de 6000 
jomualistes et techmd ens' de 
(ElEviaon qui assureront plus 
de 6000 heures de programme. 
L'andience cnmuJEe des 
retransmissions .JElEvisEes est 
estimEe k 3U milliards de tElE- * 


spectateurs & travers le monde. 
Deux fois plus que les 7 Jeux 
Olympiques. La settle finale du 
12 juillet 98 sera suivie par 1.7 
milliar d de tElEspectateurs. 

La France, ainsi sous les pro- 
jecteurs de tous les mEdias du 
monde, aura h. occur de donner 
la meilleure image d’elle- 
meme. Image d'un pays aux 
tecbonologies avancEes et aux 
transports perfdrmants (malgre 
la rnauvaise volomE d’Air 
France), image d’un pays qui 
salt faire la fSte. 

Le ComitE ftan^ais d’organi- 
sation emend en effet - que 
chaque ville organisatrice-ofire 
aux supporters une vtroisiEme 
mi-temps> qui les invite a 
dEcouvrir les richesses de leur 
parrimoine culturel. tourisrique P 
ou gasnonomique. Le tout dans 
une joyeuse ambiance. 

- Aprfts le grand show parisien 
de mardi dernier, Nantes va se 
plonger dans les rylhmes endia- 
blEs du BrEsil. Montpellier 
suivra sa caravane afiricaine. A 
Lyon, on dEcouvrira la fresque 
gEante du MondiaL A Saint- 
Denis, Berlioz enchantenr la 
Basilique. Lens fen ddfilcr ses 
GEants, marionettes animEes de 
9 metres de ham. Saint-£oenne 
s’enivrera % de littEratnre 
EtrangEre. A Marseille, on par- 
courera le monde dans un jar- 
din. Bordeaux accueiUera sa 
finale de Coupe du monde des 
enfants,. . Enfin, Toulouse 
s’unprEgnera de culture occi- 
tane. Tous les joers, foot ou 
pas, ia Coupe du monde prom el 
de faire de la France le thEatre 
sportif et culturel d'une gigan- 
tesque ffcte h I’echeJle planE- 
Catre.M . 


n’est pas 1’objecrif premier de 
nombreux touristes, connaitre 
les resultats des demiers 
matches ou regaider son equipe 
favorite a la telEvision peut etre 
agniabJe. Des points d'iafon na¬ 
tion seront iostalles dans les 
lieux d’accueil (hotelsjes- 
. uturants. cafes... i. Les 
mJS hotels diffusant les 
chaines EtrangEres 
seront signaiEs par 
^ un auiocoiiam 

spe-cifique. 

• Enfin. les villes 
*S qui ne ,partici- 


Une collaboration entre Etat et CFO 

Toutes les forces sont mobilises au-dedans et au-dehors desstades pour que la fete 
soii belle. Les bonnes volontes sont aussi de la partie. 


L'accueil, la convivia- 
litE dans la securitE, est une 
ambition panagee par les dix 
villes organisatrices qui ont, 
parall&lement a l'evenement 
sportif. Etabli des programmes 
d'aniraation et de fete accessi- 
bles a tous. Bien eniendu, la 
securite des millions de visi¬ 
teurs figure au premier rang 
des prioritEs. 

La repartition des compE- 


tences a Ete dEfiiue treize raois 
avant rouvemne de I'cpreuve, 
dans une «convention de sEcn- 
riliS signee le 21 mai 1997 
entre le Ministre de llnterieur 
et le CotnitE franqais d’orgtni- 
sarion (CFO). Leurs efforts 
communs donneront lieu k 
deux pEri metres de sEcuritE. Le 
premier, dit pErimitre CFO, 
comp rend le stade et ses 
abords. le deuxiEme, plus large, 
dit pErimetre de sEcuritE de 


I’Etat. matErialise 14 zoik 4 
1’uitErieur de laquelle I’Etat 
mettra en place un disposidf de 
service tfordie renforcE. Cent 
milli ons de francs ont ainsi EtE 
dEbloquEs pour assurer la sEcu- 
ritE des personnes et des biens, 
gErer le flux des spectateuis et 
mettre sur pied une assistance 
mEdicale. Chaque jour de la 
compEtidoo, 5000 CRS (mem- 
bres des Complies rEpubli- 
caines de sEcuritE) et geo- 


Pi-y’Zsy:.-., 

* ■ —. '* ■ 


_ pent pas 

. directement a 
. la competition 
pourront dif- 
fuser. sur 
MM grand ecran. 

les matches 
choisis. 

-• La demiere 
.~\S grande manifesta- 
'' f lion d'ete en 

France dare de 

r ky 1989 : e’etait le Bicen- 
y~' tenairc de la Revolution. 

Cette annee-la. 50 millions 
de touristes etrangers ont visile 
la France. Deux ans plus tard. 
ils eiaient 60 millions, seduits 
par 1’imagc positive donnee par 
cette grande fete. En 1998. les 
acteurs du tourisme ne seuienl 
pas rater le rendez-vous inter¬ 
national du Mondial et anen- 
deni les memo reiombees be- 
nefiques qu'il y a presque dix 


Stephanie Rouget 


Exposition 

En 1995. {‘artiste algerien 
Rachid Koraichi travaillc 
>ur des jarres d’argile avec 
des potters lunisiens. Lt. 
jour, au cours de leur cuis- 
son. de violent* wages ecla- 
tenu dctniisem les fours et 
leur contenu. Deux ans plus 
tard. Ic pcintre a repris ce 
projel on France avec Faidc 
notatitment des pot icm 
d’Anduze et de Saint Quen¬ 
tin la Poteric. C'est unc par- 
tie dc cette production IT 
\ase\ d'Anduze, 14 jarres a 
olives, ainsi que 7 voiles de 
soie) qui est presentee au 
Centre culturel tajngais et 
a Darat at Fonun jusqu'au 
2 juillet. 


Menaces terroristes sur I’Hexagd^e 


Farmi les menaces potentidles, la 
piste islomi5ie semble la plus serieuse. Les 
anEstations de suspects qui sentient lies a ces 
rescaux se poursuivent apres la mise hors 
d’etat de nuire. debut mars, d’une Equipe liee 
au GLA. Les enqueteuis oat decouvert alors’ 
toute une collection d’anicles sur la Coupe du 
monde. 

En Allemagne, eo Itaiie et en Angleterre. 
tout cornme en France, des islamistes conci- 
nuent de s’acdver pour leur cause. Les plus 
achames cfentre cux ont suivi un 
entraincment au Pakistan. Les services specia¬ 
lises dc tous ccs pays, qui entretiennent des 
rclanons Etroites, onl cette mouvance 4 l'ceil 
et Iui portent regulierement des coups. Pour 


autant, si la m«»ce istenis£e,' &l'Occaskta dn - ; - 
Mondial, semble lie phis, dangaeusfe.* 
cialistes ire nEgUgent pas pfyor ' ; .«rtant': fes-f 
autres. Les trois attentats comrais IT f a pen dc\ y 
temps au Pays basque: fran^ais par Iparrefarak ; 
et la reprise des opErations. tfe : 

historiqnc (organisation corse). »' iSJpos6 3 Y 
une bombe le 8 mni Marsralleocntte kf-Cda^ 
seil rEgional, confeme la pe»ist!ahb& 
activismr bexagwwd. 1; 'L '•■. • A 

Toutefois ces orgam^atkxtt/ii^otit jamms-' v 
comnus d'attenlats-fflassacres. TeJ n'est pss. to^ .y 
cas de FETA, dont la dmgero^ 
prendre des prEcautioos parocufibces . lor$,dcJ ... 
matches aoxquels assistopat lei glus Laules. 
autodtEs espagnoles-W •' ' - v ' 


darmes mobiles 
viendront 
s’ajoutw aux ser-J. 
vices locaux de 
police, de getK 
dannerie et des 
services . _de 
secours. Quant 4 
1'assistance mb- 
dicale. elle est 
assurEe par plus 
de 110 mEdecins 
et infhmiers et 
pits de 900 
secouristes. . 

Accueillir Z3 UneCquqpi 
millions-de spec- “ Franee 
tateurs en - un 
mois reprEsente un engage¬ 
ment de tous les instants. Dans 
chaque stade, places assises 
indrvidueBes et oumErotEes, 
syst&mes de vidEosurveiDance 
sqphistiquEs et amEnagements 
des infrastructutes pennettront 
de garantir aux spectateuis les 
conditions indispensables 4 
leur contort et 4 leur sEcuritE. 

Le disposidf h nmain, large- 
mentinspirE d’un modfelt qni a 
montrE son efficacitE lors de 
1’Euro 96, est organisE autour 
des «sudwrs», ciEEs pour la 
premiftre fois sur un EvEne- 
roent d’une telle ampleur. Lear 



Une iquqpe de sicuriti lors du Toumoi 
de France 1997. 

mission sera d’accueillir, de 
ud engage- controller, de placer et de ren- 
stants. Dans seigner les spectateurs mais 
ces assises aussi de veiller 4 leur sEcuril«)|l 
nuraErotEes, aux abords immEdiate et 4 

surveillance l’intErieur du stade. avec mi 
tEuagements moyenne un stadier pour cent 
pennettront sp«nateurs (soil 800 pour le 
sctateuis les seul Stade de France) pour 

disables 4 chaque match. II s’agit pour un 
r sEcuritf. deis d’on personnel professian- 
nain, large- nel de la sEcuriiE et pour deux 
KJdile qni a tiers de volontaires. Rigou- 
ritf lors de reuse meat sElectionnEs et tes- 
inisE autour tEs, tous les stodiers ont bEnEfi- 
SEs pour la ciE d'un programme intensif de 
un Evfine- formation, crEE par le GFO 
ipleur. Lear avec le concours de l* faat ■ 



Marketing 

Une vitrine pour sa technologie 

La France sous les projecteurs des madias 

pour le meilleur et pour le pire. & 

Pour son TGVou ses greves despilotes d’Air France. ' 


mz&A 




Le TCW un atout rapide pour les grandes distances. 


Haute couture, par- 

fums. gastronomic... image 
classique et entendue de la 
France. Aeronautiquc. con- 
stniction automobile, recherche 
medicale, parapharmacic etc... 
sont if autres poinLs forts 
renommes 4 I'etrancer. Mais 
au-dcla dc ces cliches et images 


d’Epinal, les 1 2.000 journalises 
prEwnts pour la Coupe du 
Monde, les milliers de suppor¬ 
ters anendus ei les aullions de 
spcctatcur.s vont pouvoir 
dccouvrir d'autres aspects de Ia 
France et de .sa technologie. Par 
I'imermcdiaire de parienariats 
mis en place par France 98, il 
sera presents d'antres realisa¬ 
tions du savoir-faire ffamfais- 


Les journaltstcs, dans l'usage 
quotidien, enverront tElEcopies, 
courtiers Electroniquex, images 
par 1'intennEdiaire de France 
Tdecom. de quoi se faire une 
idEe des cotnpEtencex de la 
tElEpbonie franqaise. Les sup¬ 
porters. les delegations et les 
mEdias utiiiseront souvent dans 
lews dEp bee meats les services 
de la SocietE nationale des 
chetmns de tier (SNCF) qui, 
grScc 4 la dcssette par TGV 
des dix viDes organisatrices, 
assurers une port important 
des dEplacements. La SNCF - 
s’est engagEc 4 assurer dans les 
raeSleures conditions le trans¬ 
port des 2,5 millions de sup¬ 
porters. Les trains de grandes 
iignes notamment, fonctionne- 


ront la nuit afin de permettre le 
cas EcbEant on retour dans la 
ville de residence. 

Les d^ilacemems des 
Equipes, quant 4 elies, seront 
assurEs par des vols intErieuis 
de la coropagnie Air France. 4 
condition de ne pas Stre pemir- 
bEs par les noouvemeats de 
grive.en cours. 

tchell* humalne 

Les millioas tElEspecta- 
teuis n'anront pas une vision de 
toutes oes mfiastnjctnres. Pour 
eux, les realisations les plus 
visibles, aificqueUes seront con- 
sacrees de longues heures de 
retransmission, seront les dix 
stades oh se dfcroulent les ren- 
conires. Neuf d'entre eux exis- 


taient dEjh ■ ils ont subi des tra- 
vanx de r Ea m anagement 
d’ampleur et de coOt y^ables. 
Tous ont gardE une capacitE h 
la mesure de Ja ville qui les 
bfibetge. Un peu Etroit pour 
•I’EvEnement, ils- ne d&viendtont 

pas des espaces surdimension- 

oEs apr^s la Coupe du Monde- 
Un seul stade a Et£ constnut 
pour I’occasion, le plus grand-' 
celui qui accueiUera le plus de 
matches: le Stade.de France de 
Saint-Denis (voir page 10L 
. ' La Coupe du monde, nadEfi 
marketing pour les ehtreprises. 
les rfgjons et .les services. Par 
raf^toit 4 Ia- gompEtmon 
propremem dite, la France y a 
un a vantage certain • elle esti 

seule dans la vj&iueJI .:. 
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attention les secousses 


d’habitude A au ^ aU f°di Pendant le Mondial, le championnat de I’elite, comme 
deux semni n 7 mme ^Weihdat et Faisali, se poursuit. Interrompu pendant plus de 
nes en rnai, le jeu a finalement repris ses droits, sans eteindre les rivalries. 


Les Jordaniens derriere leur ecran 


En attendant 
la des gar^ons» 


cf; 


rv ■*? 



le ! !™ f>eS SIoik des 
SfcKf des elimina- 
' du monde en 

n»p I» S'° Pd i U1,ei,S "'out plus 

que la tfiie et leur championnat 
ES**. se consoler. Et encore. Ce 
d«wer avait bien mal com. 
™nqS. Apres quelques jour- 
jwes de competition statement,- 
la plupait des elubs de IMliic 
avaient en effei decide de le 
boycorter: Pomrae de la dis- 
corde avec la Federation jorcla- 
ntenne: 1 ardent des matches, 
j ,, ^ lson ^ da 1 championnat 
de 1 elite (I'dqifivafem de la 
premiere division en France) 
^avatrappor^ 173.000 JD & ]a . 
vpredermon, chargee ensuiie de 
realstnbuer la sormne aux dix 
clubs de reiiic. Cette rfparti- 
uon est, d’un commun accord 
: ^ club paJestmieu 
Bucher 

31.000 JD. Faisalr, .son ennemi 
jure, 16.000 JD et les huit 
autres dubs, seulement 12.000 
JD. Une situation qoi parait 
bien injuste. Mais il. fam bien '- 
dire que chaque fois que les 
Verts de Weihdat entreat dans 
le stade de la Citd des Sports, 
plus de 20.000 fans passiotes 
font sooner les tiroirs-eaisses. 

En revanche, une rencontre 
. Ahli-Ramtha n"attire pas les '■ 
fonles : les tribanes sont Iarge- 
noent clairsemfies. Brcf au nora 
de la popularity les clubs 
^avaient accept^ une distribution 
"inique des recettes des matches, 
tout en ruminant Jeur amerturae 
dans les vestiaires. , . 

Mais les dontees du 
probteme se sent modifites 
cette annte puisque la F£dera- " 
tiou de football a passe un con- 
trat avec une socitftS dTinves- 
tissement pour s'occuper de la 
promotion-, des matches de 
I’flite et de la vente des billets. 


■ -t 4 - ■* 




•JKJS 1 * est r *9 ui P e qiti arrive en tite des ventes de billets, avec plus de 
20.Q00 $upporters d chacun de ses matches. 


1 r°P&MScm"‘ i dentes. Un giteau all&ham 
WUUOO JD, soil presque deux dans un pays oh le profession- 
fois plus que les saisons prfic£- ' 'nalisme est erabryonnairc et 

v ... . v; . - ... 
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__ S0uverifrs\ 

Lucien, le preimer goleador 

Le 13juillet 1930, tin Emngq^jHmte A la postirite en inscrivcu 
“ le premier but ^^^nuerniM^du premier Mondial 

Soixante-huit tard, Lucien Laurent 

n'a rien oubliede?S&*g&f8&'^^sormaislAeendaire. 


Ancien diii^^J^j 

club de Besan^on, LucidR sabii 
Laurent aime a raconter !. 
son histoire. Sqn aventnre 
du premier MondiaL 

*A I'epoque, j'&voluais ait". 
Football Club de Sochaux. '■ ‘ 

Ait paste d'mterieun - 

comme on dLiait alars.'Ca. : 
correspond aujourd'hui ti 
une sortc de numero S ou 
numero 10. C’etait la fin ' 
des a nates 20, ei nous '• A 
.1 ciions tous des joueurs M 
amateurs. Moi, par cxem- ifl 
pie, je travaillaLs a Vusine. fl 
Peugeot. Et je tnavaiflais H 
vraiment; je n 'etais pas H 
payv pour m'emrainer. gjfl 
pour faire du spurt-*, H 
rappeUe-t-Jl .. volontiers. H 
Tn5s vite. par ses quality * 
naturelles et une technique 
brillanie, Lucien' - Laurent 
s'impose au plus haut niveau 
fran^ais. Et ]orsque..le comiti 
dc selection de la Federarion le 
contacte et liti propose de parti- 
ciper ii la pntmiire Coupe du 
monde, le footbaOeur sochalien 
accepte. U reconnait qn’*#7 ne 


y-msr^, 

i. Laurent ne 
L fate jamais 
cun entrwr 
|. nement 


savait alors pits trap ah se trou- 
rait 1'Uruguay, mais ■ une 
Coupe dw puntde f d, ne se 
rejiisepas...*.- ' 

•Pqortaht, certains joueurs 
devnml refuser la s£le^ion et 
le voyage en Amerique du 
Sud : pas question pour leurs 
employeurs de leur accorder 


Petite histoired’uin 


Enfermee 'darn un coffre entreposfi au Som^sbi' pc jat; • 
Federation fhu^aise dc fic^baU, la td^’^ mcmde/ne.scsa T * 


umeiim Ck M-uiuuuv v ^ ”, ~ - v 

de la finale, kd2. jrnllet ptTKdiam rt;rennrse - 

champions par Michel Platini.. 'r \. - 

jusqu’a: cede date, s£curit£ oblige, stads sesjangw S?utBens •, 
poum>nt rapprcH*er et l’admirer. Impossftled'en^vOTrplpS'.; ■ 
sur ses conditions de detention, son entnsi^ n^'Be.^ rc^tant ■ • 

&CCXCL ' ' * *" 

Cr66e en 1974. celie sculpture de 1'Iralien SdvioJGazzan 
mcsnrc 36 centimetres et p&se prH de 5 kilos : exacteaKpi- ; • 
4970 ©plumes d’or massif et de maladute qm repfeen tero up - 
• joueur oii bras fevds supportanr un globe:^IJepuis^^san amvee - 
en France en dAaanbre dernier, elle est plarte sous, hame-sur-.. 
veil lance, cotrvdr comme im veritable, tresor. V^-- j-' •< 

En attribuant le tropbee du dernier Mondial J .XXtoc-. - 
siede. la. France inscrit son oora <ians I hisoairc. du fOotbail- 
EUe toume ainsi une rage qu’rfle avpit inaugur^ SMxar^ - 
dix am plus lfo. enitialisaiH k prejmer troph6e-de la fJfcmew' 

‘ Coupe du monde, Cdui-ci avajt^ commam^ ^r .Mes 

RimS alorc president de b FIFA <a gaudw sip mj&ph««pV., 

b-'.au scuipteur franpm Abel Late*. La;STJ 
- one ciwipelilioti mondiaie ■ 

Fed^'i^inlcnwlionale retpn, le 26 m^i.1928, 

L’objd, uik: statuette en of de P*® 5 d. 1 ® ■ 

lisail'^une \Teloire Uil6e reposant^sur -yrK base^ (xpogom^^ 

^ Teilemeni' aiJ'^"d'aineurs^-queSc ^'' ' 

s'envoler Volte une pretmSrc fotS.l Losdres. en 1966, ceat .. 
s envoter. .vtuce ^ Jcan . Ritnct Jul; retrou. - 

• "■ vfe^-ei 

■ .nwm,;eo. 19|0,\an .. 

' J Bn£siL -jiremier 1 - 
pays - k'^avdir- 



m 

ki 


retepopi. \trois:‘-.. 
Coupes' ".da - ^ 
mondeV-.. =i\ v 

Subii-lisiSe S' • 

' dodye»ii ..-elte\ 
n-u -lpluji, ti& Y 
-loea-liste , ; • 
depuis. l.BisP:; 

tfc^paysr&vent-,; 

aiijoapTRui dc] 
aj^wpnec 

. oe serait-ce E^ c \- 
' quatre jhis i A‘ ^ ■ • 7 ' • 


qui a ravivd la c'onvoitise et la 
jalousie des petits dubs du 
championnat qui comptent 
leurs sponsors e( one sou vent 
des di/Ccufifs a bonder 
1’annte. Sept d'emre eux om 
ainsi rdclom^ que 80% des 
. recettes de 1997 soient redis¬ 
tributes k l'£[ite de mani&re 
6gale sans' tenir compte du 
□ombre de suppor-ters de 
chaque club. 

La fronde ifiait me nee par 
Faisati, pourtam plutot favorisd 
par le systfeme de repartition : 
«Nous comprenons 1‘injustice 
qui est finite aux petits clubs, se 
targuait alors Sultan Aidwan, 
le prteident de Faisali. dans.le 
role du Robin des bois du foot 
jordamen, les eras clubs de- 
vraiem faire aes concessions 
pour permettre aux plus petits 
de vivre. Le seal moyen, e’est 
d'avoir une distribution egali- 


taire des ventes de billets du 
championnat dc l'elite*. En 
face. Weihdat et ses joum 'kour. 
Le club des Verts etait naeme 
pret a remettre en cause sa par¬ 
ticipation au championnat - 
synonyme de catastrophe 
nationale - en cas de change- 
menis notables de la redistribu¬ 
tion des recettes. Le pone- 
parole du club faisait remarquer 
a cet fgard qu '«il n'etais pas 
juste de donner la meme somme 
d Ison] club et d ceux qui 
n'axtirem que quelques cen¬ 
tal nes de spectateurs. Dans les 
deux cas. les recettes sow 
totalcmenr diffdrentes*. 

Depuis un mois maimenam, 
le championnat a rcpris son 
cours normal. Les clubs et la 
Federation se sent mis d'accord 
pour un nouveau panage des 
recenes (unc fois teduiis les 
fraisi : one moititi sera dteor- 
mais penfue par les quatre raeil- 
leures £quipes du championnat 
et 1' autre, repartie dquitable- 
ment entre les .six clubs res tarns. 
Une solution qui ne change pas 
fondamentalemem la donne 
puisque ce soiu souvent les 
memes equipts que Ton re¬ 
tro uve en haut du tableau. Far 
ailleurs, les clubs ont obtenu 
une rallonge de 3000 JD pour 
cede saison : de quoi calmer les 
ardeurs contestataires. 

Pour Abdullah Kiswani, le 
prteident du club d'Al Jazireh. 
cette affaire n’illustre pas 
. senlement des ennuis d'argenL 
Elle nSvdlerait plutot des 
«problemes internes entre les 
clubs*. Le cooflit, en tout cas, 
n'a pas dJssipe les profondes 
rivaJites qui couveut dans le 
championnat jordanien. ■ 

Yoossef Abn Shleh et 

Y annirlc filing 


Midi, jeudi 28 maL Mon tdl^phone qui 
vient d'etre install, sonae sans arreL Je 
dterochc. test mon i^dac'chef au bout du 
fil : *Tu peux turns faire une rubrique sur 
la Coupe du monde ?*, me propose-t-il 
apt&s les fortuities dc potitesse habituelles.. 
Je refl&his. jTtfeate : oMcds moi, j*y con- 
mis rien aufoot*. av&nt de demander phis 
de prteisioQS ser fe papier & terire. Com- 
prenam mon inquietude, il m'expliqne avec 
- son enthoasiasme 6temcl qu’il nc vent rien 
de technique mais plutot un petit sondage 
pour sa voir oh les Jordaniens vont regard er 
les middies dn Mondial. - * 

Void done fe resultat de ma .modeste 
enqoete: 

Les miles de Jordanie, au moms pour le 
foot; sont des achamte. C'est sans surprise 
qu’on les tronve beanconp plus passiontes 
de bahan rood que ks femmes- Emhou- 
siasie, Khaied Barghouti, 38 ans, pilote £ Ja 
Royal Jordanian, confiait son impatience a 
sa femn» avant Je coup d'ecvoi de la com- 
ptetion. Dans le sec tear de la publicity, 
c’est le memrenqmKsement Bien avant le 
premier match. Adel Ckhman a pass£ des 
invitatkms pour rcgarder la Coupe ctez Jrn. 
Et pais pour la premihre fois, les Jordanj- 
ens om soivi one grfeve frai^aise de bout 
en boat. Les piioies d'Air France observent 
jriusiears jours cfairit de travail et c'est 
touts la Jordanie en fmoi, qui s'inquiitt de 
l'avenir de la Coupe do monde. 

Les matches de football seront un £v£ae- 
menr social et familial use Jordanie 
un peu monotone. De quoi casser leur rou¬ 
tine quotidjenne. Beaucoup -vont ainsi se 
reunir k la maison ou dans des lieux pu¬ 
blics poor suivre le MondiaL Roufan Nah- 
has, 30 ans, cfirecteur des Amis de 
l'Archtelogie, explique qn'il regarde tou- 
joors les matches chez ses copains : * On 
appeile cela via mat des garfons». et c’est 
r&servf uniquement aux gqrgans*. Cdt£ 
femme, Dua’a Odeh. 23 ans. spteialiste 
. des relations pubhques, profile de I'occa- 
skm poor voir ses.amifejs et entre nous, le 
. foot ne l'intteesse pas nop : *On vn chez 
une copnie 'et en fin de compte, on parte 
plus qu’on ne rvgarde les matches*. U v a 
les original!x._ -. KhdB.Hained, 24 ans. 
erapktyf dabs one entreprise^ dc pub, pense 


Galerie de portraits 


regarder la Coupe ii la tcl£. dans le super- 
- marchd de son copoin -... et les ciassiques: 
Roula Kakish et Azam Misk preferent le 
confort de leur salon pour apprteicr lc foot 
en famille. 

Pendant la gym quotidienne 

Plusieurs commerces esperem croquer 
un bout du gateau "Mondial-, alors que lc 
pays souffle d'une crise economique 
scrieuse. De nombreux restuuranLs et de 
cafds om install^ dc grand s ecrans. avec 
sono adequate, pour inviier les gens a venir 
regarder lc grand fveneman ei sunoui... 
consonimer. Thabcl Shahdeh, 28 ans. pn> 
grammateur infomuiriquc. j deja rctenu su 
place au Champions, le seul bar sport if de 
la capita I e. avec ambiance chaude jssurte. 
Flassan AJ-Abbadi. 42 ans, directeur ge¬ 
neral de Yellow Pages, prdfere 
1'annosphere fcuute de I'hoiel Shepcrd ou 
se sentir dans le bain en visionnunt les 
matches pendant se.s exercices quotidiens. 
a son club de gyin. Quanl a Hussein Safadi. 
29 ans, il a fait installer le satellite dans la 
compagnie dom il est proprietuin: pour etre 
sflr de ne rien louper. 

Les Jordaniens vont pouvnir aussi 
ex primer leur amenume et leur frustration 
politique & I’egard d'un processus dc paix 
sans resultats. A defaut d'encourager leur 
selection nationale. ils soutiendront les 
I>ays dom les gouvemcmenls se montrent 
favorables au royaume hachemite cl au 
Moyen-Orient cn general. A coup sflr, 
11 ran aura de nombreux supp.iners. ici 
quand son gquipe rencontrera les EtaLs- 
Unisle 21 juin. 

Enfin, la fi&vre du football est egalemeni 
a la hausse dans les pays voisins. En Pales¬ 
tine, les ftudiams du tawjihi ont ol'ficielle- 
raeni demondc a I'Auiorite paJestinicnnc 
dc reporter leurs examens u la fin de la 
Coupe du monde afin de gouier le Mon¬ 
dial, sans stresser. ■ 

Samaa Abu Sharar 

Retrouvez la rubrique de Samaa Abu 
Sharar, chaque semaine dans 
Le Jourdain, pendant toute la duree 
du MondiaL 


"7}-deux mois de vacances. 
^ 1 '&y-fandEqijiJ'jaiene&qtiaii 
■nvltdii pirteidtaPtieJla^Ftefc 
d iw ■ ration, Jules Rimet, pour 
nais que r adminis tration des 
j douanes accords un 
l | coitg£ excqjtionnel au 
gardien Alex Th6poc. et 
poor quo k quai d’Orsay 
permette au jetine soldat 
* 1 et avant de I'gqaipe Mar¬ 
cel Pihel d’etre deiegud 
en mission spte\ale 
k • aupnfcs du consul de 
^ France £ Montevideo. 

•Moi. j'ai tout de suite 
'fflk drt ouL raconte Lucien 
Laurent, j'avais 22 ans et 
demL C'frail comme un 
rive*. L’aventure tnon- 
diale commence le 19 
KjJB J 11 * 11 1930 h Vfllefranche- 
sur-Mer. L'dquipe de 
France, c’est - done seize 
joueurs, plus Jacques Caudron, 
Tuu des trois membres du 
comh£ de selection, plus Pano- 
setti. le soigneur, plus Georges 
Balvay, un arbitre ! La petite 
troape embarque sur un paque- 
bot, le Conte-Verde. 

Fa* (to rompla^ants 

Une traverste de FAtlantique 
. qui va durer quinze jours. *A 
bord, on a rerrouvi mux autres 
selections europiermes : la Bel¬ 
gique, et la Roumanie, se souvi- 
ent Lucien Lament, notre ter¬ 
rain d'entrainement, c ’frail le 
pons du bateau. On jouait au 
milieu des passage rs, sous le 
regard desbelles jeunes femmes 
iligantes. line sidle de culture 
physique avail StA amAnagie 
. pour nous. Chacune des trois 
Aquipes avail un espdee entier a 
sa dispossition*. ■ 

. Qpinze jours plus tard, les 
joueurs debarquenl h Montevi¬ 
deo. *On est arrivA un peu dans 
les nuages, fivoque l'ancien 
joueur, Ori devoir disputes notre 
premier match deux jours plus 
tard. On n'a pas vraiment eu le 
temps de nScupArer, de repirer 
le terrain*. Pour leur premi&re 
rencontre, £ Pocitos. le terrain 
du Penarol de Montevideo, en 
ce 13 jiullet 1930, les Bleus 
fd^rontent le- Mexique, Aprfes 
.seuiement dix minutes dejen, le 
gardien. Alex TWpot est blessl. 
fLes remplqcements etaienl 
iruerdits d Vipoque. C'esi Tin- 
tin Chantrd qui a garde les 
filets, il Ayotuaii d'habitude en 
'demi-gauche*. N’empeche ! 
C'est la France qui inscrit le 
premier but de la partie. Et le 
premier de la Coupe du morale. 
Un but signd Lucien Laurent : 

* J’ai marqui d’une reprise de 
volie. -Je ne me rappetie plus 
exactement. les circonstances de 
Jett, ni d'oh menenait le ballon. 
Je ne garde en m&noire que ce 
tir qui file vers le but mericain. 
On a gagnf 4 huts a J. On a 
perdu 1-0 au tourhiivant amrre 
{’Argentine. . Quel magrufique 
souvenir...de jeunesse !». S' 

Serge Bressan 


Ges stars du ballon qui veulent briller 

Tout le monde les attend. Les supporters, les entraineurs, les sponsors. 
Cette Coupe du monde peut les consacrer dans la legende du football. 
Void quelques hommes en passe de devenir des dieux. 

Ronaldo 

l’Astre avec un grand A 


Tout a 6t£ dit sur Ronaldo. Sa prteocite. 
ses debuts, sa famille et pourtant Luis Nazario 
Lima, nf Bento Ribera il y a 22 ans, est peut- 
Stre A I'aube du plus grand exploit tk sa vie : 
remporter sa premiere Coupe du monde. Deja 
piteeni dans le groupe des 22 de la selefao 
lore du Mondial 94, <1 n'avait pas dispute un 
match. Le litre, le qoatri&me acquis par le BnS- 
sil, n'avait aucune saveur particulifere pour la 
future star. Le rehdez-vous fran^ais est tout 
autre. D peut lui offrir la consecration, celle 
qu'il recherche meme s'il a rempond au niveau 
international une Coupe des coupes avec le FC 
Barcelooe (1997) et une Coupe de 1TJEFA 
avec 1 Inter de Milan (1998-1 Four parvenir & 


ses fins, Ronaldo, le joueur le plus cher du 
monde, aprte son compatriote Deni Ison, aura 
an tour de lui 1'armada bnJsilienne vraisembla- 
blement la plus doute et la plus complete 
depuis celle qui avait permis au roi Fel6 au 
Mexique en 1970 de remporter son troisieme 
litre de champion du monte. 

Luis Nazario Lima sait, & ce titre. qu'il va 
Sue attendu, 6pi6 et parfois malmete. Depuis 
hrer, jour du premier de son dquipe con ire 
i’Ecosse, il peut mediter sur ce que disait Franz 
Beckenbauer, l'ex-capitaine de la RFA et 
acme! president du Bayern Munich : *Le 
propre d'un grand joueur est de confirmer 
dans les grandes occasions*. ■ 



Zidane 

le talent a l’etat pur 

Sous les couleurs dc la Juventus de 
Turin, Zinedine Zidane a acquis une dimension 
supteieure au point de devenir un des meiUeure 
joueurs actuels. Dds son premier match en 
gquipe de France, contre la R^publique Tchfeque 
en 1994, «Zizou> avait frappe les imaginations 
en inscrivant en une petite demi-heure (il 6tait 
entre la 62eme minute) les deux buts qui 
avaient permis aux Bleus d'anacher I'dgalisatioa. 

A bient&t 26 ans -□ les aura le 23 juin, la 
veille de Fraace-Danemark-, Ziueidne Yazid 
Zidane, atteim sa pleine maturite. Son ^kgance. 
sa technique bore pair, son sens de la passe juste 
et sa vision du jeii en Ont fait le regisseur incon- 
testfi du jeu de la Juve et de I'equipe te France. 

A la dure teole italienne, il a par ailleurs sen- 
si bl emeu amdliore son potentiel physique, long- 
temps son point foible et a beaucoup gagnt? en 
regularire. Enfin il est capable te fame basculer 
llssue d'un match par la precision te ses coups 
te pied arrette, une arnie qu’ils n‘utilise pas 
assez sous le maillot tricolore. 

Ii aurait dtSjii dfl etre une des grandes vedettes de I'Euro-96 en Angleterre mais un accident 
te la circulation lui fit aborder diminul la phase finale du Championnat cTEurope des Nations. 
Le Mondial hii offre une magnifique occasion te prendre one telatante revanche et d’entrer 
dOfinitivement dans le gotfia des meilleure joueurs de la plan^te football. ■ 


Batistuta 
ne pour marquer 


: :& 

1 


Meilleur buteur de 

lliistoire du football argentin (42 
buts en 60 Elections), Gabriel 
Omar Batistuta, dit BatigoL a 
ddtrfinf Diego Maradona dans le 
cceur des. Argentins. Tres habile 
des deux pjeds, redou [able 6gale- 
ment de la t£te, Batistuta a un 
sens aigu du but, aussi bien dans 
le petit pteimtee qu'en partant 
te (rente mitres. A 29 ans, il est 
devenu aussi le chouchou du 
public florentin depuis son arri- 
vte en 1991 h la Fiorentina ofl il 
amarqui 103 buts. 

Son seul handicap, tres relatif. 
reside dons ses difficult^ a se 
deplacer dans un espace reduit et 
& se dfbarrasser d'un miirquage 
individuel trfcs strict. Cependant. 
comraireraent au tradiiionnel 
buteur irresisriblemem attire par 
la surface de reparation adverse. 
Batistuta presente la particularity 


de savoir se .sacrifier au benefice 
de I'fquipe. duller chereher ses 
ballons loin derriere ei de defen- 
dre farouchement quand cela est 
necessaire. Malgoi louies ces 
qualites. le capitaine dc la Fio¬ 
rentina qui a marque 40% des 
buts du club iialien au cours des 
sept demit res annees. n'etait pas 
assure de disputcr le Mondial il y 
a encore quelques semaines Cest 
en effei ('opinion publique qui a • 
du I'imposer a son ininmsigeant 
entraineur. Batistuta est toujours 
resre reserve sur ses divergences 
avec le sclcctionneur argentin. 
Quand il a perdu son brassard de 
capitaine. il a juste nemarque : 
•J'ai toujours accepte les 
remises en cause huu que cela 
partait d'une bonne intention. En 
revanche, c'est nioins sain quand 
les intentions ne sont pas 
claires «. ■ 


Raul 

le surdoue espagnol 


Figure embldmatique du Real Madrid et 
te I'Espagne, «RauI» Gonzalez Blanco reste 
une star ou firmament te sa gloire. metne si sa 
bonne dtoile s’est tetipste cet hiver quand le 
surdoufihcotuiusffpreniifere saison enenfer. ' 

Ddbuts £ 17 tms sous la houlette te Jorge 
Valdano, premiire selection h 19 ans, deux 
titles de champions d'Espagne h moms de 21 
ans ; I'attaquam vient en France avec le statut 
de g6nie prfcqce et quelques buts spectacu- 
laires & son actif qoi ont laisse bouchc-bte 
l'observateur le plus blastf. 

Fils (Tun electricien d'une banlieue popu- 
laire, le jeune Gonzalez Blanco a commence ii 
se funs un prenom dans les jeunes sections de 
1'Atletico Madrid avec 58 buts en une saison 
chez les cadets. Quand 1'Atletico supprimera 


les dquipes-jeunes; Raul s'en ira chercher for¬ 
tune sous le maillot du Real voisin. L'Atletico 
fera tout pour rteupteer 1'enfam-prodjge. En 
vain: le jeune honune est sous contra avec son 
club jusqu'en 2002. Sa crajecloire a suivi une 
combe asceodante jusqu'fl. Iliiver dernier. Aprils 
un ddbut de saison normole -c'est-a-dire tries 
bon-, la machine s'esr grippte, victime d'une 
pubalgie chronique. Pour la premiere fois de sa 
vie peut-dtre, Raul est resre plus te trois mois 
sans marquer, entre le 5 janvier et le 19 avril. 

#Tout vn bien, je suis toujours le mSme*, n'a- 
t-il cessd te rep^ter. Avec sang-froid et matu- 
rire, le jeune honune a hdssi passer l'orage tout 
en re&umant son ambition en deux mots: *7bar 
gagner*. Ce root d'oidre vaut pour le Mondial 
pendant lequel il fetera ses 21 ans He 27 juim.B 
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COUPE DU MONDE 


Paris 




fC cohtw^Di-te 


Saint-Etienne 


ift'S>l8h30 


Marseille 


Montpellier 


Depuis son inaugura¬ 
tion en 1972. le Parc 
des Princes, . syuibole 
dcs amides «betort>-, 
accucillc levnwiches de 

requipc locale, le Paris- 
Sainl-Gcmiain. et '.ceux. 
do. selections nation¬ 
al es de rugbyet de foot¬ 
ball. D'autres manifesta- 


Le static dv ia Beaujoire a die jHifie speiialeraent 
pour le Championnai d'Europe des. Nations en 1984. 
Tout le nionde s'aceorde a suifier son esthetisme mais^ 
beaucoup. suriv-n parmi le:? supporters nan Lais, le decri- 
vent enmnv tin ■ teiitplv des <tXKntHto d air*- Aprfes 14 
unncci -A- Valence. la Bcsuljoft cherche encore sa con- 
\ ivi.ilile. Caput ite : 39.500 pfaees attfee*- 

Au prosrasesne ■ : • ■ •. ^ 

Espugne-Nieeria igniupe D) :-l 3 juin a 15b30 
Bresil-Maroc (group® A«: 16 juin i22h 
Japon-Crnsitlc 'groupc tt); 20 juin a I5h3u 
Chili-Cameroun (group*.* B) ; 23 winA I 7 I 1 
Elats-L nSs-Vougoslavic (grodpe F): 25 juin a 22b 
Quart de finale. Ic 3 juilleta 22h ,• -• ‘ 




Bordeaux 




Au programme 


SpT^J Le Parc Lescore a • .&£■ ' 
•-1 construit en voe de la Coupe du 

monde ,93S - n ***■ a 
•'J’^gEgg l’&poque comme une reprpduc- 
. {]on quasi exacte d'un stade de 
PrJ!-.Milan el-a peine ^cheve, est 
;vdeja declare mo&tmiecit hisjo- 
rique. Caract^tetique,:. ses 
•' {5000 places.douvertes. Origi-. 


rtu wusidviuc • r • tv. ■ 7 ; c 

Italie-Chil: ignsupi- B>: 11 juin a ISh30 r. . ' ijabtd : son Cf&loir .faeces ou 
Ec«s«-NorrMieigrt‘Upe At: 16 join a-IJ8K3Q; .terrain qtii sevparcouif en 1 mi- 
Bslylijuc-Mt-*v?que : ?*roiipe E): ■•mrte 50 secondes. chrono en 

20 juin i< lSh3fi . V- . - ! • *• . 

\frique du Sad-Arabic Saoudite (group* G.I.: Capacity aprcs renovation 4 

24 juin a 171i . . 3&MB places. 

.\rger f !n^(;rct!j (inwpc Hi: 26joiir3 17h.-. V • t *»■ •/. - 

Hu1ffL!r.sdc”.!ysr: _ . ; - 

l(j c* ;w.; m 3>: juin a 17h30 * ' 


• -ssira 


As: progri'.Tiriic 

{Ai r.i^ru j.:-A iitridu.- igroupe B): 

i! |:un 22:- 

Arc.cnl’:!t , -2<ionn fgroupe H?: 

U : 15«v v ' 

Afri:r:i;* cl*.: >* 11 !-1’*^st;*lutrti tgroupe C) 

. i: . # ? 

k»;s:n?s:r>ie- maittiTn.- »«roup* CJ • 

.Nicon j• rj'_‘ja\ :grt»upvP‘: 

Ualixrt . 

!F 2i*. !e > it 22h 


Cunstniil dans les annfes. ^ -^ vae dc ia'Sf 
monde .1938, te Stadium m u r^'p# 4e ;T 
lieu du tvptty frais^ais. I] est sitoiS sur obe jsrojgT b 
lerre qui se laisie bercer emre.tedl^drffcC3«^fe 
Capacite: 37.000places, v. 




Igt 


l %*** 


m 




r\ 
























































-a- 

- . ■_>' ft:. ;.-; i: iO 

; fc. • v 


•-.y?; - i/.V’i. > .i‘- ■' 



^MtMSFAR 11 ? - 





Votre calendrier de la Coupe du Monde 


(1) L’lwsore nHfiqnSeest tonjoureceOe dejordanie 


^JfrcredilOjmn 
18h ^» Saint-Denis 
BrdsO-^cosse 

Score; - 2*1 


Mercredi 10 join 

z* m£t 

Maroo-Norv 


*i-%4» 44>VA ■#« ■*.*- _r. * - *^..>1 





*&' 

3 



Mardi Id join ManBldjmn Mjtrdi 23 join Mardi 23 rain ^.v^TTv 

18h30 Bardcanx 22h Nantes 22b Marseille 22h, St-&knne rir&St 

Norvfege BrfaO-Maroc Br^sfl-Noirige * - w - ■* oreai 


Score: 


Hcoase-Maroc 
Score: 


•Marie 


Pdmts Gagn£< t Nal Perdu Bnts+ Buts- 


Jeodi 11 Join 
18b30 Bordeaux 
Itafie-Ghffi 


Jeudill join 
22h Toulouse 

Cameroon-Aotrkbe 


Mercredl 17jum 
18h30 St-Bienne 
ChiH-Autricbe 




GROUPE B 

Mercredl 17 jum Mardi 23 join Mardi 23 juin 

22h Montpellier 17h St-Denis 17h Nantes 

Itahe-Cameroon Italic- A ntricbe Chili-Cameroun 


Score: 


Score: 


Score: 


Score: 


Score: 


Score: 


*: 


Vendredi 12 nrfn 
18h30 Lens 

Arabie Saoudite- 
Danemarfc 
Score: 

■*mw 


Vendredi 12 Join 
22h Marseille 

France-Afrique dn Sod 

Score: 


leodi 18 join 
18h30 Toulouse 
Afriqne'du Sud- . 
DanemarJc 
Score:- 




Jcndi 18 jnin 

22h Sr-Denis 

France-Arabie Saoodtte 


Mercredi 24 Join 
17h Lyon 

France-Danemark 



Score: 


Mercredi 24 join 
17h Bordeaux 
Afrique dn Sud- 
AraMe Saoodite 
Score:- 


\Bln^aodl 

: A.-da§nd} 

A-SaQadite 




Points Gagn£ Perdu Buts -f Bats - 


Vendredi 12 join 
15h30 Montpellier 


Samedi 13 juin Vendredi 19 join 

15h30 Nantes 18b30 Pads 

Espagne-Nigdria Nigfria-Bnlgarie 


Vendredi 19 join 
22h St-Etienne 
Espagne-Paragnay 


GROUPE D 

Mercredi 24 juin Mercredi 24 join 

22h Lens 22h Toulouse 

Espagne-Bulgarie Nigeria-Paraguay 


*: i##■ ■£?&* 

i - 1 ’ .. . iT v- .t • ‘* £S3p S 

Samedi 13 jnin 
18b30 Lyon 

Cor£e dn Sud-Merique 

Score:--— . 


Score: 


Seme: 


Scorer- 


Score: 


Score: 


Score: 


Samedi 13 Join 
22h -St-Denis 

Pays-Bas-Bdghjne 


Score: 


Samedi 20 jain 
I8h30 Bordeaux 
Belgiqiie-Mmdque 

Seme: —-—.— 


Samedi 20 Join Jcndi 25 jnin 

22b Marseille 17h St-^tienne 

Pays-Bas-Coree dn Sod Phys-Bas-Mexiqae 


Jcndi 25 Jain 

17h Paris 

Bdghpie-CorfedaSnd 


v wr;r 


Score: 


Score: 


Score: 




Dinmck 14jnin 
18h30 St-fitienne 
Yaugadavie-Iran 


Score 


Land! 15 join Dimanche 21 join 

22h Paris 15h30 Lens 

AHemagne-faato-Onfe AHemagne- 

Yoogoslavie 

Score:- Seme:- 


Dimancbe 21 join 
22h • Lyon 

Etats-Dnis-Iran 

Score:- 


GROUPE F 

.. . .. .. 

Jeodi 25 join Jendi 25 join 

22b Montpellier 22 h Nantes 

Allemagne-Iran Etats-Unis-Yoogoslavie 


Score 


Score: 


1 


I 
I 
I 

I Land! 15 jnin 
l 15h30 Marseille 
r 


\ 


Angteterre-Tunisie 
Score:-:-- 


Land! 15 Jum 
18h30 Lyon' 

JRjonmaiii^ 

Score: — 


Ltmdi 22 juht 
18h30 Montpellier 
CoJombie-Timisie 


Lnadi 22 jura Vendredi 25 Join Vendredi 26 join 

22h Toulouse 22h Lens 22h St-Denis 

Roumanie-Aiigleterie Co l omhfr- A ng k tc r r g Rounanlc-Tnuisie 


Score: 


Seme: 


Score:, 


Score: 








! 14 Jnin 

15h30 Toulouse 
Argentine-Japon 

Score: —————— 


Dimancbe 14 Jnfai Samedi 28 Join Dimancbe 21 join Vendredi 26 juin Vendredi 26 jinn 

22h ^ Lens 15h30 Nantes 18h30 Paris 17h Bordeaux 17h Lyon 

Jamatqne-Croatie Japon-Croatie Argentine- Jamalque Argentine-Croatie J apon-J amalqn e 


Score: 


Seme: 


Score: 


Score: 


Score: 


«*! 


Huitiemes 
de finale 


.Quarts 
de finale 


Demi-finales 


Finale 


I 


l ler gronpe B:- 

I cootie 

I 2£ gronpe A :- 

1 . . 27 jnin & 17h30 


Score: 


I 


Marseille 


J ler groupe C :- 

I centre 

I 2£ groupe D:- 

l 28 jirinb 17h30 



Seme: 


Some: 


Lens 


i 



ler gronpe F : 

centre 

2fc gronpe £: 


29 Jnsn & 17h30 
Montpellier 


ler gronpe G: 
con ire 



Score: 


Score: 



Champion du Monde 1998 


> | 2£ groupe H: 

8 Zrnrnlmm 


30 juin & 17h30 
Bordeaux 

j ler groupe A: 

I coatrc 
I 2e gronpe B; 

I 27 juin i 22b 

1 Paris 

j ler groupe D: 

« centre 

24uronoeC: 


Score: 



ler 



Score: 


I 


B ^jnin : i22b Score? 


Saint-Denis 


, —— 

I ler groupe E: 
j centre 
* 2i gronpe F: - 

»jutob22b 
l Toobwse 

t _ 

4 * ler groupe H:- 

9 contra 

, 2egroopeG:—-— 
| 30 Jam* 2a 

h Saint-Edenae 



Score: 


2e 



Score: 


Score: 


Score: 


Match pour la 3& place 
lljuUM^ZZh 
Paris 


Score: 


3e 


4e 


Reglement 

: .La phase, finale dn 
. . Mondial commend 
deux parties distinctes, 

• le preiaSer et le second 
toar-. 

' .. Premier tour : tes 32 
: 4pral5& sent repartis 
enbtfitgroupes de qua- 
tre equipts sekw le 
ffpstfctne Championnat 
■ <trois matches poor 
. chaqne ^nipe). Trois 
points soot accordes 
.: pour une ndoire, nn 
poor on. match nul 4*t 
; zhv poar ime d^fblte. 

• *Ea cas d r €gaSl£' de 
points, lescritferestitai- 

; »* sfc pour departager tes 
canOTmarts sont dans 
. -l’erdre : la difT^rence 

‘ de. bids, la meffleore 

‘aftaqoe, Je rfeultat de 
: ,r ! reJKontr® directe, 
.enfin le tirage an sort. 

; Les dear premiers de 
^,vcbiique ; groupe sont 
qnabB^s. pour le se- 

• coiid tour. 

Second toor : les 
hifiifemes de finale, 

‘.#e?*rte de finale, donl- 
. Gnabs, match pour, la 
. ' tcncnbne place et 
bnate seront disputes 
■ scion le. princ^e de 
'■' PffimmatiQn directe. Si 

• le risnltat dn match est 
' ntri aprfes le temps re- 

g^ementaire de 90 mi- 
nutes, nde prolonga¬ 
tion de trente minutes 
. . sera dispotfe en appli- 
v : quant la . regie dn but 
- d6sdf on «but en or». 

'SB- nScessaiR, ii sera 
.-."procnlS ensnite b la 
. stance be tirsau but 
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12 THE STAR 



: COUPE DU MONDE 




IjL. llLLjt y W£<r. : • wurc w/wv/M»L/4, ---- . / 

Toutes les equipes...Toutes les equipes. ..Toutes l es equip ^ 


Groupe A 



3RESIL 


Tiriante du litre, la 
t.. \rat‘. jrmt*L‘ Je ses 
nnmhreuM**. p'.tirs. 
x’isinoiice comme le 
UiVt.ri dc la competi- 
!ir.n. Seul danger p<»ur 
L-. Bretilien*. ciuraincs 
r ::r Mario Zagallo. on 
c-_: 1 ::in execs de 
l< rnfiancc. 


ft.-v.v -S' “■a" 

&-r& 




NORVEGE 

Les Norveeiens 
opereni lain; 
mL’in quo lor** des 
deux precede riles 
phases finales nil 
ils fureni elimines 
an premier lour. La 
Norvegc e>t une 
valour moniante du 
r.inlhall europeen. 
sous la houleue de 
van eniruineur Egil 
Olsen, adepce d'un 
jcu direct, i partir 


Craig Brown espere 
mener son dquipe au- 
dela du premier tour, ce 
qui n’est jamais arrivd 
en sept participations 
aux phases finales. 
Trois fois. le Brasil a 
etc la cause de ces 
echecs repetes. Les 
£cossais ne possedent 
pas de grandes indivi¬ 
dual it&s mais forment 
un groupe solide autour 
d'une defense herme- 
tique. difficile a bactre. 


MAROC 

C’est la qualrifime phase finale 
du Maroc, qui a atteint les 
tantiemes de finale en 1986. 
Mais que penser de cede 
equipe a la fois sdduisante et 
decevante lors de la demiere 
Coupe d'Afrique des Nations ? 
Cependant face 4. une Ecosse et 
une Norvege qui n'ont gufrre 
brilld duranl les eliminatoires. 
les homines du Fran^ais Henri 
Michel, doni I'acrobate Nou- 
reddine Taybet (notre photo), 
ont toutes les chances de passer 
ce premier tour. 



d une orcunisaiion sans faille. Le niveau non-^gien a beauwup 
Ji-puis dix ansef!dd':rion*>rcto^ 
mainteniini dans do grands clubs europdens. 


Groupe E 




PAYS-BAS 

Quart-finalistes aux &ats- 
Unis et lors de 1’Euro 1996. 
les Neerlandais se sont quali¬ 
fies assez facilement pour la 
phase finale, ne concddant 
qu'une seule ddfaite. Avec 
Bergkamp I notre photo), See- 
dorf, Kluivert, Overmans. 
I'lquipe entralnee par Guus 
Hiddink a de quoi voyager 
loin, me me si sou vent la 
selection orange ne donne pas 
sa p Seine mesure dans les 
competitions majeures. 


BELGIQUE 


^•ju! slice kts de hurniges centre 
‘'Lire, iu Bdgique. eminence par 
l.icir!^ Letkens. arrive avec de 
• ict:- e > ainbiiiuns. Mais la premier: 
• Lee '..n.rilc U:i cire barree par ses 
.:.u\ ennerni- el voisins. les Pavs- 
y.L. ? ’i, •*; vfu.ilificnl en icmiinani 

_-.c qui o-l a leur portee. les 

•/able- rnugc■■. avec Luc Nilis er 
: L'ii-.ira iiv.’ire photo i. pourront 

rj..’ - d'imiler lours prcdeces- 
: :r. dir ( 1 'Ai. de mi-final isles du 
.i.Ti'..:: 1 n.e’tieain. 


M. 



Groupe B 



Groupe C 



Groupe D 



ITALIE 

L'ltaiie remporta les 
barrages contre la Rus- 
sie aprfes avoir Lerminc 
deuxieme de son 
groupe derriere 

rAngletcrre et avoir 
connu de grosses ca- 
rences offensives. Mais 
la squodra azzura fait 
partie des favoris du 
Mondial 98 en raison 

dc son oal mares : trois * ..... 

litres et aeux finales dont la demiere aux Eiats-lmis il y a quaere 
ans. Cfaarf Maldini dispose d une dquipe dc talent qui devrait 

aller loin dans la competition. 

CHILI 

Qu'elle a etd difficile la 
qualification des Chi- 
liens. Elle ne s’est deci¬ 
des qu'a la faveur d'une 
meilleure difference de 
buts sur les Pfruviens. 
Les joueure de Nelson 
Acosta ne figment done 
pas parmi les 6quipes 
majeures de la competi¬ 
tion. ils possedent neun- 
moins deux grands 
buieurs avec Zamoravo 
et Salas. 

CAMEROUN 

Ce n’est qu’au ddbut du mois 
d'avril que Claade Le Roy a pris 
en main la destimie des •'Lions 
indomptables*. II a integre dans 
s« 3 n groupe beau coup de jeunes 
joueure qu'il a savamment entou- 
nfs de glorieux anciens tels 
Songo'o ou Omam-Biyik. En 
1982, le Cameroun avait tenu en 
dchec I’Italic. La rficidive est-elle 
possible ? En tout cas, ils n'auront 
pas de mal 5 fairs mieux qu'en 
1994 aux £ial 5 -Unis oil ils avaient 
sombnS sans gagner un seul match. 


La France fait partie 
des favoris de la com- 
p^tition en tam que 
pays organisoteur, 
mais ses matches de prepara¬ 
tion. sous la ferule d'Anne Jac- 
qnet n'ont gufere dt 6 encoura- 
geants. En depit de ses 
Etiquettes de membra fondateur 


FRANCE 


de la FIFA et 

d'mventcur dc la 
Coupe du monde. 
la France n‘a ete 
une puissance du football que 
dans les annees 80. period*; ou 
elle disputa deux demi'finales 
mondiales. C'dtait le temps des 
Platini. Gircsse et autre Tigana. 








MEXIQUE 



AFRIQUE DU SUD 



Philippe Troussier a 
pris les comniandes de 
la selecuon sud- 
afrieaine depuls mare 
seulement. Les bonnes 
performances obtenues 
sur son continent (vic- 
toire de la. Coupe 
d'Afdque des Nations 
en 96. finaliste en 98) 
de man dent confirmation 
sur lc plan mondial . 


ESPAGNE 

La recente victoire 
du Real de Madrid 
en Ligue des 
Champions n'y est 
certaineraent pas 
etrang^re. La con- 
fiance est da cote 
des Espasnols- II 
est vrai qu'elle a 

belle allure la for- . ripnwinte II v a confimie les 

minion imse sur P ied H R^ ^ sa' place ^ la gyration 

.anciens (Zubtzaireta, Hicrre...!«* d fmaJe mais 

& om sur 

k papier une dquipe pour jouer on ton au-dessus. A suivre. 

NIGERIA 

Des cinq repnSsentants afriwins. le 
Nigeria est sans conteste celui qui 
of#e le plus beau profiL celui 
annuel on prate le plus d espoire. 
Forts de leur premi&rc exp^nence de 
1994 (ils ne fiuent barms qu apres 
prolongation par l’lialie en 
huiti&raesL les •'Aiglcs verts* 
s'appuient ^galement sur leur tttre 
de champion olympique en 96 a 
Atlanta apifcs une victoire sur le Brfi- 
sil et une autre sur T Argentine. Re- 
prfsentants du monde entier mars 
sunout des clubs europdens (Milan, 
Barcelone, Monaco...). Ikpeba, 
Babayaro (notre.photo) et les autrra 
doivent main ten ant viser sur la cohe¬ 
sion. Et s’en remfcttre A Bora Mihi- 
tinovic, leur soxcier serbe. 



ARABIE SAOUDITE PARAG UAY 



FidSle a son habi¬ 
tude, l'Autriche a 
gagn^ son billet 
pour la phase 
finale sans faire 
de bruiL Elle a 
pourtant reussi i 
ecarter la Su&de, 
quatri&me en 
1994. L'tSquipe de 
Herbert Pro- 
haska se dit ambi- 
oeuse et entrevoit 
une qualification 
pour tes^uit^ysr 
de finale. 


AUTRICHE 



Dans i'enlourage 
proche de la selec¬ 
tion saoudienne. 
on frvoque la possi¬ 
ble qualification 

pour les quarts de 
finale. DemesurS ? 

On se souvient tout 
de meme qu’en 
1994.1' Arabic Saou- 
dite, aujourd’hui 

entrain^e par le Bre- 
silien Carlos Par- ... 

reira. avait atteint les huitiemes en sortnnt la Belgique et le Maroc 
et ne s’inclinant que de justesse face aux Pays-Bas. 


DANEMARK 

Metamorphose 
depuis la nomina¬ 
tion de Bo 
Johansson au 
poste de seleciion- 
neur, le Danemark 
compte une fois 
de plus sur les 
fr&res Laudrup 
vpour passer le cap 
^du premier tour. . 


D£ja toule heureuse 
d'etre prfisente au ren- 
dez-vous aprfcs sa surrae- 
nante . deuxifeme place 
dans te groupe Am6rique 
du Sud. riquipe para-' 
guayenne. men6e . par 
Paulo Carpeggisini, 
aborde la' competition 
sans le moindre -"com- . 
plexe: Cela pern fitre sa 
prinerpale force-fade h . . . ‘ J 

trois adversaires h la reputation bten plus connrraee- 



BULGARIE 

' Pour cette phase 
fpinle, Ik Bulgares de 
Hristo Boriev raiseni 
line^dfirnKne fois sur 
leur geo6ration 90, 
celle' des Mikhailov, 
/vanov. Stcffchkov et 
Kostadmov- qui ter- 
minirent troisiemes 


Groupe F 



ALLEMAGNE 



Championne d‘ Europe en 
litre, la formation alle- 
mande a terrain^ invain- 
cue de la phase dlimina- 
toire. D'excellentes 
references pour faire 
d’elle Tun des principaux 
favoris. D’autani que les 
hommes de H&ns-Hubeit 
Vogts ont une revanche a 
prendre aprfes leur elimi¬ 
nation peu glorieuse en 
quarts, il y a quaere ans. 

„ , . . ISTATS-UNIS 

Pour leur troisi&me 
phase finale d’affilee, 
apres quarante ans 
d‘absence dans le 
toumoi, les hommes 
de Steve Sampson 
auront bien du mal a 
franc hir le premier 
tour. L’enthousiasme 
qui a suivi la place en 
huitiemes de finale en 
1994 leur a permis 

d'arteindre les -- 

finales de la Copa . ,, . . . . 

America en 1995 et de la Gold Cup en debut d annee. Mais ici. m 
T Allemagne, ni la Yougoslavie ne semblent a leur portee. 





Groupe G 


YOUGOSLAVIE 


COREE DU SUD 

La Con?e du Sud est 
la meilleure Equipe 
osiatique de ces 
demieres ann6es mais 
elle n’a jamais reussi 
a passer le premier 
tour en quatre phases 
finales de Coupe du 
monde. ni a gagner 
. ^ un match. Entrain^s 

• - • .-z’dili par 1'ancienne gloire 

Cha Bum-kun, qui a 
lc [.u’-erkitsen et it TEimrachi Francfort. les Coreens 

C'P.Tv'iii ;*.t«ein:ir*.- lc Jcuxicme lour pour la premiere fois de leur 
Y"u Sairj-Chui»nuirc photoi et ses co-equipiere ont aussi 
; mention de bier, lain* jfin dc jusiifier la decision de la RFA qui 
:» jr a aUribue I'organisation de ia Coupe du monde 2002. con- 
■omtement .! - -e- L* J.tpon. 


r 

.*,x 

•i 

5> ■'?#> . 

k 





Qualifiee en ecrasanl la 
Hongrie lore des bar¬ 
rages <12-1 sur 1’ ensem¬ 
ble des deux matches ! ). 
ia Yougoslavie est un 
outsider de choix. Ceux 
que Ton sumomme les 
Bresiliens d'Europe, diri- 
ecs par I'ancien iniema- 
iionai Slobodan San- 
true, de-vraient passer 


Ddcevants aux Etats- 
Unis il v a quatre ans. 
les Colombiens rmme- 
nes par Hern an Jara- 
mOio lenteront de se 
faire pardonner. Ils 
am vent cependant 
dans des conditions 
difficiles. La plupart 
d'entre eux ont roju 
des menaces a prendre 
tres au sen eux apres 
I'assassinai d'Escobar 
en 1994. 


ANGLETERRE 


Qualifiee saas avoir connu le 
moindre souci. la Roumanie 
s’affinne a I’instar des Pays- 
Bas, comme fun des afrieux 
outsiders du Mondial. Les 
homines d’Angh«l Tordanescti 
tenteront de faire mieux qu'aux 
Etats-Unis, ou ils avaient dis¬ 
part au stade des quarts de 
finale. Le mal ire a jouer de 
riquipe, Gheorge Hagi (notre 
photo), est l’uu des plus grands 
joueure quand il est en forme 
bien qu’U se soit rnomn? ddee- 
vant 4 I'Euro 96 .Sa perfor¬ 
mance comptera pour beaucoup 
sur les resultats de la selection 
roumaine. 


COLOMBIE 


Les hommes de : Da? 
nlel PassardB^ fbnt- 
partie des grands .ft.- 
voris de ripreuve. La 
victoire contre le Bp 6-> 
sti au Maracana,.:cu 
match de prfiparation*'. 
a cOnfinnd cerstatut 7 
En outre, ks Argent 
tins voudnont se &ire-l 
pardormer auprfesr de j 
ieurs stqjpodlers.; de 
. leur flimi nation.- pr6- 
matuite-'eu hratifemes 
de finale en' L994.L - 




sans encombre lc premier tour. Ensuite. ses indivi-dualitds tMija- 
tovic. Jugovic. Savicevic...) peuvem mener ires loin leur selection. 


IRAN 



Mc-iiqiie fait panic 
jf, cquiprs lc plus sou- 
•. fill nresente 1 ' cn phase 

finale dc lc Coupe du 

Vi.:ride jvcc 1 U partici¬ 
pations. Les Mcxicains 
esperciit tin ro mieux 
qu’en ! 994. oil ilsTureni 
eiiminc- aux tii> au but 
par la Buliaric cn 
ii iiiilmc* dc finale. Or. 

;1 a D "umte’qui'l'prifla succ=s 5 ioo de l'ciperimemi Bom Milut 
S li bo P n purroure qu .n iSS^q^d c„ raiKur KliB 
a\ Jt menu la selection mexicuine en quart de fi . 




Avec I'arrivth: _ 

Hodlc, l« Anglais sont 
rcdc^cnus" Tune des va¬ 
lours surcs du football 
international. Meme si 
la defaiic contre le Chili 
en debut d'unreo a 
Wembley a inquiete, 
Pequipc dc Sa Majestc 
se presente comme i'un 
des favoris de I’cpreuve. 
A condition dc nc pas 
trop lalsier de forces au 
premier tour dans ce 
groupe G. plutC-t teles e. 


JAPON 

Seul le. march, contre 
I'autre: bizut du 
groupe, la Jamalque, 
laisse entrevoir une 
chance de victoire aux 
Japon&is dans ce 
groupe, oil 1'Argen- 
tiue et la Croatie sem¬ 
blent nettement au- 
dessus du lot. Car de 
14 a affirmer, comme 
le sdlectiooneur^ Takeshi Okada, quVi/ existe une possibility 
pour que le Japan aUle au deuxiime tour*..., 

JAMAIQUE 

Les Reggae Boyz soot 
i'attraction exotique 
de la competition. 
Pour .ce petit pays, la 
qualification, aprfe un 
marathon ' de ringt 
matches, repttisenie 
d£ja un exploit. 
Deux&me. pays des 
Caraibes 4 participer 4 
une phase finale de 
Coupe du monde 
aprfes Haiti en 1974. 

I’dquipe jamaicaine, 

que I’entraincur brfisUien Rent Simoes a renTorc^e avec des joueure 
qui Svoluent dans te championnar anglais, a peu de chances de pas¬ 
ser le preinira: lour. Mais elle aussi est 14 avaht tout pour appreridre. r 



TUNISIE 


CROATIE 


par 

au 

son 


rSSuSsfonr leur grand rctour sur ia scene internationale. Tres 
d&revants lore des matches de preparation (lc sekctionncurTomis- 
fav |S? a Semplace en mai detSier par Jatel Taleb,.. .Is sont en 
Sure o^bSS le groupe de I’Allemagne et dc la Yougoslavie 
qiSSion. Une seule rencontre compte ven- 
mble^nt^Hc ctmtrc les Etats-Unis a Lyon le 21 jum. Eneas de 

fcw oiiwni Iral,e " s ™ W ’° m 

hdros 4 Tihdran. 



Pour sa 
deuxieme 
phase finale, 
la Tunisie n’a 
pus tie guide 

le lira's? 
son. De 
cote, 

Henri Kas- 
perezak. le 
sekcuotmeur 
affirme que 
ses joucurs 

som moins .... : . , . 

forts que la generation de 1978 qui etiut alnrs passee tout prea de la 
qualification pour le deuxieme tour. Brcf. si les Africa ms parve-- 
nment jusqu'en huitiC*me« dc fiiudc. cela sc rail considifrii comme 
un rfiel explcuu 


Dfj4 pre¬ 
sents a 
1'Euro 96, 
les Croates 
sont dc 

retour pour 
leur 

premierc 

participation 
fin * phase 
finale. - . Us 
ont b£rit£ 
tfurt- thage 
plue&l favo- 



SMIV- . 

tible qui devrait leur pennettre d’aneindre les Iruin&mes. Ensuite. au 
stade des matches 4 dHminaiion diuecte.vavec leufs mdividnalilft i 
tone expeoeoce intmimionalc (Prosinecki, Suker. Bohaiu.). les 
hemmves de Miroslav Blare vie spmcapablcs de tout a de battle 
n importe quelle fiquipe dans im bon jour. 


ance'9 S 
sdadu*r 



i X.' 
r V/ 
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Us? 


IN 1987, when the media rights 
fprFrance’98 were being nSo- 
tiated, who would have thought 
that come the competition, a 

• whole new medium would be 
m 5P 0U _ nd ■*** a ravenous appe- 

tlte J°![ a piece of the action? 

Nobody is the answer. 
Hence France 98, the biggest 
sporting event in history, will 
have thousands of Internet 
Web sites-dedicated to it, but 
none will be permitted to 
present live action. 

FIFA, soccer's international 
governing body, is full of 
praise for the Web and the 
ways it can enhance people's 
enjoyment of the tournament,, 
but says it is too late to renego¬ 
tiate the media rights and, any¬ 
way. the Internet still isn't up 
to the job of broadcasting. That 
might be true for video, but 
what about audio? ’ 

Real Network’s RealAudio 
player has become the Web- 
M casting tool of choice and has 
coped admirably with many 
big international events such as 
the Ryder Cup and the Rolling 
Stones US tour. So why no live 
commentary of the summer 
action? 

Stuart Leddon, marketing 
director of Capital Interactive, 
says he would love to feature 
live commentary on Capital 
Gold’s Web site, particularly 
since they have the king of 
one-liners, commentator Jona¬ 
than Pearce, lined up for each 
match. Although Capital will 

* France’! 

and ads 


LIKE A NY otberlrrtcrna&QfiaF 
sporting event, the V/orkf'C^p ^ 
should be a sponsor's dream. 
The large crowds at the 64 
games in France this summer, 
the huge television audiences 
worldwide and the exhaustive 
coverage in print and broadcast 
media mean corporations that 
have invested millions in 
backing the tourna¬ 
ment are confi- 

■_ dent of getting a 
return for their 
marketing 
buck. . 

A total of 45 
companies have 
struck deals to 
sponsor the 
World ‘ Cup, , 
including 12 offi¬ 
cial partners. eight 
official suppliers, nine 
providers of official products 
and services and 16 official 
equipment . suppliers.Between 
them, they have paid an esti¬ 
mated $456 million - $489 mil¬ 
lion for their sponsorship 
rights. The bulk of the money 
comes from the dozen official 
sponsors, which are estimated 
to have each paid about $34 
-v million in rights fees. 

However, for these big mul¬ 
tinationals, such as Coca-Cola, 
McDonald's and Philips, this 
$34 million is just the up of the 
marketing iceberg. With a typi¬ 
cal sports sponsorship, a com¬ 
pany usually spends one ponrid 
on marketing for every pound 
spent on the rights fees. Yet the 
World Cup is not typical. As 
the biggest global event in the 
sporting calendar, companies 
are willing to spend heavily to 
leverage their initial sponsor¬ 
ship investment. Mava Heftier, 
head of marketing at' Master¬ 
Card, the credit-card services 
group, says her organization's 
overall spending at this World 
Cup could reach three or four 
times the value of the original 
rights fee. This suggests the 

* company could be investing 

5 $102 miUion-S136 million in 

marketing its association with 
France 98 and that the total 

worldwide marketing spend by 

the main sponsors could reach 
51.2 billion by the time the Iasi 
ball is kicked on July 12. 

For sponsors, the key word 
when it comes to the world 
Cup is global. Soccer may not 
be huge in North America, but 
it is the most popular sport 
almost everywhere else. France 
98 is expected to be watched 
by a cumulative worldwide tel¬ 
evision audience of 37 billion 
people. To reach those '" ew »V 
Anheuser Busch, the I 
brewer whose Budwelser brand 
is the official World Cup beer, 
has launched a global televi¬ 
sion campaign. “We've never 

^ run a specific global campaign 

# to support a sponsorsmp 

before." says Peer Jackson. 


The offecial web site of fiance 98 


broadcast live on radio, the rest 
of theworld. is deprived of 
Pearce’s inimitable style. 
“FIFA's decision not to extend 
rights to the Web is disappoint-. 
ing, but it’s not a bind because 
we have thought of ways 
around ft," says Leddon. 
‘'We’ll have audio for pre and 
post-match interviews and for 
the highlights; of the games, - 
but the only site I've beardof 
that is going to break ..the 
embargo and challenge FIFA’s 
ruling is in Jamaica.” 

Since many games are set¬ 
ter the afternoon, the biggest 
challenge facing die legions of .. 
World Cup Web sites is in get- : 
ting live scores bn io the office 
desktop. Online Magic's she, 
sponsored by Vauxhaji, is 
going for the office-bound 
audience by inventing a Java- * 


is a sponsor’s 



vidc>T>reatleM ’'of sales' 'and -' 
diarkB^fti'the^UK. ^e-are - 
the world's largest-idling beer 
and thisIs the world's biggest; 

sporting event, soit's a per¬ 
fect mdch- for us.”-The com- '• 
parry is Investing S2S million 
in its 1JK advertising campaign 
alone, so with another 83 mar- .. 
loets to readmits global adver- 
\.. tiring spend will be ’ 
substantial. Eric 
Kraus, director of 
communications, 
at Gillette,, says 
World Cup mar- . 
keting works: 
“We've been"., 
involved with .- 
the event since . 
1970/ and if the . 
World Cup -was 
not a powerful glo¬ 
bal marketing tool we 
would not be involved with it 
today." • 

But how do sponsors know 
they are getting value for 
money? A recent report by the 
UK’s Chartered Institute of 
Marketing warned that spon¬ 
sors would have to work hard 
to get their, message across, 
amid ail the hype and market¬ 
ing “noise" of the World-Cup. 
Kraus at Gillette, says a key 
attraction of the World Cup is 
the perimeter advertising; 'If 
you added up the viewer ships. 
of the 52 matches during USA 
94, about 33 billion people 
would have seen the Gillette 
board behind the goal." As for 
the impact of World Cup spon¬ 
sorship, Kraus says. “You 


measure Ji in the,fact that you . 
are raising brand * awareness. 
You also hope to see peak mar¬ 
ket shares during the months 
surrounding the finals.” 

Yet it is not just TV advertis¬ 
ing campaigns or perimeter 
signs. Promotional activities 
such as competitions for cus¬ 
tomers with big prizes are also 
part of die mix. Gillette is giv¬ 
ing away $1 million in such 
prizes during the finals. Adi¬ 
das, the Goman sportswear 
giant, is creating the Adidas 
Football Parc in Paris to enter¬ 
tain 40,000 visitors, a day with 
football events, interactive 
exhibitions and other attrac¬ 
tions. Anheuser Busch, pre¬ 
vented "flora advertising its 
beer at the stadiums by 
France’s anu-alcoho! laws, is 
building “Stade de Bud" in 
northern Paris. Housed in a 
converted warehouse 10 min¬ 
utes walk from the Stade de 
France, Anheuser Busch hopes 
it will provide the ultimate 
World Clip experience with a 
few cold beers.* 



Passion for soccer oozes 
from Brazilians’ pores 



based tool that animates icons 
to coincide with the action.The 
site will deliver a live score on 
screen, and incidents like red 
cards and injuries will be 
graphically represented as they 
happen. .. 

Without live commentary, 
most of the big sites.are using 
interactive elements such as 
live chat, forums and competi¬ 
tions' to bring in the punters. 
Alistair Jeffs, Online Magic’s 
site editor, is certain this is 
.where'the-Web wins - , making 
the World Cup a more in-depth 
experience. "Out intention is 
to be a place where people go 
for analysis and interaction 
between matches," says Jeffs. 
“Our primary goal is not to 
take on TV. but to complement 


PARIS — Brazilian football is 
simply the best there is. and 
the national team will be the 
biggest draw at the World Cup 
because the cliche is true: the 
players really do swing to the 
samba beat When you watch 
( the Brazilians play, particu¬ 
larly the wo rid champions of 
1958. 1962 and 1970. it is as if 
football were, as natural to 
them as breathing. 

No other team 
attracts such hulla- !~Z 
baloo. such enthu- Brazih* 

siastic supporters Ronala 

and such worship 
by soccer fanatics 
the world over. 

Most soccer fans 
see the results, 
know Brazil has 
won the World Cup 
a record four times 
' and can appreciate 
its artistry on the 
pitch. But why. oh 
why has Brazil pro¬ 
duced so many ^ 

gifted soccer —* 

players during the _J2 

last 50 years ? a V J 

One can talk and », *jej 
talk about good 
coaching and gifted fro | 
athletes. But what 

makes soccer for a I; _/ 

Brazil) such a spir- 
itual experience? 

One theory is the 
notion of the Mai- 
andro figure in Bra- 
zilian folklore. He 
is a person from 

Brazilian legend --- 

who is determined . 
u> unshackle himself from the 
chains of slavery and to be 
completely free. He is a black 
man whose ancestors were 
Slavic and who decides disci¬ 
pline is not for him. He grows 
up in humble surroundings 
with little or no comfort, and 
he survives by being a con art¬ 
ist. He works alone and man¬ 
ages to wear- fine clothes, cat 
in good restaurants and woo 
the most beautiful women. He 
also likes to play soccer and is 
also a great dancer. As you can 
imagine a person like that does 
not play with the European 
penchant for discipline and 
organization. He has a more 
liberated joie de vivre as he 
bamboozles his opponents. 

Of course, many of Brazil;s 
great players were black ; look 
at Pelc, Didi, Garrincha and 
Jairzinho, to name a few. For 


the Malandro. he does not plan 
how he is going to play. For 
this sophisticated con" man. 
even he isn't sure what he is 
going to do till it's done. He 
works by instinct the seat of 
his pants. sheer inuii- 
tion.Trickery and grace are his 
watchwords, and anyone who 
has seen Brazil at their best can 
clearly see these charactcris- 


Brazilian striker 
Ronaldo 




tics. So with a front line that 
turns rivals green wirh envy. 
Brazil is likely to be the star 
turn or France'98. 

The title holders ooze talent 
from every pore, with players 
like Ronaldo. Roberto Carlos 
and Rivaldo. and are the book¬ 
ies' favorites to emulate their 
back-ro-buck successes in 1958 
and 1962. 

Doublers will point to the 
dangers of over-confidence 
creeping into Mario Zagallo's 
squad, or worse of in-fighting, 
pointing to the coach's rocky 
relationship with Edmundo. 
Especially now that Romano 
has pulled out of the World 
Cup squad with a calf injury. 

Vasco da Gama striker 
Edmundo shauered the Brazil¬ 
ian championship goal-scoring 
record with 29 goals in 1997. 
hut he was abruptly dropped by 


Zagallo after striking an oppo¬ 
nent last June. His wily silver- 
hatred boss suggested he 
should seek psychiatric treat¬ 
ment. One of the most feared 
forwards on his day. 
Edmundo's appearance on the- 
piich is evidently dependent on 
his form off iL He may have 
put himself out of the opening 
match with Scotland by punch¬ 
ing his own team- 

_ mate Leonardo. 

” Brazil had a 

scries of friend- 
•M lies as it fine- 

S tuned its title 

defense following 
a great sequence 
■KSp over the last 

Ei y couple of years. 

Brazil's 1-0 win 
, i over England in 

Le Toumoi in 
L France last year 

triggered a 14- 
match winning 
W/ \ sequence that 

H \ came to a rude 

9p A end with the 0-0 

y i draw with Austra- 

' A Ita in the Confed- 

jtj erarjons Cup. Its 

J last two matches 

wens a 1-1 draw 
YjV at Athletic Bilbao 

y : where Edmundo 

J threw his punch. 

.J and a 3-0 win 

Jr over Andorra on 

r Wednesday. 

Ronaldo 

played with 
Bebeto for the 
full 90 minutes, 
indicating Bebeto 
may he the first choice up front 
now that Romano is no longer 
in the frame. 

Denilson of Sao Paulo is a 
left-footer who seduced 
Zagallo with his explosive pace 
on the wing. With Leonardo, he 
blocked Junirtho’s path to a 
place on the national squad. 
Zagallo. himself, occupied the 
same position on the left flank 
as Denilson in his playing days. 
The grandfather of Brazilian 
coaches, he was a member of 
Brazil’s victorious World Cup 
side in 1958 and 62. steered the 
national team to victory as 
coach in 1970 and returned as 
second in command to Carlos 
Alberto Parreira four years ago. 
With a first-round date with 
Norway, Scotland and. 
Morocco. Brazil are due to 
turn on the style this summer.* 
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‘Animal* in more trouble 

EDMUNDO, the Brazil striker known as “The Animal” for his 
appalling disciplinary record, has been read the riot act after 
punching Leonardo in the face when the two players argued after a 
friendly game against Athletic Bilbao in Spain last Sunday. 
Edmundo was angry Bebeto started the match as, with Romano 
out of the World Cup through injury, he was keen to claim a first- 
team spot for the opening match against Scotland. 

Parliamentary ticking-off for Tunisia 

TUNISIA’S preparations 
for France 98 have been 

described as lamentable in I 

their own parliament. fL .*\ j 

Mohamed Troudi, a mem- f 

ber of parliament for the ; l 

ruling party, said Polish 

coach Henry Kasperczak’s 

training methods were not M 

serious. “We had better face 

up to the facts. We 

probably struggle 

France." 

parliament. J 

However, sports minister | 

Raouf Najjar, a former ’ 

Tunisian football federation j 

president, refused to inter- ^*^ 

vene. “Leave the coach in j 

peace to do his job." he 

replied. Tunisia open their ^g j 

World Cup campaign - 1 

against England at 
Marseille. 

Strike disrupts France’s railways 

A STRIKE by railway ticket-inspectors disrupted high-speed TGV 
services as well as rail traffic in the Paris suburbs. State-owned 
SNCF railways said Eurostar services between Paris and London, 
the Thalys high-speed TGV to Brussels and the Paris-Lausannc- 
Zurich lines were not affected by the strike that ends Saturday 
morning. 

But SNCF said only two of three TGVs were running west to 
the Atlantic seaboard and three out of four on the northern and 
south-eastern network. Inter-city lines too were cut hy a third. 

The strike for extra pay and staff by four ticket-inspectors' trade 
unions also disrupted Paris suburban services, including the RER 
commuter network. 

Overtime pay for World Cup police 

FRENCH policemen will pick up 50 million francs($10 million) 
in overtime during the 
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‘I’ll be missing you ’ 


• Some players will be absent in the Mondial 
finals due to injures or being fired by a coach 
decision . The losers will be, of course , fans of 
football. 


IL 


French 
defender . 
Ibrahim Ba 
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England's bad boy Gaza 


Brazilian sticker 
Romano 


Mondial haircuts club 


Also mondial witnesses the competition between 
players in presenting new Eads in the world of haircuts. 




Nigerian defender West 




France's Carembo 




French goal 
keeper Lama 


Colombian midfielder val- 
rderama Valderama 


World Cup, interior minister - - - 

Jean-Pierre Chevenement 

said. Almost 25,000 secur- f 

ity personnel are to be / J Yl 

deployed on a daily basis 

during the World Cup as 

France beefs up security to 

counter terrorism, hooligan- 

ism and crime. ^ 

7.000 police will be on p/?Al\ICE 9S 

hand each day. along with -—— ■ t 

8,000 paramilitary gen¬ 
darmes. 2.000 anti-terrorist troops and 2.500 soldiers deployed at 
sensitive points and around public utilities. 

A further 3.000 members or rescue and emergency services will 
be on standby and hundreds of-elite police and sharpshooters 
assigned to protea the 32 foreign teams and VIPs attending the 
showcase event. 

Drug rumors already swirling 

EVEN before the World Cup starts, there already are drug rumors 
in the camps. A radio station in Argentina reported that Juan 
Veron failed an internal test, a report immediately denied by the 
player and team coach Daniel Passarela. "I don’t know where this 
silly story comes from," Passareila said. Veron said he fell "mad 
and sad. as I have a family behind me.” Still, team physician Dr. 
Luis Seveso left open the possibility of a positive test and said he 
will investigate. 

Four years ago. Diego Maradona was kicked out of the World 
Cup and suspended for 15 months after testing positive for banned 
stimulants. “It's possible that some substance might have showed 
up, but it is well known that most players had the flu "Seveso said 
at a news conference in L’Etrate. “People are talking a lot of non¬ 
sense. ’Tonight, I will visit each room and tell the players not to 
take any medicine without my consent." 

In another controversial situation. England forward Terry Sher- 
ingham apologized for a late night of drinking at a Portuguese 
nightclub, behavior that broke 
team rules. “I now want to put ’ 

this matter behind me and the 
England team as quickly as pos- ^ 
sible,” he said at his team's 
camp in Bisham Abbey. Eng- 
land. “I intend to learn from the 
experience.” Sheringham's 
photo was splashed across Brit- 
ish newspapers Friday, showing 
him with a cigarette in the 
mouth and his arm draped Q'-Q 

around a young woman in a bar 

on Portugal's Algarve coast. - 

Accompanying stories said he 

had been drinking until dawn. “This is unlike the Paul Gascoigne 
case," said England coach Glenn Hoddle, who earlier in the week 
cut his most popular and colorful player. T'm sure people will say 
they are being treated differently, but with Paul it wasn't a case of 
a drinking situation but about his fitness.” 

Hejduk joins US squad 

IN Trevoux, midfielder Frankie Hejduk finally rejoined his US 
teammates in a full practice after a month on the sidelines because 
of a right hamstring problem. Hejduk. who scored in the 3-0 vic¬ 
tory at Austria on April 22, was projected to start for the Ameri¬ 
cans before he got hurt on May 6. “He’s on track,'* US coach 
Steve Sampson said after Saturday’s practice at Stade de Fetan. 
“We hope to give him 30-45 minutes against the French second- 
division team." 

The Americans played an exhibition game Tuesday against 
Gueugnon, a French minor-league team. That game gave Sampson 
another chance to evaluate forward Eric Wynalda, still not at full 
strength following arthroscopic knee surgery on April 16J 


Mondial ‘friendlies’ 
scoreboard 


Saudia Arabia vs Mexico 0-0 
Spain vs Northern Ireland 4-1 
Croatia vs Iran 2-0 
Belgium vs Colombia 2-0 
Romania vs Paraguay 3-2 
Brazil vs Andorra 3-0 
Holland vs Nigeria 5-0 
Romania vs Moldovia 5-1 
Cameroon vs Denmark 2-1 
Bulgaria vs Algeria 24) 

France vs Finland 1-0 
Germany vs Luxembourg 7-0 
Tuntsia vs Wales 4-0 . 
Morocco vs Chile 1-1 
Croatia vs Australia 7-0 
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Congestion in Calcutta 

Notes from the underground 


By Nick Haslarri 

“WE KNEW that the metro 
would io some extent help our 
traffic problems, but what wc 
honestly didn’t expect is that it 
would become a symbol ol 
civic pride.” As the chiet opera¬ 
tions manager of Calcutta's 
subwav svstem spoke in his 
office’high above ground. I 
noticed ihai the afternoon sun 
was struggling to make its pres¬ 
ence fell through the thick 
smog. 

For three years. 126 trains a 
day have been trundling from 
ihc northern suburb of Dum 
Dum to Tolly gunge in the 
south on a 30-minute journey 
under the city, whose crowded 
streets have given it one ot the 
worst image problems in the 
world. Yet stations and rolling 
stuck arc spotless, confounding 


the pre-launch critics, who 
warned that the network would 
become- an unsightly relugc for 
the thousands of homeless who 
live on the pavements above. 

Before the line opened, a 
journey to the centre from the 
city's suburbs meant 90 min¬ 
utes on a hot. crowded, desper¬ 
ately uncomfortable bus. in air 
thick with diesel fumes. Now. 
beneath Orwellian hoardings 
exhorting passengers, to keep 
their metro clean. 240.000 com¬ 
muters a day lake 20 minutes to 
cover the same 8km in air- 
conditioned comfort. 

“Wc arc endeavouring to 
improve our service.' said GK 
Mitra. "and four more lines arc 
planned." He would not he 
drown on likely completion 
dates, however. “All l can say 
is." he said with a patient smile, 
“now that the metro has proved 
itself, perhaps we will not have 


to wail so lone next time. 

History is the reason for his 
hesitation. The first stage of the 
metro was a long time coming. 
Calcutta's transport planners 
had started to show concern a* 
far back as 1947 when the city 
was nearly overwhelmed by 
waves or refugees following 
the bloody upheaval of parti¬ 
tion. Continuing unrest in the 
north-eastern states and the war 
with Bangladesh tripled the 
population in 20 years to 
nearly 7m by 1971. 

The municipal council put 
on extra buses in already over¬ 
crowded streets. Unlike the 
planned suburbs of New Delhi, 
where increasingly choked 
roads take up 25 per cent of the 
city's area. Calcutta's haphaz¬ 
ard growth over ihree centuries 
left it with a labyrinthine road 
network comprising only 4 per 
cent of its urban area. 


Engineers were dispatched to 
study' existing metrn systems 
throughout The world, and 
finullv. on a misty day i Decem¬ 
ber 29. I972J Indira Gandhi 
laid the first foundation ** 1000 . 
Perhaps, if Calcutuins had 
known of the turmoil that lay 
ahead, the metro might ne'er 
have been built. For some 20 
years, advancing at a pmiy 
average ol 0./km a year, the 
two vast trenches, more than 211 
metres wide and in places over 
3(1 metres deep, crept towards 
each other across the city. 

Gandhi had decreed that die 
project should soak up Cal¬ 
cutta’s hordes of unemployed, 
so armies of labourers hacked, 
shovelled and can ed their way 
through the dank earth. Tr.il lie 
chaos racked the city as vast 
mounds of soil and stacks ol 
concrete bulkheads en¬ 
croached on to roads along the 


sa 
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Madras another city in India facing the same traffic problem 


route. In monsoon times it 
looked as if Calcutta would 
seize up in 11 nightmarish 
quagmire. 

Metro planners ami engi¬ 
neers had to he men uf steel 
nenc and endurance. As well 
as placating armies of irate 
commuters, they had to deal 
with the contentious issue of 
homes built years before on 
land set aside lor the metro. 
But if the secular could be 
cajoled, (he sacred was impla¬ 
cable. One ancient Hindu tem¬ 
ple stood astride the planned 
route of the metro, and no 
amount of pleading would pac¬ 
ify the priests. 

’Finally, die twin lines were 
divided."the trench bifurcating 
mound the temple. And in the 
oldest parts of the city, oceu- 
pani*» woke up lo find sunlight 
■streaming through walls, fis¬ 
sured by wide cracks as the 
trenches* bit deep into ancient 
foundations. Lawyers grew rich 
«>n the endless stream of injunc¬ 
tions taken against the metro 
authorities. 

Money w;ls always short. 

,uid oft-promised central gov¬ 
ernment funding arrived many 
months overdue. Yet. slowly 
and inexorably, the tunnels 
crept toward each other. Small 
sections of line were opened in 
1*184. hut not until September 
27. 1993. some 23 years after 
Gandhi turned the first sod. was 
the full line opened, serving 17 
stations along its 16.5km 
length. At £270m. the project 
cost more than five limes the 
original estimate. 

Before, many northerners 
had no reason to brave the 
three-hour trek south, and for 
the southern newcomers, the 
north might as well have been 
oa die other side of the moon. 
Now. fur the first time, the 
city’s two disparate halves are 
joined. Conservative north Cal¬ 
cutta. where the old families of 
West Bengal live in large, man¬ 
sions surrounded by legions of 
servants, is now a half-hour 
. metro -ride from the brash sub- 
urhs of the south, populated by 
those former refugees of parti¬ 
tion and war who have worked 
and struggled hard to become 
part of a new Bengali society.■ 
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Bicycle industry 

spinning its wheels - 



By David Lamb 


The heat is on to kill the pain 


By Clive Cookson 


HAVE YOU ever experi¬ 
enced the scaring mouthburn. 
too intense to assuage with 
bread or water, that comes a 
second or two after taking a 
mouthful of curry made with 
too much chilli powder? Or, 
just as bad. have you chopped 
up a red-hot habanero pepper 
without eloves and got the 
juice under your fingernails? 

If you have been burned by 
chilli peppers, you may be 
surprised to hear that the 
chemicals that make them so 
hot arc becoming fashionable 
in medical and scientific cir¬ 
cles as pain-killcrs.The main 
burning chemical in chilli 
peppers, capsaicin, is a tradi¬ 
tional remedy for pain. Now 
pharmaceutical companies 
□re incorporating it in an 
increasing number of analge¬ 
sic creams. At the same time, 
scientists are carrying out 
more fundamental research, 
which could lead to a new 
generation of pain-killing 
drugs. 

How can you fight pain 
with pjin? The conventional 
view of capsaicin. as 
expressed in the British 
National Formulary, is that it 
is a "counter-irritant": in 
other words, if you feci a new 
pain it will distract attention 
from the old one. 

However, this description 
is at best incomplete and at 
worst misleading. Recent 
research has shown that cap¬ 
saicin controls pain at a 
molecular level, producing 
genuine analgesia. Although 
the biochemical pathways 
involved are not fully under¬ 
stood. it seems that capsaicin 
causes a burning sensation by 
binding to a molecular recep¬ 
tor on the nerve endings. This 
triegers the release of a chcm- 
icaf messenger. Substance P. 
which sends pain signals 
down nerve fibres to the 
brain. The nones involved 
arc so-called type C fibres: 

they transmit the slow throb¬ 
bing or burning pain that may 
take a few seconds to take 
effect but then lasts a long 
while. This is in contrast to 
type A fibres, which transmit 
the instant-onset pain that 
warns you to get out ol 

harm's way. ....... 

Last vear. David Julius and 
colleagues at the University 
of California. San Francisco, 
discovered the acceptor that 
starts this process ofr. vkl 
as they called it. is a prate'" 
on tire surface of nerve ceils 
that binds to capsaicin and 


other related 

compounds. 

One fascinating 

aspect of the discovery 
is that the VRI receptor 
also responds to high 
temperatures. It seems 
that hot spicy food 
really does trigger the 
same “burning" sensa¬ 
tions as overheated 
food. 

How capsaicin can 
act as a pain-killer is 
not yet clear. By bind¬ 
ing to the VRI recep¬ 
tor. it somehow desen¬ 
sitises the nerve cells 
reduces the 



and 

amount of Sub¬ 
stance P they produce. This 
makes them less sensitive to 
other painful stimuli., and 
long lerm exposure to capsai¬ 
cin may kill nerve cells that 
have the VRI receptors. 

Now that scientists can 
make VRI in the laboratory, 
they will be able to test many 
other chemicals for their 
effect on the receptor. The 
aim is to look for ones that 
bind to it more effectively 
than capsaicin, without caus¬ 
ing intense pain themselves. 
These could become the new. 
powerful pain-killers ot the 
future. 

The chilli-based creams 
available today to control 
pain from arthritis, shingles 
or diabetic nerve damage, 
contain less than 0.1 per cent 
of capsaicin. If they are 
applied to the skin, there is a 
tolerable burning sensation, 
and they start to give substan¬ 
tial pain relief within a week. 

The UC San Francisco 
researchers are assessing a 
more drastic approach; 
creams with capsaicin con¬ 
centrations of 5 to 10 per 
cent. At these levels, patients 
need a local anaesthetic to 
tolerate the initial burning, 
followed by morphine for up 
to five days after treatment. 
But initial results suggest that 
high-strength capsaicin 
creams may offer better relief 
from chronic pain than any¬ 
thing else currently on the 
market 

Chilli peppers are not Ihc 
only promising avenue ot 
research in the fast-moving 
field of pain control. The ani¬ 
mal kingdom is making a con¬ 
tribution. too. with frogs lead¬ 
ing the way. For example, the 
skin of the brightly coloured 
Ecuadorian tree frog (Epiped- 
obates tricolor) has yielded a 
compound that blocks pain 
200 times more effectively 
Than morphine (which is still 
the medical gold standard for 


pain relief). Although epibati- 
dine. as it is called, is too 
toxic for use as a drug, 
researchers at Abbott Labora¬ 
tories. the US pharmaceutical 
company, have modified its 
molecular structure to produce 
a new chemical: one that 


i remains an 

; extremely power- 

• lul pain-killer, 
j hut is noi toxic. 

; The Ahhou sei- 
: entists hope that 

I his modified cpi- 
' hatidinc will also 

• lack the unwarned 

i side-effects of 

. morphine, includ- 

«! ing its addictive 

; properties. But 

several years of 
clinical ' Testing 
j will be required 

10 prove its safely 
before it can be launched 

commercially. 

A quite different avenue, 

with more immediate results 

in prospect, is ihc develop¬ 
ment nf so-called "super- 

aspirins”. These drugs target 
prostaglandin substances gen- 


01 ated by the immune system 
which produce pain us part of 
the inflammatory process. 
They could be wonderful 
treatments for conditions such 
as arthritis, offering the bene¬ 
fits of existing anti¬ 
inflammatory pain-killers, but 
without the side-effects such 
a*, bleeding and stomach 
ulcers. The first super-aspirin 
could be on the market next 
year. . 

Life without pain may be 
beyond human attainment, but 
new methods of pain relief arc 
being discovered. By the next 
century, these new treatments 
will be in everyday use. and 
thanks to the chilli pepper a 
[hi of the pain suffered by 
people will be deliberately 
self-inflicted. ■ 
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HANOI. VIETNAM: South¬ 
east Asia is turning its back on 
the trusty vehicle that moved 
the region into modem times— 
the bicycle. Bikes have all but 
vanished from the car-clogged 
streets of Bangkok; Manila and 
Jakarta, and they are dis¬ 
appearing fast from other cap¬ 
itals as well. 

The only real urban refuge 
left for bike commuters in 
Southeast Asia is Vietnam, 
where the nation’s 30 million 
bicycles outnumber motor 
scooters 6 to I and cars 60 to 1. 
Bicycle sales in Vietnam are 
dose to I million a year and 
growing. 

~ This should provide a 
bonanza for the state-owned 
bicycle industry, yet domestic 
sales are flat, 
accounting for 
only 15 percent of 
the total. Unless 
Vietnam can find 
capital to modern¬ 
ize its technology 
to compete with 
imports from 

China. Taiwan and 
Japan, the industry 
is in danger of los¬ 
ing its wheels. 

“We are in a 
market economy 
now,” said Do Thi 
Nga, who has 
spent 36 years in 
the industry and is 
general director of 
a bicycle manufac¬ 
turer. “We must 
pay more attention 
to quality, to giv¬ 
ing consumers a 
choice of models, 
to getting the tech¬ 
nology other pro¬ 
ducers use. To do 
that, we need a lot 
of capital." 

For the most 
part. Vietnam still 
relies on technology that dates 
back to the mid-1950s, before 
the era of aluminum rims and 
titanium frames and 
multigears. 

The industry has received 
liillc investment since the 
1980s. and many factories 
have laid off workers and con¬ 


verted to manufacturing every¬ 
thing From carpets to furniture. 

Even the Vietnamese them-, 
selves shy away from locally 
produced bicycles, consider¬ 
ing them of poor quality, and. 
prefer the China-made Phoe¬ 
nix, which is often imported 
illegally without the payment- 
of customs duties: It sells for 
about $60, is virtually inde-. 
structibieand comes in. a sin¬ 
gle style—a one gear model 
with upright .handlebars, old-^ 
fashioned brakes^ .and a Vt. 
shaped frame that cyclists^ 
would refer to as a; WofnatOs 
bike. Still,the; r.Vifitnartiese 

don’t complairf 'ibput the.lacfcf- 
of spiffy enhancement^ 
have propelled Amencan ipai^j 
ufacturers such asi-Tr^TBicY^'; 
cle Corp. and-:>£armondate^ 
Corp. mto..prqfiaf^y^TfteffiZ: 




need is for .bikes that are 
affordable^ , utilitarian . and . 
nigged, the latter a prerequi¬ 
site that dates.back to the wars • 
against. France, and. ihe' U nited _. 
States, when bicycles played a 
crucial role in - moving food 
and supplies iitio. the moun¬ 
tains around Dien ,Bien Rhu 
and down - tire'Ho Chi ;Mirih 
Trail. 

Although seemingly every 
bike rider in Hanoi aspires to- 
own a Honda; Pream motor 
scooter, the bicycle is stiilthe 
vehicle chat moves this city of 
3 million inhabitants. Profes¬ 
sionals in coats and lies and 
women in fashionable dresses 
ride bikes to . work; children 
hop on them to go to school. 
Farmers in conical hats and 
raggedy pants Carry their pro¬ 
duce to market bn them: work¬ 
ers anaj^ ; carnages and turn 
them into- cargo pickups and 
taxis. Other laborers pile them 
so high with sacks or rice and 
other goods that they must 
walk alongside, pushing bikes 
that tri.-effect have become . 
donkeys. 

Believing that bicycle sales 
wift ' condhtie to grow for" 
.maoy.jfears, Vietnam's gov¬ 
ernment is taking steps to 
rovive-tireindustry. 

Jt plans, to inject capital for 


new production-line machin¬ 
ery and has expressed an inter¬ 
est in forming a joint venture 
with foreign manufacturers. 

■ The state-owned companies-, 
for their part, now try to lure 

customers.-ftdth stick brochurts 

and new models, offered in 10 
colors instead of just green. Mjt 

which is a revolutionary^ 
change for a. Communist coun¬ 
try that once.didn't give tthoot 
about buyers' preferences. 

• Yet surely, the-days, of the; 
"bicycle in Vietnam's two 
major oitres -Hanoi and the 
\f6rm6r Saigon,. Ho Chi Mmh 
: City- are limited^ and one day 
;• these.^stteets too.will grind to a 
- gridlqcked .standstill, just as 
•-^thbt&tfglifares have in other 
i'AiSbatfieaSfcAsianLcapitals- 
r ;.uTli&ifctoy is that the region 
'^S ^ab andonlng blcyc#*.' 

giving 'in to con- 
" gestion and polhi-. 
;tion,.just as. wfest- 
" ilrrbaii planners;^. 
gyfng; to incor- 
'fwrafe the bicycle 

-■vbebies .3S:. - . a 
ureansV making, 
cities more livable. 


^Governments 
.here have tradi- 
: tionally not given 
. high priority to the 
- environment. 

viewing the bicy- 
■ t cle as part of the 
; past. 

. John Pucher, an 
urban planner at 
Rutgers University 
in New Jersey, says . 
: that in many large # 
European cities the 
use of bicycles for 
commuting has 
: doubled and tripled 
in recent years. The 
resurgence, be said, 
is the direct result 
of "public policies 
” that have greatly 
enhanced 1 the safety, speed and 
convenience of bicycling while 
making auto use more difficult 
and expensive?' 

. Bicycling accounts for 30 
percent of all trips made in 
Holland and 20 percent in 
Denmark, and it has risen 
sharply in Germany, where the 
government has actively pro¬ 
moted bicycles as an alterna¬ 
tive to cars, Pucher writes. 

In the United States, by con# 
.trust, the bicycle accounts for 
fewer than 1 percent of urban 
trips', even though there are 
120 million bicycles in the 
country, which is more per 
capita than there are in China. 
India or Vietnam. 

“People all over the world 
are changing back to bicy¬ 
cles," said Le Thuoc, President 
of Vietnam’s Vinacycle com¬ 
pany. "They are inexpensive, 
they are healthy, and they 
don’t pollute. I imagine, in the 
years ahead, you will see 
fewer bicycles in Hanoi and 
Ho Chi Minh. But the bicycle 
got Vietnam to where we are 
today, and I think we’ll still be 
Tiding them, especially in the 
countryside, for a long time to 
come. M V 

LA Times-Washington Pose 
News Service 
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The Jazz Teacher 


musicians in and out 
the band room 


Wynton Marsalis offers painters to stadentNicholas Mack as he plays Thelo- 
nious Monk*s “Fourth One.” Watcfang dre students Eric Wheeler, left, and 
Fard BetL photo by Crmg Herndon. 


By Marcia Slacum Greene 

THE MORNING sun creeps over ihe 
band-room windows at the Duke Elling¬ 
ton School of the Arts- and shines on the 
New Washingtonians, a spirited jazz 
orchestra settling in for director Davcy S. 

' Yarborough's next lesson on music and 
life. 

Yarborough steps away from them as 
‘Half the Fun' fills the room. 

A saxophonist suppresses a smile as he 
hears the section that he will solo. How¬ 
ever. the longer the music plays, the more 
frowns appear, bodies stiffen and eyes 
sink into deep pools of concentration. 

. After more than a decade of teaching and 
- a. lifetime of performing. Yarborough 
knows the tell tale signs. 

Without acknowledging his students' 
doubts, Yarborough responds to them say¬ 
ing, “We start off with a disadvantage. 
We don't have Duke or Johnny Hodges. 
To be competitive though, we don't have 
to be them. This is not a piece with a wild 
tempo. This bad boy is just pretty."He 
adds further. “You say to .yourself. 1 want 
"to sound like what I've heard. If 1 can 
sound like what I've heard, i can be suc¬ 
cessful. If I can sound better than what 1 
have heard, then 1 am living the dream.*' 
The mood changes. The young musi- 
-cians position their instruments and attack 
every note. A trumpeter misses several 
notes and puts down his instrument. 
“Don't take your horn out of your mouth.** 
Yarborough snaps. “Frustration is a dis¬ 
traction. Nothing beats a failure but a 
try." 

■ . So it goes on. score after score, class 
after class.. Like a musical call and 
response; the teacher challenges and the 
students deliver. 

The 23 orchestra students are among 
the top performers at this public school in 
. Georgetown, where students from across 
the city audition for admittance. Even the 
ones who make the cul Acting Principal 
Robert Sands says, "often arrive with raw 
talent, but are searching for support for 
their music and their dreams." Many find 
it in Room 317. 

In a school system notorious for short¬ 
changing students, Yarborough, a native 
Washingtonian, works a 16-hour day, 
using his planning and lunch periods to 
help students perfect a scale, a sound, a 
style. He accompanies students on gigs, i 
Knowing artistic hunger is never satis¬ 


fied. he hands, out his home telephone 
number. 

At 44. Yarborough has performing 
accomplishments of his own to brae 
about, if he were so inclined. He is a 
.saxophonist, flutist and vocalist, and has 
been a bandleader and arranger for a jazz 
quartet and a trio. He has 'accompanied 
Patti LuBellc and Joe Williams, and iL 
was his saxophone that featured for three 
years rn the theme song for “The Cosby 
Show.* 

So exhaustive is Yarborough’s love of 
music that his daughter, Davie, bought 
him a button that reads. “No music. No 
me.” 

“Playing is like having a conversation 
with the Creator, and to me that is the 
ultimate.'* Yarborough says. 

Yet. given a choice between putting 
himself or his students in the spotlight, he 
will linger in the shadows. He insists that 
there is no tug-of-war between his roles 
as teacher and performer “My choice is 
performance; it has always been,** 

Those who know' him well, and sec him 
in action in Room 317. tell another story. 
Indeed, some students' parents wonder 
aloud what they might have been, had 
they had just one teacher as devoted as 
the lean, bespectacled music man with 
dreadlocks. 

Yarborough was 16 and full of curios¬ 
ity about jazz when be stood outside a 
Washington club, hoping to hear snatches 
of a performance by saxophonist Sonny 
Rollins. 

Rollins, arriving late, spotted Yarbo¬ 
rough. “You're a musician, right?" he 
asked. 

“I want to be," Yarborough replied. 

With that, Rollins invited him in and 
began to work a melodious magic. “He 
was improvising and playing with such 
intensity that he seemed to grow taller as 
he played.** Yarborough said. “At one 
point, he pul the bell of the horn in my 
face, and the sound was so pretty it went 
through me." 

Back home around midnight, Yarbo¬ 
rough headed to the basement, where for 
hours he tried to re-create Rollins' emo¬ 
tion and power. When he finally stopped, 
the sun was up. He was hooked. 

At that stage. Yarborough had more 
desire than skill. He played alto sax and 
had a rhythm-and-blues band, but he 
tipver had a private lesson and played by 
ear. a combination that could make band 


rehearsals exhausting. "If wre had to. we 
would spend four hours listening to one 
record until we had it memorized." 

After high school. Yarborough's par¬ 
ents wanted him to accept a University of 
Maryland scholarship to study journalism, 
something with job security. Bobby 
Felder however, then music director at the 
University of the District of Columbia, 
secured a scholarship for Yarborough, 
who grabbed the chance to formally study 
music. 

It was a rough beginning. UDC profes¬ 
sors exposed his inability to read notes. 
Yarborough taped his imitations of Rol¬ 
lins and. for the first time, realized his 
sound was uneven and horrible. The 
doubts rolled in. 

His professors’ music lessons improved 
his playing. The life lessons came as he 
watched Felder give students their bus 
fare, co-sign when they bought instru¬ 
ments. and cover payments when (hey 
came up short. “I never saw the teachers 
complain, and I saw the success stories 
that he created." Yarborough said. 

After receiving a master’s degree in 
music performance from Howard Univer¬ 
sity. Yarborough married vocalist Esther 
Williams and bought a house two doors 
down from his parents. Like those profes¬ 
sors that he knew, he coupled leaching 
with performance. 

Developing his own talent wouldn’t be 
enough, Yarborough had decided early 
on. As a teacher, he hoped to give some¬ 
thing back to Washington by creating 
young ambassadors of jazz, or for any 
music. 

"New York will always be the mecca 
(for music! if somebody doesn't stop and 
say lets develop right here.’ 1 he said, 
describing his career path. “We're going 
to hold on to this talent. If the art dies, ail 
my talent is wasted.'* 

Since 1986. he has established the jazz- 
studies program at Ellington and he is 
now the chairman of the instrumental 
music department, a combination that 
brought him to a $50.000-a-year salary. 
The pay is far less, some say. than his 
ability could bring him as a full-time 
musician. 

The Ellington program combines col¬ 
lege preparatory courses in English, 
maths, history and science with music 
studies. Add in rehearsals and perfor¬ 
mances for as many as three musical 
groups, and many students find most of 


their after-school hours consumed. 

“Friends who don't go to my school 
watch TV and talk on the phone more.” 
said pianist Nicole Greene. 16. “I've 
grown out of that. TV is u luxury. The 
only lime I use (he phone is to help some¬ 
one with homework." 

Soon. Swing Records arc planning in 
release ‘Lovescape'. Yarborough's first 
contemporary jazz album, with Yarbo¬ 
rough playing alto, soprano and tenor 
saxes. The album will feature Alex Biig- 
non on piano and keyboards. Charles 
Fambrough on bass and Mark Prince on 
drums. 

“He is a phenomenal musician." Swing 
Records President and CEO Ed Wiley HI 
said of Yarborough. “On this new album, 
he is the band leader and internationally 
known musicians arc his sidemcn. I'm 
saying to him, you have given so much, 
now we need to turn it on for you." 

There have been moments, alone at the 
piano in the band room, packing equip¬ 
ment after a performance, when Yarbo¬ 
rough looked drained. At those times, he 
speaks of change. “I have a gift of music, 
and I must share iL promote it. develop it. 

( cannot promise how long I'll do (hat in 
this way." 

After recently composing a song during 
40 minutes snutehed from a school day. 
Yarborough spoke of spending more time 
on his music, and on promoting himself. 

It was a dramatic statement from a man 
who for five years goi Wynton Marsalis 
involved with his students but neglected 
to show Marsalis his own gifts, a story 
Yarborough still does not volunteer. 

Yarborough smiled as he confirmed it. 
saying Marsalis, now on the advisory 
board for the jaz 2 orchestra, "needed to 
hear the students." 

"Whenever you see him, he is always 
talking about these kids.” Marsalis said. 
The trumpeter was in town for a benefit 
concert before 4U0 guests at the French 
Embassy. “There is a purity and an integ¬ 
rity about the man that is for real. 1 do 
workshops. He teaches, and deals with 
crises from the kids and parents, and the' 
continous smuggle for support. He is rare 
because he changes kids' lives." ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Edited by Zeid Nasser 


Prince A1 Waleed & Silki La 
Silki Invest in Arabia.On.Line 


PRINCE AL WALEED Bin 
Talal’s Kingdom Holding 
Company tKHC) and Ara¬ 
bia.On.Line (AROL), the lead¬ 
ing Arab online service, an¬ 
nounced that Silki La Silki has 
signed a memorandum of un¬ 
derstanding (MOU) to pur¬ 
chase a 50 percent inter¬ 
est in AROL. 

KHC has a 50 per¬ 
cent stake in Silki La 
Silki. The purchase, 
once in effect, will re¬ 
sult in a strategic al¬ 
liance to grow and de¬ 
velop various aspects of 
the Internet industry in 
the Arab world. 

The relationship com¬ 
bines Kingdom Hold¬ 
ing's strategic in¬ 
vestments experience, 
financial strength and long¬ 
term vision with AROL's en¬ 
trepreneurial spirit, Internet ex¬ 
pertise and market leadership. 
This strategic relationship will 
further develop AROL’s Inter¬ 
net new media, online com¬ 
munities and electronic com¬ 
merce businesses, along with 
its electronic business develop¬ 
ment services, and expand into 
various other projects. 

AROL’s objective is to build 
the core of an Arab ‘digital ner¬ 
vous system' on the Internet 
with the introduction of various 
media, business, commerce, 
entertainment and educational 


aged to build an outstanding 
portfolio of investments all 
over the world. We have been 
particularly impressed with 
Prince Al Wulced's latest me¬ 
dia. telecommunications and in¬ 
formation technology in¬ 
vestments. By partnering with 




r.i I 


Arabia .On.li ne 



services. 

"This investment further lev¬ 
erages our media, tele¬ 
communications, and in¬ 
formation technology 

portfolio.” commented Prince 
Alwaleed Bin Talal. 

“We are honored to form 
this relationship with HRH 
Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal. 
Due to his highness’s vision 
and hard work, the Kingdom 
Holding Company has man- 


Kingdom Holding, we look for¬ 
ward to being the major force 
in the Internet industry in the 
Arab world.” reacted Khaldoon 
Tabaza. co-founder and Man¬ 
aging Director of Ara- 
bia.On.Line. and Ramzt Zeine. 
company President. 

"We see the potential in Ara¬ 
bia.On.Line." said Fouad Ez- 
zedin Yashar. CEO of Silki La 
Silki. “We are determined to 
grow and develop this potential 
into a number of Internet- 
related projects in the region. 
And wc expect to announce 
very exciting news in the near 
future.” 

Arabia.On.Line was es¬ 
tablished in late 1995 and has 
since been the first and fore¬ 
most Internet company in the 
Arab world. Arabia.On.Line's 
online service, located at 
www.arabia.com is the leading 
destination for Arab news, 
business, and culture online. 

The service has won a number 
of awards, and has recently 
reached a record number of vis¬ 
itors averaging more than 200, 
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Mass storage, mass benefits i fsi t e R F a C E 


* 

M 


do'* 


TOWARDS THE end of the 
second decade of persona] 
computing we can truly say 
that we arc ‘spoilt with space’.. 
Storage technology has 
advanced so much in the past 
five to seven years, that none 
of us settle anymore for 
less than a two Giga¬ 
byte hard disk. This has 
been greatly influenced 
by the size of software 
programs which for 
some reason has man- i 


with cadi disk priced at -around 
$30. 

Writable CD-ROM is another 
area that has enjoyed much 
development, and has provided 
users with hundreds of mega¬ 
bytes of storage space per CD. 


000 hits per day on its core ser¬ 
vice. 

The company holds more 
than 40 prestigious electronic 
media and commerce prop¬ 
erties on the Internet. These in¬ 
clude popular sites such as the 
www.akhbar.com news site, 
and the 

www.aswaq.com busi¬ 
ness site along with nu¬ 
merous others. 

This investment is an 
extension of Kingdom 
Holding Company's 
other technology. Less 
than two weeks ago the 
Prince signed a $200 
million deal to acquire 
16 percent of Tcledesic 
LLC. the "Intemet-in- 
the-sky" company. 
November 1997 wit¬ 
nessed three gargantuan deals 
when Prince Al Waleed in¬ 
vested in The News Corpora¬ 
tion. Netscape and Motorola. 

The Prince invested S400 
million to purchase five per¬ 
cent of the preferred shares in 
the Australian-based The News 
Corporation Limited. the 
world's largest media empire. 

The media group en¬ 
compasses names like Fox 
Home Entertainment. Fox Mo¬ 
vies. Harper Collins. TV Guide 
Online. New York Post. The 
Sunday Times UK. The Times 

UK. Fox News. Channel V. 
Fox Television Stations. Star 

TV. UK Online Service. News 
Digital Systems, and News In¬ 
ternet Services. 

Prince Al Waleed also in¬ 
vested $146 million to pur¬ 
chase approximately 1 percent 
of Motorola, which specializes 
in the development and man¬ 
ufacturing of wireless com¬ 
munications. semiconductors 
and advanced electronic sys¬ 
tems. components and services. 


aged to exponentially 
grow along with the 

storage capacity of hard 
disks' 

It’s amazing that, in 
1993. my 120MB hard 

disk was Tull, but held 

all ihe applications 1 
needed. Today, my 1.5 
Gigabyte disk is equally 
full with more or less the same 
application categories. 

Windows 95 is massively 
huge when compared to previ¬ 
ous versions of operating sys¬ 
tems. Take Microsoft Word for 
example. I remember a time 
when this wordprocessor came 
on three or so disks, it didn’t 
include all the ’bolls and whis¬ 
tles' of Microsoft Word 97. 

For a w hile, there were those 
who complained of the sheer 
size of application software, 
and entertainment software, 
simply due lo the removable 
storage problems it caused. 

It became strikingly difficult 
to move files or programs from 
one PC to another, or to simply 
keep u hackup of your hard 
disk. In some cases, you 
needed up to 100 High Density 
disks to have a lull hard disk 
back up. Of course, there were 
massive storage tools, mainly 
cartridges, but they were quite 
expensive -and exclusively pur¬ 
chased by professional users 
(business users). 

For a while home users had 
only one. inexpensive solution 
to relieve themselves of storage 
woes. That was. lo buy a sec¬ 
ond hard disk! 

Of course, the past three 
years have produced comforta¬ 
ble. flexible solutions lor home 
users. Thanks to optical disk 
drives, which droppAl in price, 
and owing to new develop¬ 
ments in magnetic and laser 
storage technologies, wc can 
now enjoy huge data storage 
facilities al home, for as little 
as S20ti. 

A champion of this new era 
is the Zip Drive, and the simi¬ 
lar drives that emerged along 
with iL Iomega, makers of the 
Zip Drive, produced a helow 
$200 mass storage drive, capa¬ 
ble of holding H)0MB per disk. 



There was a time when it was 
inconceivable to imagine a writ¬ 
able CD-ROM unit. chat fits 
into a PC's drive hay. But now, 
anyone wiih around $800 or so. 
can start a CD-ROM library at 
home. 

Moving up-market, you can 

really find massive _ 

storage units, such as | 
the Pinnacle Micro 
drive—which uses 

4.6 Gigabyte optical 
disks—and the Jazz 
Drive from Iomega 
among others. 

These, of course, 
are much more 
expensive, but still 
relatively lower than 
such huge storage 
capabilities were a 
couple of years ago. 

Amidst all this growth in 
mass storage, there seems to be 
a battle of standards raging 
nowadays, with optical drive 
manufacturers trying to gain 
market share and establish their 


brand and chosen storage plat¬ 
form as the dominant standard. 

Major manufacturers like 
Sony, Panasonic and Fujitsu 
produce drive units for several 
different standards, and also 
produce optical disks and car¬ 
tridges to serve the different 
categories of the market. 

The sign success for cer¬ 
tain drive brands, like the 
Iomega Zip Drive, is when 
these large manufacturers 
begin to produce disks for 
it. trying to capitalize on the 
volume of the drives suc¬ 
cess among users. 

How does all this relate 
to you? Well, .deciding 
whether or not you need a 
moss storage device in your 
household is really a matter 
of your specific require¬ 
ments. Some people don't like 
to throw away any of their soft¬ 
ware. Instead they prefer to 
back-up. To do so. you defi¬ 
nitely need some sort of unit 
which offer a hundred or more 
megabytes of storage space per 
disk or cartridge. 

Also, if you keep 
huge volumes of 
information, which 
is rich in graphics 
and images: then 
you most definitely 
require a mass stor¬ 
age unit to keep 
your data available 
at hand, but with¬ 
out having to 
worry about over¬ 
stuffing your hard 
disk. 

Different people need com¬ 
puter accessories for different 
reasons: but, needless to say. 
there has never been a better 
time to adopL mass storage 
devices as part of your PC set¬ 
up. ■ 


BY ZEID NASSER 


Where is the Network 
Computer? 




A 6 Pride’ is born 


FOLLOWING HEIDEL¬ 
BERG'S move lo purchase 
and integrate Linotype-Hell 
into its 'com¬ 
pany. the Jor- . — - - 

dan dealers for W 

both companies U0 ■ 

have come |§ 

together to ■ ■ ■ 

establish a new 
company, that 
is expected to assume a lead¬ 
ing role in the design, print¬ 
ing. pre-press and related 
fields in the Jordanian market. 

Ideal Systems Co. and Prin¬ 
ted! t August Habash & Co.) 
have established a new com- 


represent all Heidelberg prod¬ 
ucts and many more agencies 
in the areas of printing 


phny called Printing Develop¬ 
ment Co. (Pride), Which will 


. technologies. 

- Pride also 

P ~W represents, of 

■ course. Lino- 
\fifJ type-Hen pre- 

■ \S press systems. 

. Capitalizing 
on ' Pride’s 
relation lo Ideal Systems Co., 
the company will also market 
Apple Computers. Compaq. 
Siemens Nixdorf, Silicon 
Graphics and others. It will be 
targeting these computer prod¬ 
ucts at the pre-press, publish¬ 
ing and priming-industries in 
Jordan. ■ 


AROUND TWO years ago. a croze swept the computer 
industry. The ‘Network Computer — abbrevialcd_^ NC-- 
was expected to take over the computer matket Thc&e who 
advocated the NC believed that the amazmg growth in the 
Internet, coupled with a need for cheaper haxdwareumts to 
provide access to the Internet, would result in the production 

These cut-down units would basically be made up ol a 
CPU. with necessary memory and basic features, not mclud- 

'"The NC d Su’gs into a regular television, and comes with 
cut-down keyboard, and possibly some son ol controller that 

replaces the mouse. . , 

The NC went into production, and a number of companies 
produced it. So. what happened? , . 

Well, it died off. it seems. Network computer sales didn t 
get off the ground, although Internet mania went on. and 
reached massive proportions. , 

However, the single factor that is killing the network com¬ 
puter must be the huge decline in the prices of regular per¬ 
sonal computer systems, equipped with modems and are 
ready to go into, the Internet. Nowadays . a reasonably 
equipped PC is available for under $700. and that s from the 
biggest names in the PC industry, such as Compaq. With 
competition like that, how on earth would the Network Com- 
purer emerge? 

If users ran enjoy the wonders ol full multimedia comput¬ 
ing, with a comprehensive PC system that could function as 
. a business system, games machine and Internet navigation 
station; why would they settle for anything less? 

Network computers were priced at around. $500, which 
was around half the price of a" typical personal computer. It 
seems a lower price hasn't provided enough incentive for 
buyers to adopt the NC and discard their PCs. Of course, 
with today's prices, even a $300 NC doesn’t stand a chance. 

Another aspect which was expected to favour the NC was. 
its simplicity. Everyone wants to .be on the Internet, so. Lhe 
idea was to provide a quick, plug-and : play unit which offers 
lull Internet access facilities to people' who don’t know how 
to set-up or use a computer. 

Even, this aspect is being beaten by modem PCs. which 
offer all-in-one design and extreme ease-of-usc. aided by 
user friendly software applications. 

In some areas of the world, including the Middle East, the 
NC never even got its chance to begin with. By the time it 
entered the region. PC prices had dropped. ■ 

So; in an effort to revive the NC concept, it has to develop 
into a different kind of solution for a different category of 
users. ' 

' The NC is welj-suited to replace Lhe typical terminal 
(Green Screen) found in most organizations and corporations 
across the world. • 

The terminal is a simple liniL made of screen, keyboard 
and a very basic motherboard. As the terminal's main pur¬ 
pose is facilitating data : entry and communications with the 
•main systems,.the NC couldcomfortably replace these func- 
tions and add tothenrah.uuiactive option: the opportunity to 
use the IntenTet ^as a rnearis of communications and interac¬ 
tion withinthe organizationand outside of iti This fits in well 
with the Incra-net concepu utilizing Internet software and 
technologies on 'dummy-comjjurers^ inside the organiza¬ 
tions. aft connected .to a main server/wbrkstation. 

In any case, it may seem thai dre NC is weakened, hut it’s 
definitely not gone yet- lCis Ieft to the innovativeness of 
major compute- manufacturer*, to utilize the NC once again 

and mark its-Triumpfiantrehxm.Jf - V 
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By Robin Wright 
TEHRAN, IRAN—For Nancy 
Dockry of Beverly Hills, Cali¬ 
fornia, the most beautiful sight 
in Iran was Barn’s 9th-ce/ttiuy 
sand castle. The most touching 
encounter was with her tour 
guide, a war hero who took her 
to the battlefield where he was 
maimed fighting Iraq. And the 
lightest moment was at the 
Mashad shrine, where she was 
shooed from a men’s area by 
guards armed with feather dust¬ 
ers because they’re not allowed 
to touch women. 

But for Dockry. an intrepid 
traveler to more than 100 coun¬ 
tries. the warmth of the Iranian 
people made the deepest impres¬ 
sion. ‘Tor a change, it was won¬ 
derful to be in a country where 
they actually like Americans.” 
she said. 

A generation after the US 
Embassy was stormed and 52 
citizens held for 444 days. 
Americans are back in Iran. Up 
until now, no one seems to 
mind. 

"I just love those American 
accents.” cooed Mnssood Dayy- 
ani. assistant manager of the 
Laleh Hotel, host to a number of 
US tour groups. Formerly the 
InterContinental, the hotel was 
renamed after the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution. Lakh is the name of 
the national flower, the tulip. 
Like all the big hotels here, until 
last year it had a huge “Down 
with the USA” sign across its 
lobby walls. 

Now. the rhetoric and hostil¬ 
ity from an angry revolution are 
disappearing. Abbas Abdi was 
one of the student leaders who 
plotted the US Embassy takeo¬ 
ver. Today, a graying Abdi says 
he would not object to the for¬ 
mer hostages’ return. 

“If they come as private citi¬ 
zens. I have no problem,” he 
said with a shrug. “They are 
welcome.” 

The return of tourists is part 
of a broader comeback for 
American culture. Leonardo 
DiCaprio is die teen-age heart- 
throb here just as pirated copies 
of Titanic” top the black mar¬ 
ket for video rentals. T-shirts 
from die Chicago Bulls and Los 
Angeles Lakers are wardrobe 
staples among Iranian boys, who 
keep up with NBA scores now 
repotted in Iran's media. 

American news, mostly from 
wire services, is a mainstay in 
the media. Reports on Pres idem 
Clinton's problems with Monica 


Lewinsky. ftuJa Jones and Gen- 
nifer Flowers led Iran’s Parlia¬ 
ment to introduce legislation to 
limit publication of certain kinds 
of female pictures. • 

Since President Mohammad 
Khatami in January called for 
people-to-people exchanges with 
the United States to “break-the 
wall of. mistrust.” Tehran’s 
media has competed fiercely for 
interviews with US officials. 

Goiam Reza Shirazian, a con¬ 
servative member of Parliament, 

- went one step further by suggest¬ 
ing visits to Iran by members of 
Congress. "Why not? They are 
representatives of the American 
people," he said in an interview. 

But fra- a regime that once 
warned about the dangers of 
‘Westoxication’, the most strik¬ 
ing change is the influx of West¬ 
ern tourists. especially 
Americans. 

“We had just a few Ameri¬ 
cans come before President Kha¬ 
tami’s election, but now anyone 
is welcome,” said Mansour 
Khoddaml the ebullient new 
head of Iranian tourism. •• ■ 

The process is much like the 
.opening up. of China after dec¬ 
ades of isolation, although with a 
few distinctly Iranian twists. 

Female visitors must conform 
to the modest Islamic dress code, • 
including the bead cover. Doro¬ 
thy Gibbons of San Francisco, 
who came to Iran because it has 
been on her travel list for 40 
years, said she efidn't mind hejab 
too much. *1 was a little self- 
conscious at fust, but 1 got used 
to it. - 

Iran has spectacular sights, 
including the 2^00 year old 
rains of Feisepolis and the per-, 
fectly preserved medieval city of 
Bam. crafted from the nearby 
deserf s red clay. Yet interviews 
with more than two dozen 
Americans in Iran this Spring, 
indicated the main attraction was 
interaction with Iranians. 

Tourism reflects the scope of 
iron’s recent social relaxation. In 
die revolution’s early years, for¬ 
eigners daring jo bring playing 
caris (a tool of gambling) would . 
have them ripped up one by one 
during airport searches. Oiks 
boards were confiscated .[ but-. 
right, because of the royal 
peas. Getting .through immi¬ 
gration could take hours. 

This year, an Irahian team is 
competing in an international 
mess tournament. -At customs, 
the main scrutiny-nowis for por¬ 
nography and drags. 


Not everything has chanced. ® 
A Tehran tour is not complete 
without a stop at the old US 
Embassy, where the comer shop 
sold, for years, volumes of clas¬ 
sified cables captured in the so- 
called Den of Spies. Now. it 
peddles religious tracts. 

- • Still, the tall brick fence sur¬ 
rounding the compound has one 
of the many slogans painted in 
Farsi and English after the sei¬ 
zure. “We.will make America 
face a severe defeat." it says in 
now chipping blue paint. Most 
of the old anti-American propa¬ 
ganda on billboards and build¬ 
ings have gone now, but one of 
the most offensive is still plas¬ 
tered on the side of an eight- 
story building. The stars are 
replaced by skulls and the rcJ| 
stripes become missiles- raining 
down on Iran. 

Not everyone in government 
is pleased with the rising Ameri¬ 
can profile. Last week, many 
speakers complained about “this 
to-ing and fro-lng by US 
agents." The foreign minister 
has been summoned by Parlia¬ 
ment U) explain recent visits by 
. various American ‘political and 
security agents’, including vari¬ 
ous noted US Middle East 
officials. 

The new tourism also reflects 
.- 3 growing realism in Iran, where 
budget worries often override 
ideological purity. With o'H reve¬ 
nues expected to drop-this year 
to $10 billion, down from. $16 
billionth 1996, tourism'is a bud¬ 
ding alternative source . -of 
income. Before the revolution, iff 
was a top money-maker. > 

_ There is, however; an excep¬ 
tion to the new thaw. Jraa and - 
the United 'States are due' in 
have a new confrontation. The 
battlefield this time,is a. soccer. 
stadium m Lyons. Rrance. where 
the national teams will confront 
each other' during "thefTyorid 
. Cup. For some. Iranians, the 
stakes are far more important 
today than in J 979. Soccer is 
such ttjiasston that the mereact 
of .qualifying for the World Cup 
last winter sparked street 'dem¬ 
onstrations and all-night revelry■ 

“I think it would be hewe r, for 
both countries if there is "a tie," 
Abdi said. “If Iran loses, people 
wtll again be angryat the Amer¬ 
icans, but this time Jt won'r kst 
20. years. It’ll onfy fast a . 
weeLTT / fj' 
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